
Almost two years of conjecture 
around the reopening of Colterra 
Restaurant in Niwot was put to 
rest by a “For Sale” sign in the 
front yard as of Thursday, July 18. 
The 10,000 square foot corner lot 
at 210 2nd Avenue, including the 
historic Bader Building, and the 
scorched larger “barn” building, 
are being offered for $625,000. 

Public records show the 
property was last purchased for 
$1,150,000 in 2006 by the entity, 
Table 210 LLC, with a post office 
box in Niwot. Colterra Restaurant 
was owned and operated by Chef 
Bradford Heap on the site until a 
late night kitchen fire shuttered 
the enterprise in October 2017. 

The listing, offered by 
Navpoint Real Estate of Castle 
Rock, advises potential buyers 
that the property is fire dam-
aged and lists a renovation bid of 
$712,000.

The sales brochure for the 

property listing reads, “Due to ex-
tensive water and smoke damage, 
the main building will need to be 
remodeled or demolished giving 
the buyer the rare opportunity 
to reposition the property in this 
outstanding Main Street location.”

Heap wrote in an email inter-
view, “It is with a heavy heart, 
Carol and I have to sell Colterra. 
Thank you to the town of Niwot 
and the Boulder community for 
supporting us all these years. We 
loved being at Colterra, and it was 

an enjoyable experience. We will 
always cherish the memories of 
beautiful evenings on the patio.  
Unfortunately, after the fire, we 
are just now beingable to settle 
with the insurance company. 
Coupled with the moratorium, 
has taken away our chances to 
rebuild. We wish the community 
and Niwot well. Niwot will al-
ways hold a special place in my 
families heart.”  
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By Vicky Dorvee
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The property on the corner of 2nd Avenue and Franklin Street, once a thriving 
restaurant, Colterra, is now on the market.

For those who love the 
number of joyful, creative, 

and rockin’ events just outside 
your front door, and for those 
who have lamented that some 
town festivities have come to 
an end, there’s a doozy of a 

reason to once again declare, 
“Woo-hoo!” It’s Willowdale 
Arts of Niwot, a new series 
of events that will feature a 
cut above visual and musical 
artists in cozy-sized shows.

Created by local profession-
al musician and realtor Nick 
Dunbar, along with fellow 
Niwotian and National Geo-
graphic photographer Andy 
Mann, the first monthly event 
is booked for Friday, Aug. 9, at 
the Left Hand Grange on the 
upstairs stage. 

“When you start looking 
at the town and all its value, 
you hear so many people say, 
‘I wish there was a thing like 

Photo by Orien Mann

Musician Nick Dunbar and National Geographic filmmaker/photographer Andy 
Mann, both Niwotians, are the creators of Willowdale Arts of Niwot. The non-profit 
production company will be kicking off its first monthly show featuring the founders’ 
own art and music on Friday, August 9, at the Left Hand Grange.

By Vicky Dorvee

Editorial@lhvc.com

Continued on Page 7

The plight and protection of 
pollinators - Part one

This is the first part of a two-
part series covering pollination 
- what it is and what does that 
important work. Next week’s 
article will delve into what can be 
done to help protect and increase 
pollinator populations. 

There’s some free real estate 
in Niwot - beautiful little bee 
and butterfly houses on trees 
along Hidden Valley Trail, just 
west of the recycling center on 
79th Street in Niwot. While it 
may look like the trees are on 
open space, most of the pollina-
tor abodes were anonymously 
hung on private land and were 
a surprise even to the owner of 
the property.   

These mysteriously mount-
ed boxes are very pretty and 
are a good segue to research 
why pollinators are getting so 
much deserved attention.  

Pollination 101 
Simply put, pollination is 

the transport of pollen from 
the male part of one flower (the 
seed producing part of a plant) 
to the female part of another 
flower in the same species. 
The resulting fertilization will 
produce a vegetable or fruit 
containing more seeds, con-
tinuing the cycle of life.    

Performing this task is just 
a lucky side effect of the polli-
nator going from one flower to 
another gathering nectar, while 
some freeloading pollen gets 
serendipitously implanted.  

Without pollinators, flow-
ering species like those rows 
of squash and tomatoes, and 
the orchards of apple and 
peaches, and pretty much the 
majority of our food, could not 
be produced.  

Photo by Vicky Dorvee

Some trees in Niwot sprouted interesting new houses earlier this year.

By Vicky Dorvee

Editorial@lhvc.com

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 5
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2019 Member

Community Calendar
ROCK & RAILS 

Niwot’s summer concert 
series, Rock & Rails, con-
t inues its 14th season on 
Thursday, July 25, at Whistle 
Stop Park.  Acoust ic Soul 
opens at 5 p.m., with The 
Long Run headlining at 6:30 
p.m.  Niwot Youth Sports
will receive donations from
the tip jars for the evening.
The Thursday night concerts
in June, July and August are
free and open to the public.

DANCING UNDER 
THE STARS 

Dancing Under the Stars 
continues in Niwot Friday, 
July 26 at 7 p.m. in Cotton-
wood Square (7980 Niwot 
Road).  Joi n fe l low da nc-
ing enthusiasts for a free 
45 -m i nute sw i ng lesson, 
followed by dancing until 
9:30 or 10 p.m. The free com-
munity event is sponsored 
by   Cot tonwo o d S q ua r e 
Shopping Center, Niwot Tav-
ern, and Catherine McHale 
St rateg ic Market ing, and 
continues on Friday nights 
through July and August, 
alternating salsa and swing 
dancing.

COMPETITIVE BASE-
BALL TRYOUTS 

Tryouts for the 2020 sea-
son for Niwot Youth Sports’ 
12  yea r - old  comp e t it ive 

baseball team will be held 
at the Biff Warren Sports 
Complex (6750 Nimbus Rd) 
on Saturday, July 27 at 3:30 
pm Players must be 12 or 
younger as of April 30, 2019 
to be eligible. Please contact 
head coach David Gaccetta 
at gaccetta_david@svvsd.org 
to register.

HERITAGE EVENING
Boulder County Parks & 

Open Space will host Heri-
tage Evening: Livestock and 
Petting Zoo at the Walker 
R a nc h  Home stead  (8999 
Flagstaff Mountain Road) 
on Saturday, July 27, 4-7 p.m. 
Visitors can learn what life 
was like in the late 1800s 
on the ranch. The event is 
free for all ages. For more 
information, contact  Sher-
yl Kippen, 303-776-8848 or 
skippen@bouldercounty.org. 

FREE OPERA IN 
THE PARK

Boulder Opera is bring-
ing a free program of arias 
and scenes to the Boulder 
Ba nd shel l  (1212  Ca nyon 
Blvd, Boulder) on August 
10th at 7pm. The evening 
will feature Opera’s great-
est hits under the stars, and 
Boulder’s very own rising 
stars singing hits by Verdi, 
Mozart,  and Handel.  For 
more information about the 

Opera in the Park and Boul-
der Opera’s 2019-2020 Season 
visit  www.boulderopera-
company.com. 

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
GROUP

Alzheimer’s Association 
Dement ia Caregiver Sup-
port Group meets on the 
f i rst  Wed nesday of  eac h 
month from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Niwot United Meth-
odist Church (7405 Lookout 
Road). This free service is for 
family members and friends 
who care for and care about 
people wit h Alzheimer ’s 
Disease and other forms of 
dementia.

