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Vicki Maurer’s approach to 
life and volunteering is proba-
bly best put in her own words: 
“We do what we have to do and 
get it done.”

Maurer has been involved 
with many community orga-
nizations over the years, from 
Niwot Youth Sports to the Left 
Hand Valley Courier to the Ni-
wot Cultural Arts Association. 
Appreciation for her efforts is 
widespread.

“She’s really easy to work 
with, enthusiastic about the 
town...and fantastic at what she 
does,” said Michelle Henzel, 
treasurer of the NCAA.

“Vicki is warm, welcoming, 
professional… and knows the 
community,” said Kathy Koe-
hler, who volunteers at Rock 
& Rails.  “I enjoy volunteering 
with her anytime.”

“She’s a hero,” said Anne 
Postle.

Though Maurer lives in 

Longmont, her roots in Niwot 
run deep. Maurer graduated 
from Niwot High School in 
1982. At that point, she had 
already spent two years intern-
ing in Bruce (Biff) Warren’s law 
office. He asked if she wanted 
to stay on; she said yes. Thir-
ty-eight years later, Maurer 
is still working as a paralegal 
with Warren, Carlson & Moore, 
LLP.

“Working for Biff, it’s like 
when things came up, I would 
jump right in,” said Maurer. 
And jump right in she did. “I 
came into work one day, and 
Biff said, ‘How would you 
like to be treasurer of Niwot 
Youth Sports?’ I agreed. ‘He 
said, good, because we elected 
you.’”

In this capacity, Maurer 
stoically endured many (liter-
ally) sticky situations. At one 
point, she was recruited to 
help erect fence posts for the 
baseball fields at Hangge Fields 
at Monarch Park. It was last 

Photo by Bruce Warren 

Vicki Maurer blows bubbles while enjoying a little down time at the Niwot Rock & 
Rails concert series.

By Amy ScAneS-Wolfe

Editorial@lhvc.com

Continued on Page 5

How Gunbarrel Got Its Name

The legend goes two ways.
And it begins with gold. 
In 1859, gold drew 100,000 

people into the Pike’s Peak Re-
gion in pursuit of their fortune. 
Thirty-nine-year-old Alonzo N. 
Allen was among them, and he 
was quick to realize that pros-
pecting was a hard way to make 
a living. 

The version of the story re-
layed by Dorothy Large (“Old 
Burlington”) says Allen was 
actively seeking a place to home-
stead.

The oral history from “They 
Came to Stay” places Allen on 
a hunting mission. Scouring 
the area for his dinner, Allen 
climbed to the top of a hill north 
of Boulder City in what was 

then the Nebraska Territory. As 
he scanned the flat and treeless 
plains, he didn’t see antelope, 
bison, or deer. But he did spot a 
large cottonwood on the banks of 
the St. Vrain River. 

Allen returned to his cabin 
at White Rocks, dismantled 
it, and loaded the heavy logs 

By Amy ScAneS-Wolfe

Editorial@lhvc.com

Courtesy Photo

Alonzo N. Allen in the remains of his 
cabin

Continued on Page 8
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The guest of honor was a no-show, but that didn’t deter the hundreds of thirsty 
shoppers who descended on Niwot on Feb. 22 for the 6th annual  Let’s Wine About 
Winter store-to-store tasting event and fundraiser. Mild temperatures and melting 
snow were the order of the day, as ticket holders made their way through three 
dozen local businesses offering food and beverages, as well as some sweet deals. 
That included the “Seesters,”  seen here on 2nd Avenue taking a much needed 
time out. See more photos on page 6.



ALZHEIMER’S 
SUPPORT GROUP

Alzheimer ’s Association 
Dementia Caregiver Sup-
port Group meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Ni-
wot United Methodist Church 
(7405 Lookout Road). This free 
service is for family members 
and friends who care for and 
care about people with Alzhei-
mer’s Disease and other forms 
of dementia..

 
LID MEETING

The Niwot Local Improve-
ment District Advisory Com-
mittee will hold its monthly 
meeting at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 3, at the Mountain View 
Fire Station (8500 Niwot Rd.). 

SOUP
FUNDRAISER

Niwot United Methodist 
Church (7405 Lookout Road) is 
holding the 23rd annual Soup, 
Soup and More fundraiser 
on Saturday, March 7, from 

4 to 7 p.m. Come enjoy your 
fill of homemade soup, stew, 
chili, or chowder and make 
a donation for a good cause. 
Proceeds will benefit Boulder 
Attention Homes, an organi-
zation for youth experiencing 
homelessness.

 
SAND CREEK 

MASSACRE SITE VISIT
The Niwot United