TRAIL CLOSURE
A section of the Open Sky 

Loop at Lagerman Agricul-
tural Preserve will be closed 
beginning Monday, July 15, 
through mid-September due 
to a water supply project 
that will be conducted by 
Northern Water. The eastern 
part of the trail along 75th 
Street--between the James 
Ditch and Pike Road--will be 
closed. No off-road detour 
will be available. For more 
information or to contact 
the Northern Water proj-
ect managers, please visit 
the Southern Water Supply 
Project II webpage at www.
northernwater.org.
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Death Notices

COMMUNITY PET SPOTLIGHT

We look forward to seeing your pets in our spotlight. Please email your 
photos and captions Editorial@lhvc.com

Former Niwot resident 
Karl Robert Heil, age 72, 
died June 6, 2019.  Karl was 
a long-time volunteer with 
the Niwot Volunteer Fire 
Department when he resid-
ed in Niwot.  Services have 
been held.  

Niwot  r e s ide nt ,  Fr i t z 
Schmutz, age 88, died July 
9, 2019.  A celebration of life 

will be held Saturday July 27 
at the Left Hand Grange No. 
9, 195 Second Avenue, Niwot, 
CO from 2 pm to 6 pm. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to TRU 
Community Care, 2594 Trail 
ridge Dr. East, Lafayette, 
Colorado 80026. Visit www.
ahlbergfuneralchapel.com to 
share condolences. 	

This week's Pet Spotlight goes to Silvie Kismet Cinder (left, right), who was adopted 
from the Longmont Humane Society by Laura Bloom of Niwot after the passing of 
her 21-year-old cat Coal Shadow (center). Laura writes, "In addition to being sweet 
and uber-affectionate (always purring and making biscuits), her beautiful eyes 
have eyeliner and her nose is the shape of a heart." 
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NCA gears up for National Night Out
Want a break from cooking 

dinner at home one night? Love 
drones, K9 dogs and good mu-
sic? Then come to the National 
Night Out event starting at 6 
p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 6, on 
Murray Street between Second 
and Third Avenues in Niwot.

The National Night Out 
event gives Niwot area resi-
dents the chance to meet and 
mingle with deputies and 
staff from the Boulder County 
Sheriff’s department, Moun-
tain View Fire & Rescue, the 
Longmont Emergency Unit 
and the Colorado State Patrol. 
The Boulder County Sheriff’s 
department will bring SWAT 
team members, and there will 
be demonstrations by the K9 
team and law enforcement 
officers flying drones.

In addition, the Niwot Com-
munity Association is provid-
ing free food for attendees, 
while the Niwot Community 

Semi-Marching Free Grange 
Band under the direction of 
Lee Shaw will perform at the 
event, including such event-ap-
propriate tunes as “Stayin’ 
Alive,” “Hold On, I’m Com-
ing,” “Would I Lie to You” 
and “Light My Fire.” The event 
is sponsored by the Boulder 
County Sheriff’s Department 

in partnership with the NCA.
“This is a really good chance 

for our community to meet 
their first responders and min-
gle with their neighbors,” NCA 
Board member Kathy Koehler 
said.

National Night Out events 
are designed to build com-
munity relationships with 

local law enforcement and first 
responders. It began in 1994 
and since has spread to all 50 
states, U.S. territories, Canada 
and military bases worldwide.

NCA meeting
At the July 10 meeting, NCA 

board members voted to make 
donations to the Niwot Nifties 

4-H Club and Niwot Boy Scout 
Troop 161 for the groups’ help 
at the Niwot Clean Up Day and 
the July 4 parade and pancake 
breakfast. 

“We really rely on our youth 
to help, and these groups are 
wonderful,” said NCA Vice-
Chair Tom Sesnic.

Streets
NCA board member Liz 

Marr reported that Boulder 
County Commissioners had 
thanked the NCA for its letter 
regarding the public health 
element of the Boulder County 
Comprehensive Plan. The NCA 
suggested that commissioners 
should add a policy goal of 
“complete streets” as a public 
health measure. Complete 
streets signifies that streets are 
“designed and operated to en-
able safe access for all users, in-
cluding pedestrians, bicyclists, 
motorists and transit riders of 

By Kim Glasscock

Editorial@lhvc.com

Photo by Charlie Copperberg

A deputy from the K9 unit gives a demonstration during last year’s National Night Out, held Aug. 7 in Niwot.

Continued on Page 8
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Boulder County’s Finest European Auto 
Specialists for 34 Years!

Quality Sales, Service & Parts Since 1984

MERCEDES BENZ • AUDI • BMW • PORSCHE • VOLVO
MINI COOPER • VW • LAND ROVER • JAGUAR

Locally owned
and operated! www.gunbarrelmotors.comOff the Boulder / Longmont Diagonal

303.652.3040283 2nd Ave., Niwot

Who’s a good little polli-
nator?

Think bigger than the 
glamorous honeybee we all 
love - not just in size, but 
in scope when identifying 
pollen carriers. “Tens of thou-
sands of species” was City 
of Boulder Integrated Pest 
Management Coordinator 
Rella Abernathy’s

magnanimous guess for 
just how many types of in-
sects gather and transfer 
pollen. Varieties of native 
bees make up a vast number 
of pollinators, with thou-
sands of species world-wide 
and several hundred species 
in Colorado. Add in butter-
flies, hummingbirds, beetles, 
moths and even bats to the 
list. Wind and water are play-
ers, but they’re not as precise 
or reliable.   

 

Why all the worry?
 “We have enough data to 

know that we’re in a serious 
situation,” Abernathy said. 

Citing data gathered by bi-
ologists at the United Nations 
Convention of International 
Biodiversity, Abernathy said 
we’re in a crisis and every-
one needs to take action – in 
backyards, on public lands 
and throughout agricultural 
systems. 

Pol l inator habitat loss, 
Abernathy said, is the result 
of spreading urbanization, 
climate change, the use of 
pesticides and other factors 
that comprise “the constel-
lation of problems that are 
creating this storm and need 
to be dealt with urgently.” 

Abernathy focuses on cre-
ating policies and supporting 
programs that increase native 
pollinator populations and 
ones that reduce pesticide 
use. This work will ultimately 
boost and protect biodiversity 
leading to well-functioning 

ecosystems with clean air 
and water. 

Niwotian Deryn Davidson, 
Boulder County Colorado 
State University Horticulture 
Extension agent, also spends 
a significant amount of time 
talking about pollinators. She 
serves on boards and com-
mittees, teaches classes, gives 
lectures, works event booths, 
and leads volunteers in an 
effort to build supportive 
pollinator habitats commu-
nity-wide, including public 
gardens and in people’s own 
yards. 

Davidson said it’s tricky 
to monitor native pollinators, 
but baseline data is being 
gathered. Honeybee popu-
lations, however, are more 
easi ly observed, because 
they’re managed and many 
beekeepers are report ing 
higher than normal losses. 
She prefers to look at overall 
historical trends and conclud-
ed, “There’s no doubt that 
current conditions are not 
ideal for pollinators and this 
gives us cause for concern.”

 
Boulder County’s pollinator 
conservation efforts 

Nothing says they’re on 
task to address these concerns 
more than the Pollinator Ac-
tion Team (PAT), which was 
formed at the urging of Boul-
der County Commissioners. 

Boulder County Parks and 
Open Space Wildlife Biologist 
Mac Kobza is the co-lead 
of PAT, along with Vanessa 
McCracken, an agricultural 
specialist. The team consists 
of weed management, plant 
ecology, and agriculture ex-
pert groups, the CSU exten-
sion office, and the city of 
Longmont’s natural resources 
department. 

The team encourages and 
preserves native pollinators 
on a local level, by safeguard-
ing pollinators during the 
process of crop production, 
improving healthy pollina-
tor populations, gathering 
baseline pollinator species 
data, and utilizing the sci-
ence-based strategies to pro-
tect sustainable agricultural 
practices. 

Projects by PAT revolve 
around poll inator habitat 
conservation, improvement, 
and creation, observation of 
hive populations, and health, 
research, information and ed-
ucation. To that end, the team 
maintains beehives at the 
Boulder County Fairgrounds, 
and organizes projects that 
collect seeds on open spaces 
such as Peck Seed Garden just 
north of Ollin Farms,as well 
as in flood restoration areas. 
They also convert unused ag-
ricultural land into pollinator 
attracting native plant areas.

With the help of Youth 
Corps, PAT creates pollinator 
nesting habitats with downed 
wood at Walden Ponds, and 
in partnership with the city 
of Longmont, they work at 
Peschel Open Space off Coun-
ty Line road and Highway 119 
installing pollinator habitats 
in the restored flood area. 

Kobza said, “Overall, Boul-
der is doing really good as far 
as the diversity of native pol-
linators, especially compared 
to other counties and states in 
the west.” He attributes this to 
proper management and the 
amount of open space in the 
county. “We could always do 
better, but it’s a challenge in 
a mixed environment of land 
uses to have the maximum 
amount of habitat,” Kobza 
added.

Kobza added, “We need to 
think beyond the honeybee 
and think about all of the 
little native pollinators that 
call Colorado home. They’re 
the canaries in the coalmine, 
showing you if they’re there, 
then the habitat is there, but 
if they’re not there, the habitat 
is not there. It’s good to do 
whatever we can to preserve 
their habitat.”

To find out what each of 
us can do on behalf of pol-
linators, read the second in-
stallment of the story in next 
week’s issue of the Courier.

POLLINATORS
Continued from Page 1

taddikentree.com 303.554.7035

You know me, I think there
ought to be a big old tree right
there. And let’s give him a friend.
Everybody needs a friend.
Bob Ross



this or I wish there was...’” 
Mann said.  “Nick and I were 
like, ‘We can literally just 
make that.’ That’s what you 
do. You don’t sit around and 
wait. Get together with peo-
ple and try it out. Create the 
town you want to live in.” 

The close friends’ describe 
Willowdale Arts as “an open 
vessel” that brings music, 
storytelling, and art to the 
community. With incredible 
connections and a whole lot 
of can-do confidence, Dun-
bar and Mann foresee an 
evolution of performances 
and guest presenters in Wil-
lowdale Arts’ future. 

The pair attended a Left 
Hand Grange meeting in 
April to scope out the histor-
ic building that has served 
as  a  community hub for 
nearly 75 years. Their first 
impression of the upstairs 
venue was that it had great 
potential. “How are we not 
using this?” Dunbar asked. 

The two said they looked 
at each other and instantly 
knew that was the moment 
to get the project they’d been 
envisioning underway. The 
space’s maximum occupan-
cy of 80 is perfect because it 
allows for a natural connec-
tion between the audience 
and performers and that’s 
exactly the house party ex-
perience they’re itching for. 
Other settings are also likely 
for future shows under the 
Willowdale Arts umbrella.  

They’d like it to be known 
across the Front Range as a 
top-notch series. “We want 
to create something that’s 
born here in Niwot,” Mann 
said. “We want to bring good 
music. And by good music, 
we want to bring some of the 
world’s best folk and Ameri-
cana music.” 

Dunbar added, “We want 
to come out with some strong 
youthful things that’s going 
to bring out a very diverse 
population, and that can 
serve the community we 
have here.” 

T h e  e n d e a v o r  i s  a 
non-prof i t  and the  f i r s t 
show is free. Down the road, 

they’ll be selling nominally 
priced tickets and flying in 
nationally renowned artists 
and musical acts. 

Mann and Dunbar said 
the first show is just to let 
folks know Willowdale Arts 
is here and to explain their 
vision of the entity. Admit-
tedly, there’s no structure or 
grand scheme just yet but, 
they want the series to have 
such a powerful pull that 
even without knowing what 
will be on stage next, people 
will unquestionably want to 
be in the audience.   

Titled “Summits to Seas,” 
Mann’s presentation will 
launch the first Willowdale 
Arts event.  Beginning with 
his early work photograph-
ing rock climbers, progress-
ing to his current passion of 
chronicling scientists in the 
world’s deepest waters, his 
award-winning images (both 
films and photographs) will 
be accompanied by extraor-
dinary storytelling that’s in-
formative and inspirational. 
Mann spends more than 100 
days a year at sea where he 
experiences mishaps and 
grand adventures - all the 
while illuminating the en-
vironmental changes occur-
ring on our planet. 

Mann said his presenta-
tion is “a pilot test-run on 
the hometown crowd before 
launching into a year-long 
National Geographic live 
series tour.” 

Next up will be 300 Days, 
a folk, swing, bluegrass band 
with Dunbar on guitar and 
mandolin, Melissa McGinley 
on fiddle, and Dave “Pump” 
Solzberg on standup bass. 
Already performing across 
the Front Range in more than 
100 gigs per year, including 
an appearance as opening 
act for Rebecca Folsom at 
Rock & Rails July 18, their 
original music has a solid fan 
following. 

Thus far, four monthly 
Willowdale Arts events are 
booked at the Grange:

August 9 - Andy Mann 
and 300 Days (folk, blue-
grass music) Doors open at 
6 p.m., show begins at 6:30 
p.m.

September 13 - Western 
Flyers (Western swing band 
from Texas)

October  16  –  Cahalen 
Morrison (from Seattle, one 
of America’s finest singers, 
songwriters, and multi-in-

strumentalists)
November’s show lineup 

is yet to be determined. 
Visit: www.Willowdale-

Live.com for more infor-
mation 
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SUPPORTING LOCAL FARMERS AND PRODUCTS & BRINGING 
NIWOT THE BEST QUALITY HEALTHY FOODS SINCE 2002

Colorado Fruit from the western slope:
     Sweet Cherries, Apricot, Peaches all priced at $2.99 lb

     Local Produce Kilt Farm: 
     Carrots, Zucchini, Salad mix,
     Basil, Kohlrabi, Tuscan Kale

     Dooley Tomatoes $3.99 lb

GRANGE SHOW
Continued from Page 1
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Commissioners vote to keep oil & gas moratorium until March 2020

We’re fortunate to live 
in a state whose geography 
and geology is diverse and 
varied, yielding dramatic 
landscapes that have long 
inspired exploration and 
adventure.But Colorado’s 
beauti ful  landscape also 
contains great amounts of 
natural resources, including 
crude oil and natural gas. 

Because of these ener-
gy-rich resources, the state’s 
land rights and use have 
been hotly contested since its 
earliest days as a territory. 
According to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration, 
almost 9 out of every 10 bar-
rels of crude oil produced 
in the U.S. come from Weld 
County. 

O n e - t h i r d  o f  C o l o r a -
do’s natural gas also comes 
straight from Weld Coun-
ty, which borders Boulder 
County at East County Line 
Road. As its next door neigh-
bors, Niwot and Gunbarrel 
are often caught in the cross-
hairs of oil and gas debates. 
In March 2018,  Operator 
Crestone Peak Resources 
submitted its fourth pre-
liminary draft of a drilling 
project that would span a 1.5 
mile stretch of State High-
way 52 and include up to 140 
oil and gas wells. These wells 
would drain an area of 10 
square miles of underground 
resources. 

S ince  the  submiss ion , 

many Boulder County and 
area residents have rallied 
to oppose the project, and 
other fracking initiatives in 
the area. On June 28, Boulder 
County’s Board of County 
Commissioners enacted a 
temporary moratorium on 
an emergency basis that im-
mediately halted all new oil 
and gas developments and 
seismic testing until March 
2020. The Commissioners 
met once again on July 16 to 
reconsider the ban and take 
public testimony, but voted 
to keep it in effect while the 

county revamps its land use 
rules and regulations in ac-
cordance with SB181 passed 
recently by the Colorado 
legislature.

During the hearing, Vice-
Chair Deb Garnder said, “It’s 
imperative that we take the 
time needed to explore all of 
the options made available 
to us through the passage of 
SB 181 and that we look for 
ways to continue to make 
Boulder County’s oil and 
gas regulations the strongest 
possible in the protection of 
our community’s health and 
the environment.” 

Amanda Janusz of Niwot  
urged the county commis-
sioners to ban all oil and 

gas development in Boulder 
County to protect the health 
and wellness of the commu-
nity. “We need a ban on all 
new fossil fuel infrastructure 
based on the corporate vio-
lation of our rights and the 
rights of our environment… 
A ban is the only thing rea-
sonable and necessary to 
keep us healthy and safe.” 

While many county resi-
dents applauded the mora-
torium extension, others left 
the hearing  disappointed. 
Area farmers, whose day-to-
day livelihoods are affected 
by both climate and market 
forces ,  are  of ten able  to 
safeguard against agricul-
tural economic downturns 

by earning royalties from 
mineral rights on their land.

Longmont farmer Mark 
Merino has been farming 
in South Longmont for 27 
years. He believes passage 
of the moratorium will de-
stroy the land his family and 
friends farm.  “These miner-
al rights and their royalties 
belong to Boulder County 
residents...Farming doesn’t 
pay. It’s expensive. It’s hard 
work. It’s risky. We are lucky 
if we can make $150 an acre. 
The one and only hope for 
us in preserving our farms 
is oil royalties from mineral 
rights.”

Local anti-fracking group 
The Lookout  Al l iance  is 
hosting a community forum 
that will present evidence 
from investigations on the 
effects of oil and gas to our 
environment.  The forum 
takes place at the Left Hand 
Grange on July 24 at 7 p.m. 
and will  host  Dr.  Detlev 
Helmig, Fellow and Associ-
ate Research Professor with 
INSTAAR at CU Boulder.

The Lookout Alliance is-
sued a statement following 
the July 16 decision, stating, 
“The Lookout Alliance sup-
ports a legally defensible 
and permanent end to oil 
and gas  development  in 
Boulder County, and ulti-
mately supports a just tran-
sition away from fossil fuels 
in all of Colorado. While we 
move toward that goal, we 
will work to build public 
consensus and we will sup-
port the use of all available 
tools, including local mor-
atoria.”

For more information on 
Crestone Peak Resources’ 
drilling plan, including topo-
graphic maps and revised 
proposals, visit http://cogcc.
state.co.us/l ibrary.html#/
special_projects/crestone. 
For more information about 
the county moratorium and 
future process to update oil 
and gas regulations and the 
Land Use code, visit https://
www.bouldercounty.org/
property-and-land/land-use/
planning/oil-gas-develop-
ment/.

By Abigail Scott

Editorial@lhvc.com

Authors at Inkberry Books 
Saturday, July 27, 7:00 

An Evening with Lisa Gardiner  
 

Join us for a presentation by Lisa 
Gardiner, author of Tales From An 
Uncertain World.  So far, humanity 
hasn’t done very well in addressing the 
ongoing climate catastrophe. Veteran 
science educator L. S. Gardiner 
believes we can learn to do better by 
understanding how we’ve dealt with 
other types of environmental risks in the 

past and why we are dragging our feet in addressing 
this most urgent emergency.  

Inkberry Books 7960 Niwot Road, Niwot, CO (720) 412‐1548  

Photo by Abby Scott

Crestone’s proposed drilling plan would span a 1.5 mile stretch of State Highway 52 in east Boulder County. If completed, the site will include up to 140 oil 
and gas wells and drain an area of 10 square miles.



In past interviews and in pub-
lic meetings, Heap has said that 
problems with his insurance com-
pany following the fire, combined 
with land use code restrictions, 
would not allow him to rebuild 
the restaurant or use the property 
in a way that would be profitable.

Initially caught up in the fray 
of the seven-month building 
moratorium for downtown Ni-
wot, the property falls within the 
Niwot Rural Community District 
(NRCD). However, the property 
was later removed from the mor-
atorium’s scope because of its 
historic designation. This designa-
tion makes the property exempt 
from the more restrictive land use 
codes recently established for the 
remainder of that block (2nd Av-
enue between Franklin Street and 
Niwot Road) particularly when it 
comes to required floor area ratio 
and alley set back regulations. 

NRCD zoning allows for a 
long list of permitted uses in-
cluding restaurants, offices, and, 
if the development is mixed use, 
second floor residential units are 
also allowed. It is unclear how a 
redevelopment of the property 
might be affected by the recent 
changes to the Land Use Code.   

In a text message on March 
31, prior to the conclusion of the 
moratorium, Heap wrote, “For 
the record, I really want to bring 
Colterra back and it seems like 
everything in the universe is op-
posing my efforts.” Additionally, 
he wrote that he had submitted 
plans to the Boulder County Land 
Use Department to move the Bad-
er House on the site which would 
allow him to create a “workable 
restaurant,” but that it was going 
to be a “battle” with the county 
to allow that to come to fruition. 

Heap also wrote, “Between 
that and the insurance company 
not being willing to step up and 
do the right thing and pay the 
claim, I’ve hired an attorney to 
negotiate with the insurance 
company.” 

“Therefore I find it unlikely 
that we will be able to work 
anything out. Maybe someone 
else will come up with a couple 
million dollars to invest and bring 
a restaurant back in that place,” 
Heap wrote. 

Niwot Business Association 
Executive Direector Catherine 

McHale said that she learned 
about the plans to put the prop-
erty on the market when the sign 
went up. Several other business 
and property owners stated that 
as well. 

McHale added, “There cannot 
be anyone in this town who will 
not be terribly saddened by the 

news that the Colterra property 
is for sale. It is most definitely the 
end of an era.” 

Owner of adjacent 2nd Avenue 
properties Anne Postle of Osmosis 
Architecture wrote in an email 
interview, “I am saddened that 
Colterra won’t be returning, but 
hopeful that the new owner will 

bring another great restaurant 
to town.  This is a site with great 
potential, great parking, great visi-
bility and a fantastic dining patio.” 

“I was sad because there’s 
a vibrant history there,“ Niwot 
realtor, Pat Murphy said, “It’s in 
bad condition now and it would 
be hard to bring it up to county 

specifications. I just hope it will be-
come a thriving business that will 
keep the character of the town.”

Heap owns two restaurants on 
Pearl Street in Boulder- SALT and 
rebranded Wild Standard, which 
as of this week was renamed 
Pepper. 
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under the

SALSA
7.19 | 8.2 | 8.16 | 8.30

SWING
7.26 | 8.9 | 8.23

LESSONS
7PM - 7:45PM

7:45PM - 9:30PM
DANCING

Free Event!
Friday Nights in

Cottonwood Square
Niwot

Find out more at Niwot.com/dancing

COLTERRA
Continued from Page 1
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www.leathermanrestorations.com
dennislowrie@gmail.com

Before

After

970.390.8595

all ages and abilities.” Crum-

bling county subdivision roads 
do not meet that standard, the 
NCA contended.

“While the commissioners 
thanked us for our letter, they 

said that the complete streets 
concept is adequately reflect-
ed in the current language of 
the comprehensive plan and 
that they have no plans to add 

another goal,” Marr told the 
board.

Postcard
NCA members spent some 

time last week investigating a 
report on the social networking 
site Nextdoor by a Niwot resi-
dent who said he had received 
a postcard from the NCA ask-
ing him to store his garbage 
cans “out of sight from the 
street view.”

NCA President David Lim-
bach said that the postcard 
did not come from the NCA 

and that the NCA is asking its 
members to report any others 
that may have shown up in the 
mail. “We take member data 
VERY seriously, and I assure 
you this postcard did not orig-
inate from the NCA,” Limbach 
wrote on Nextdoor.

Limbach added in a later 
email that the postcard seems 
to be an isolated event. How-
ever, he said the next NCA 
email to members will include 
a notice about the postcard and 
a way for members to report 
any others and send feedback. 

NCA
Continued from Page 3

The salsa was hot, hot, hot

Dancing Under the Stars’ 
inaugural evening in Niwot 
had an estimated 200 smiling 

dancers cha-cha-cha-ing in 
temperatures over 90 degrees 
in the Cottonwood Square 

Shopping Center’s west park-
ing lot. It would have been a 
hot event regardless, given the 

Latin music playing and the 
excitement of  the social event. 

Some participants came 
to town from Denver and Ft. 
Collins, organizer Catherine 
McHale reported. The event 
started at 7 p.m. with a lesson 
on salsa steps and the number 
of dancers grew as the event 
progressed to the open dancing 
portion of the evening until 
9:45 p.m. 

The dance series will contin-
ue for five more Friday nights. 
Swing will be the featured style 
on July 26, Aug. 9, and Aug. 
23 and Salsa will be featured 
again on Aug. 2 and Aug. 16.

By Vicky Dorvee

Editorial@lhvc.com

Photo by Vicky Dorvee

Dancing Under the Stars’ inaugural event in Niwot welcomed nearly 200 participants 
at the Cottonwood Square Shopping Center. 

Photo by Vicky Dorvee

Two professional salsa instructors led a group of dancers through some basic steps 
during the first Dancing Under the Stars Niwot event.

Photo by Charlie Copperberg

Attendees at last year’s National Night Out saw a demonstration of new technolo-
gies used in emergencies, including robotics.



This summer has been glo-
rious for flowers, thanks to 
wet, cooler weather for the first 
part of the summer.  Gardens 
are showing off, and with a 
little help from those who tend 
them, the flowers should have a 
spectacular second show.

Keep the bloom going with a 
simple, but necessary practice. 
Deadheading, as it applies to 
gardening, is the removal of 
flowers from plants when the 
flowers are fading or dead. If 
you’ve never done it, here are 
a few tips to keep it from being 
a long, strange trip through the 
garden.

The purpose of a flower 
is reproduction: attract polli-
nators by flaunting yourself, 
either with alluring scent or 
bodacious color. It isn’t an 
empty promise; usually, this is 
a win-win situation for pollina-
tors, who collect pollen, nectar, 
or fiber from the proffered 
bloom. Once a flower has been 
pollinated, the plant produces 
fruit and seeds. 

Deadheading redirects the 
plant’s energy from fruit swell-
ing, ripening, and seed produc-
tion into extended flowering. It 
cleans up the appearance of the 
plant, and in turn, the garden.

You can use a variety of 

methods to deadhead: snap-
ping or pinching flowers off 
by hand, shearing, or clipping 
with pruners.  In all cases, it’s 
important to get a clean cut 
to prevent leaving an open 
ragged wound for diseases or 
pests to enter the plant. 

Roses respond well to dead-
heading. The American Rose 
Society recommends dead-
heading roses just before they 
drop their petals, cutting the 
canes at a 45 degree angle just 
above a 5-leaf set. 

Plants such as lilacs and 
peonies won’t bloom again 
this season, but deadheading 
immediately after blooming 
cleans them up and keeps 
the plant healthy. Marigolds, 
verbena, nicotiana, petunias, 
columbines, and pansies also 
benefit from deadheading. 

Bulbs should have flowers 
– but not leaves – deadheaded 
to keep them from expending 
energy on producing seed in-
stead of storing it in the bulb for 
blooming next year. Cut back 
tulips, hyacinths, and daffodils 
before they begin to drop their 
petals or look faded and cut 
individual blooms off of the 
flower stems of flag iris and 
lilies as they whither, remov-
ing the entire flower stalk only 
after the last bloom is finished.

Get to know which plants 
have decorative seed heads 
after the flower is spent, like 
echinacea, alliums, and native 

grasses. The stalks and seed 
heads provide winter interest 
as well as important nooks for 
beneficial spiders to live with-
in.  Leave flowers on fruiting 
shrubs so that the berries can 
provide winter interest and 
attract birds. 

If you want some flowers 
to reseed, leave the flowers on 
the plant. Poppies, foxglove, 
columbine, flax, and lupine 
reseed.  Their offspring might 
not hold the colors of the parent 
plant, though, so you won’t get 
an exact copy.  

Other plants can be thugs 
if allowed to reseed, such as 
some salvia, obedient plant, or 
cosmos.  To limit their spread, 
deadhead these plants. Com-
post the flowers unless they’re 
diseased.  
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A good time to 
deadhead

JUST LISTED

$1,599,000
8955 LITTLE RAVEN TR. NIWOT

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

7122 ELM ST, NIWOT
$1,499,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

UNDER CONTRACT IN 9 DAYS
Karlynn Spreder 303.517.0026

$468,000
8801 LEFTHAND CANYON DR.

SOLD 

 7180 LONGVIEW DR.
$1,075,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

FABULOUS MAIN FLOOR MASTER

4165 15TH ST., BOULDER
$940,000

Karlynn Spreder 303.517.0026

UNDER CONTRACT

Kamla Chopra 303.641.5428
$630,000

900 ELDORADO LN, LOUISVILLE

PRICE REDUCED

7988 JAMES CT, NIWOT
$799,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

UNDER CONTRACT 

4535 PALMER COURT, LONGMONT
$849,000

Karlynn Spreder 303.517.0026

UNDER CONTRACT

8400 SAWTOOTH LANE, NIWOT
$1,100,000

Phil Booth 303.817.8307

ADDITIONAL PRICE DROP

833 DAWN AVE, ERIE
$539,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

UNDER CONTRACT IN 6 DAYS

7147 OVERBROOK, NIWOT
$819,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

JUST LISTED

OPEN HOUSE

4655 ASHFIELD DRIVE, BOULDER
$649,500

Karlynn Spreder 303.517.0026

KAMLA CHOPRA DEBORAH FOWLER ED SPREDER KARLYNN SPREDER KATHLEEN SPANO BONNIE BEAM

MARA YEHL KENDRA BAJCAR BETSY FOLSOM DONNA JENSEN ED WEAVER

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Marigolds benefit from regular deadheading, the process of removing flowers from 
plants when the flowers are fading or dead. 

By Carol O’Meara, Colorado 
State University Extension-Boul-
der County

Special to the Courier
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As the proverb goes, “Great 
oaks from little acorns grow,” 
and Old Oak Coffeehouse in 

Niwot is a perfect illustration. 
Since its opening in July 2017, 
the small shop has grown deep 
roots in the community and 
now serves as more than just a 
place for morning commuters 
to grab a cup of coffee before 
heading to work. 

Though still a fairly new 
business, Old Oak (136 2nd 
Avenue) has quickly become 
one of the  most popular gath-
ering spots in Niwot. Over 
the past two years, owners 
Michael Tomich and Patty 
Machen have continuously 
worked to improve all aspects 
of the  customer experience, 
from food, to ambience, to 
entertainment. 

The expansion of both the 
menu and the ever-aromatic 
bakery has lead to a wider 
variety of selections, with a 
majority of the baked goods 

being made in-house. [Exam-
ples of new or popular items?]

The Old Oak art and music 
scene has continued to flour-
ish. Each month, the work of a 
different local artist decorates 
the walls of the shop. [name or 
description of recent artwork/
artists?]

Weekly live  music perfor-
mances on Saturday nights 
were augmented by the cre-
ation of Songwriters in the 

Round, a new event featuring 
various singers and songwrit-
ers, as well as an extended hap-
py hour. Facilitated by Bruce 
Rabeler, this event occurs the 
second Friday of every month. 
Performances were further 
enhanced by the recent installa-
tion of the front window,[ how 
did a new window help - does 
it open to the outside?} which 
allows customers enjoying the 
patio to be more intimately 
connected to the musicians.

Tomich and Machen reflect-
ed upon the last two years, stat-
ing that what they have come 
to love most about the Old Oak 
is “the community, our regular 
customers, and our great em-
ployees,” which has lead to this 
experience feeling “very much 
like a huge family.” 

The Old Oak Coffeehouse 
looks forward to continuing to 
extend its branches throughout 
Niwot and allowing people to 
fill their cups with coffee, con-
versation, and commonality. 

Old Oak celebrates two years in Niwot 

Courtesy Photo

 Early morning at The Old Oak Coffeehouse

Courtesy Photo

Customers enjoy the new open window on a sunny Sunday at The Old Oak Coffeehouse

By Raya Castronovo

Editorial@lhvc.com

 

 

Call for your low cost appointment today 
303.581.9933              6630 Gunpark Rd. 

 Southwest Acupuncture College 
 

 

Outstanding Acupuncture  
& Chinese Herb Appointments 

available to the public  
at our Gunbarrel Campus 

 

60—90 minute appointments 
$19.25 — $31.25 

MICHAEL SHURTZ

Great Local References • Fully Insured
mwshurtz@yahoo.com

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
INTERIORS AND EXTERIORS

YEAR ROUND CUSTOM PAINTING

303-910-1674

PAINTING



Reminders of Niwot’s his-
toric garden club, originating 
in 1938, are easily spotted 
around Boulder County. From 
the gazebo in Whistle Stop 
Park — a tribute to the orig-
inal built by the garden club 
decades ago — to the club’s 
scrapbook at the Longmont 
Museum, this gardening club 
was an important pillar of 
Niwot society for many years.  

The original gardening 
club was 25 members strong, 
with a waiting list of potential 
new members ready to step in 
when the opportunity arose. 
The gardening club was both 
a social and educational op-
portunity for women in the 
community to practice their 
gardening skills, make new 
friends, and express their 
creativity. 

Longtime Niwot resident 
and realtor Pat Murphy recent-
ly resurrected the garden club 
because she saw how much 
good the previous group did 
for the community. The Niwot 
Garden Club met for the sec-

ond time this past Saturday, 
July 20, at the home of Paula 
Rubin. Fourteen women gath-
ered to discuss a variety of 
gardening-related topics. 

Members shared tactics 
for battling weeds via natural 
methods and a skilled rose 
gardener shared her methods 
for propagating new roses. 
The fourteen participants also 
discussed past involvement 
in gardening organizations, 
different climates previously 
resided in, and plants sorely 
missed from past gardens. 

In addition to gardening 
tactics, the club discussed fu-
ture plans to grow the group 
and contribute to the commu-
nity. There was talk of creating 
a how-to booklet with helpful 
gardening tips for area gar-
deners. Club members also 
discussed a possible garden 
tour and considered potential 
gardening projects around 
Niwot.  

The next meeting will take 
place on August 10 in Niwot. 
Interested parties may contact 
Pat Murphy at pmurphy@
niwotrealty.com.
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Resurrected Niwot 
Garden Club Meets 
for Second Time 

Photo by Kathy Koehler

Garden Club members gather at the home of Paula Rubin to discuss a range of garden related topics. 

Photo by Karen Copperberg

Sarah Cioni’s flower bomb and classes took place at the Left Hand Grange on Thursday, July 18. While assembly for all three classes was completed 
indoors, the capstone display was later exhibited on the wrought iron gates of Osmosis Gallery.  Some of the classes were attended by folks from south 
of Denver, who came to see and learn from Cioni, who previously owned  The Painted Primrose. She has been freelancing in the Los Angeles area, and has 
done many large floral installations, including some for the rich and famous. The flower bomb class was her latest local version.

By Abigail Scott

Editorial@lhvc.com

Niwot has a flower bomb…and no one got hurt
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Giving back with Left Hand Giving Circle

 

Amy at 1-800-733-2773 (Toll Free)  
host.asse.com or email info@asse.com

Founded in 1976 
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Public Benefit, Non-Profit Organization. 

For privacy reasons, photos above are not photos of actual students

Make a lifelong  
friend from abroad. 

Enrich your family with 
another culture. Now you 

can host a high school 
exchange student (girl or 

boy) from France, Germany, 
Scandinavia, Spain, 

Australia, Japan, Brazil, Italy 
or other countries. Single 
parents, as well as couples 
with or without children, 

may host. Contact us ASAP 
for more information or to 

select your student.

Host an Exchange 
Student Today !

(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

Victoria from Australia, 17 yrs.
Enjoys spending time with her
family and younger siblings. 
Victoria plays volleyball and is
excited to learn new sports
while in America. 

 

Giorgio from Italy, 16 yrs.  
Loves to play baseball and spend 
time with his dogs. Giorgio also 
plays the guitar, and his dream 
is to join a drama club at his 
American high school. 

In early 2017, Virginia Dut-
kin and 20 of her Niwot neigh-

bors launched the Left Hand 
Giving Circle, a philanthropic 
organization that uses pooled 
resources to donate funds 

and volunteer hours to area 
nonprofitsnon-profits. In the 
two years since, the group has 
granted $30,000 and donated 

nearly 1,000 community ser-
vice hours to local programs 
and events. Now in its third 
year, LHGC has grown to 50 
members and the list of com-
munity organizations it has 
impacted is rapidly expanding. 

For Dutkin and the group, 
2019 is shaping up to be their 
busiest yet. In April, they com-
pleted their first grant cycle of 
the year, awarding a total of 
$7,500 to Longmont Meals on 
Wheels and Cultivate (former-
ly Boulder CareConnect) “for 
their work in helping to im-
prove the quality of life for se-
niors in our local community.”

Members reviewed more 
than 20 applications, submit-
ted in both written and video 
form, and then voted on the 
finalists. The funds were then 
distributed through the Long-
mont Community Foundation, 
a public charity that helps indi-
vidual and small-group donors 
manage their charitable giving.

LHGC is gearing up for its 
second grant cycle later this 
fall, and for those awards, 
the group is targeting “orga-

nizations and programs that 
engage community members 
in order to promote the health 
and sustainability of the en-
vironment.” Announcements 
about the deadline and appli-
cation process will be coming 
from the LCF in the coming 
weeks.

LHCG members have also 
been generous with their time 
so far in 2019, and you’ll likely 
be seeing more of them this 
fall. Earlier this year, the group 
volunteered at Intercambio, 
which received a LHCG grant 
in 2018 for “helping to combat 
isolation and loneliness by cre-
ating, uniting, and/or engaging 
community members to devel-
op a sense of belonging.” 

T h e  B o u l d e r - b a s e d 
non-profit offers English lan-
guage education to adult immi-
grants. During a “conversation 
team event,” LHCG members 
spoke one-on-one with Inter-
cambio students, which Dutkin 
said was a great opportunity 

Courtesy Photo

Members of Left Hand Giving circle spent the day volunteering at Bella Boutique, a 
non-profit that offers free prom outfits to low-income students. 

Courtesy Photo

Left Hand Giving Circle awarded two grants earlier this year to “organizations that help seniors in the community.” Cultivate 
(formerly BoulderCareConnect) and Longmont Meals on Wheels were this year’s recipients. 

By Jocelyn Rowley

Editorial@lhvc.com

Continued on Page 13
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July  11  Chris Daniels & The Kings with Freddi (funk/blues) 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

Aug  8  Something Underground (joyful rock)

Aug  15   FACE (all vocal rock)

Aug  22  Zimbira (afro fusion)  

Aug  29  Hazel Miller (soul/blues)

 

   

 

 

 

 

Founders: Niwot Business Local Improvement District; Bank of the West; Wise Buys Antiques; Niwot Cultural Arts Association; Niwot Business Association
In Kind Sponsors: Niwot Market; Abo’s Pizza; Tool Studios; Vern & Robbie Vinson; osmosis art & architecture; Eldorado Springs Water

 Pullman Sponsors: Bank of Estes Park - Niwot Branch; Warren, Carlson & Moore; Niwot Wheel Works; Farmers Insurance - Leigh Suskin; Colorado Custom Paintworks  
A Special THANK YOU to our Box Car & Conductor Sponsors

July  25  The Long Run (eagles tribute)
Acoustic Soul

Aug  1  Mojomomma/Brigitte Purdy & Bobby Messano
Co-bill (blues)

Strangebyrds

300 Days

Jackson Cloud Odyssey

Nalani

Jenn Cleary

Tim Ostdiek

July  18  Rebecca Folsom Band (folk/rock)

“to learn more about the cul-
tural experience of immigrants 
in our community.”  

In March, the group took 
a trip to Denver for a day of 
volunteering at Bella Bou-
tique, which Dutkin called 
“super-fun.”

“They provide free prom 
gear to low-income girls—
their household income is 
less than $30,000. So we went 
and volunteered as personal 
stylists, working one on one 
to help them find the perfect 
prom outfit. It was awesome.”

LHCG has a packed sched-
ule in the coming weeks and 
months, starting with a dou-
ble-shift packing backpacks 
for Crayons to Calculators, 
a program sponsored by the 
area school districts that pro-
vides school supplies to strug-
gling students. In September, 
members will be helping out at 
the ‘Rock the Boat’ benefit con-
cert, the inaugural fundraiser 
for the Able to Sail, another re-
cent grantee. Later that month, 
they will be serving lunch at 
OUR Center for the third year 
in a row. 

“For that one we have to ac-
tually plan the menu, buy the 
food, cook the food, and then 
serve the lunch,” Dutkin said.

In October, the group will 
be helping Longmont seniors 
clean up their yards by serving 
as ‘Yard Busters’ for Cultivate. 
During the holidays, mem-
bers will be assisting with 
the Meals on Wheels annual 
‘Gift of Home’ tour, and then 
embarking on a project with a 
new partner.

“There With Care is a fan-
tastic local non-profit that 
helps families with children 
facing critical illness,” she 
said. So we’ll be providing 
them with a holiday meal and 
a gift not only for the ill-child, 
but also, the siblings and par-
ents, and delivering that to 
them.”  	

LHCG relies primarily on 
the support of its membership, 
but also benefits from spon-
sorships from local business 
including Nourish, Tool Stu-
dios, and Niwot Wheel Works, 
which helped the group or-
ganize a bike tour for mem-

bers earlier this month. The 
group also receives an occa-
sional cash grant from other 
non-profits. 

While LHCG participates 

in many fundraisers, it is 
does not hold them on its own 
behalf.  However, the group 
is slated to receive tip jar pro-
ceeds from the Rock & Rails 

concert on August 1, featuring 
Mojomomma/Brigitte Purdy & 
Bobby Messano. Money raised 
there will support its financial 
grants.

For more information about 
the Left Hand Giving Circle, 
its grants, or its upcoming 
activities, visit www.lefthand-
givingcircle.org

GIVING BACK
Continued from Page 12
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Less than two months 
ago, the Boulder Collegians’ 
upcoming season was full of 
anticipation. Players from all 
across the country were ar-
riving in Boulder, optimistic 
for what was ahead. But just 
like that, it was over. Over 
40 games later, the boys of 
summer are headed home. 

The Collegians’ 2019 cam-
paign was full of ups and 
downs, but one thing that 
remained the same was the 
loyalty of their fans. General 
Manager Matt Jensen said 
the season broke seven-year 
attendance records. Scott 
Carpenter Park was packed 
and in full support. 

Winning isn’t necessarily 
the goal for a summer team, 
but it’s always welcome to 
play quality baseball. Col-
legians infielder Kix Ferrell 
was  impressed with  the 
team’s performance during 
the Rocky Mountain Base-
ball League’s end of season 
tournament. 

“We’ve got  nothing to 
lose so let’s just go out here 
and win it,” Ferrell said re-
garding the team’s mindset 
during the tournament. “All 
the pitchers said they were 
going to go out there and 
throw a complete game.”

Pitcher John Kea did just 
that in his start against the 
RoughRiders. The Hawaii 
native went all nine innings 
to extend the Collegians’ 
season.

“I think everyone wants 
to win, but at the same time 
you know we’re just trying 
to have fun,” said Kea. “...
Summer (is) coming to an 
end, we’re just all trying to 
hang out, (and) have fun 
with each other before we 
part our ways.”

Unfortunately for the Col-
legians, the tournament was 
cut short due to multiple 
days of rain and unplayable 
field conditions. The team 
was 3-1 in the double elim-
ination tournament when 
the rain put an end to their 
season. 

“I thought we were play-

ing really good,” said Fer-
rell. “I think had we gotten 
to play the full tournament, 
no doubt we would have 
won.”

Head coach Eddie To-
ledo  admit ted  the  team 
was fatigued after playing 
nearly every day for almost 
two months. It’s a grueling 
schedule and a challenge for 
any player. 

“I think that everybody 
is pretty tired,” said Tole-
do. “Some of the kids are 
definitely ready to go back 
home, see their  families, 
get ready for their upcom-
ing school (and) some of 
them have to report back (to 
school) within two weeks.”

The summer season is 
certainly valuable to these 
col lege athletes,  and the 
friends they make can be 
equally worthwhile. 

“I enjoyed all the guys, 
there wasn’t a guy I didn’t 
like,” said Ferrell. “(I) made 
lots of friends and hopefully 
I’ll see them all again some-
day.”
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Boulder Collegians wrap up memorable season

(303) 618-0154

Nominated for Angie’s List
Super Service Award 2007, 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

Geek For Hire, Inc.
ONSITE MAC AND PC
TROUBLESHOOTING 

AND REPAIR

Chris Eddy
Principal GeekSupport@GeekForHireInc.com

Mon - Sat 10am, 2pm, 7pm

GeekForHireInc.com

KAMLA CHOPRA GRI,ABR
Broker Associate | REALTOR

136 2nd Ave, PO Box 814
Niwot, CO 80544

Buying OR Selling, Call me for ALL your Real Estate Needs
303 641 5428

®

“I take commitments to clients very seriously, and that is why many Boulder County 
families have trusted me to find them the perfect environment for them to call home.”

Professional Service With 
Personal Touch

SportS

Courtesy Photo

Courier sports reporter Jack Carlough got a chance to revisit his glory days in the 
Collegians’ final 2019 home game on July 17. Carlough played infield for the first part 
of the game, and got a two-RBI triple in the 5th. He was also responsible for at least 
one double play. Later, he also got a chance to pitch in the game’s final inning, but it 
wasn’t for the home team. 

Courtesy Photo

The Boulder Collegians closed out their 2019 season last weekend in the RMBL playoffs. 

By Jack Carlough

Editorial@lhvc.com
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C l a s s i f i e d s

The Left Hand Valley Courier is looking for  route & substitute 
carriers to deliver the Courier door-to-door. Candidates must be 
self-starters with transportation, available on a moment’s notice 
and pay attention to No Delivery details.  If you are interested 
in filling in, please email editorial@lhvc.com. 

ROUTE &
SUBSTITUTE CARRIERS

DOG BOARDING, WALKING 
AND TRAINING

Animals are my passion. Dogs really are man’s best friend. Please 
call if I can help you out. Your pet will be loved, cared for and fit. 
Longtime resident of Niwot. Stacy Goresko, Ph.D.  720-290-2707

TILE WORK
High-quality,  custom tile 
work, repairs, remodels, new 

installations. 

Local, dependable and insured. 
Free estimates. 

Josh Thompson - Thompson 
Tileworks.

303-877-7526

MICHAEL SHURTZ
PAINTING

Residential & Commercial
Interiors & Exteriors

GREAT Local References
*Fully Insured*

mwshurtz@yahoo.com
303-910-1674

PAINTING

New Niwot Watercolor Prints
by Jane Langdon

Sold exclusively at
Wise Buys Antiques.

LeftHandGallery.com

NIWOT WATERCOLOR PRINTS

Jack’s Solar Garden is seeking subscribers!
Family-owned, local solar power production.

Contact Byron Kominek to learn more:
byron@jackssolargarden.com

Niwot residents can ask for a discount.
www.jackssolargarden.com

LOCAL COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDEN

Left Hand Valley Courier Classifieds  
 $21 flat rate, 8 lines (6 words per line).

Send a check with your ad, name and phone 
number to P.O. Box 652, Niwot, CO 80544.

Contact advertising@lhvc.com with questions.
The deadline for the ad is the Thurs-
day prior to next week’s publication.

www.porchfronthomes.com 
102 2nd Avenue Niwot 

303-44BUILD 

          Custom Homes and remodels 
 as unique as the people who live in them 

Landscape Construction & Design • Grounds Maintenance • 
Aeration & Fertilization • Spring & Fall Cleanup • Full 

Landscaping Services • Rock • Mulch • Flagstone Work • Tree 
& Shrub Planting • Shrub Trimming/Shaping • Tree Removal • 

Boulder Placement • Retaining Walls • Cement Work

Commercial & HOA Fully Insured Professionals

www.allprolawninc.com
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Niwot youth baseball team playing beyond their years 
The future of Niwot base-

ball is bright with players 
on a talented 11-year-old 
squad hitting their stride. 
Head coach David Gaccetta 
led the Niwot Youth Sports 
Cougars to a 27-4 record and 
an impressive showing in 
the 12-year-old state tour-
nament. 

For the past f ive years, 
Gaccetta has watched this 
team develop as ballplay-
ers and as teammates.  It 
all came into fruition this 
season.

“ It ’s  b e e n  r ea l ly  neat 
watching them (go) f rom 
learning how to just play 
catch wit h each ot her to 
some of the amazing things 
they’ve been able to do,” 
praised Gaccetta. “It wasn’t 
uncommon this year to turn 
double plays.”

Equal ly important has 
be en t he  c hem i st r y  t h i s 
group has built. The value 
of team chemistry is often 

underrated in baseball, but 
Gaccetta believes it can be a 
crucial commodity. Summer 
teams spend a lot of time to-
gether and building strong 
relationships is important. 

“ We  j u s t  love d  b e i ng 
around each other,” sa id 
Gaccetta. “That really is the 
difference... (and) was one 
of the main reasons we had 
such success.”

T h e  s uc c e s s  Gac c e t t a 
ment ion s i nc luded tour-
n a me nt  v ic tor ie s  i n  t he 
Rocky Mou nta i n Ruckus 

and Sherwood Classic, as 
well as a fifth place finish in 
the USSSA 12-year-old AAA 
state tournament. It was a 
team goal to compete in the 
state tournament and the 
Cougars did not disappoint. 

Insta l l ing a team f i rst 
mentality was another high 
priority for Niwot. Winning 
as a team is no easy task for 
any group of young ball-
players. The Cougars took 
pr ide in play ing sel f less 
baseba l l  a nd reaped t he 
benefits at the end of each 

game. 
“The kids didn’t really 

care who got the winning 
hit, or who was pitching, 
or who made a great play, 
as  long as  somebody on 
the team did it, everyone 
was equally as happy,” ex-
pla i ned Gaccet ta .  “T hey 
really understood that team 
concept that you know I’m 
part of it, but I’m not the 
main reason.”

Gaccetta also credits his 
three assistant coaches for 
their work this season. Ac-
cording to Gaccetta, a large 
coac h i ng s t a f f  prov ided 
more individual attention 
to players and helped im-
prove the team as a whole. 
It’s not uncommon to see a 
wide range of talent with a 
youth team, and additional 
help can be beneficial. 

Al l  in a l l ,  the c lass of 
2026 has already provided 
winning baseball in Niwot. 
T he tea m hopes to  s t ic k 
together for the last  few 
years of Niwot Youth Sports 
baseball and looks forward 
to continued success. 

“It has been a phenome-
nal experience,” said Gac-
cetta. “We were all bummed 
that we didn’t practice this 
week.”

By Jack Carlough

Editorial@lhvc.com

7980 Niwot Road  -  Niwot, CO 80503
(303) 652-8082

www.bankofestespark.com

Courtesy Photo

Members of the Niwot Cougars 11U AAA competitive baseball team pose with their coaches after a recent win. This year’s team, 
helmed by head coach Dave Gaccetta and assistants Bill Crisco, Matt Gorr, Marc Schmeeckle, posted two tournament wins and 
finished fifth overall in the USSSA 12-year-old AAA state tournament. Players for the 2019 squad included Arlo Richards, Blake 
Gorr, Travis Check, Luke Schmeeckle, Soren Crisco, Nolan Gaccetta, Jack Schrock, Colin Cunningham, Parker Brown, Connor Falls, 
and Brec Birmingham. 

 

 

 
 

 

Is Your Son Interested in Playing for Niwot’s  
12 Year old Competitive Baseball Team Next Season?  

 

 

If so, we would like to invite him to tryouts on Saturday, 7/27/2019 at 3:30 pm at the  
Biff Warren Sports Complex.  Players must be 12 or younger as of April 30, 2019 to be eligible. 

We are looking to continue our success into 2020  &  are looking for a few great athletes to join our team .     
Please contact head coach David Gaccetta at  gaccetta_david@svvsd.org  to register. 

         2019  Highlights Include 

 Longmont Baseball League Champions  
 27 wins and 4 losses  
 World Series Qualified 
 1st place finish (11AA) Rocky Mountain Ruckus   
 1st place finish (11AA) Sherwood Classic 

 




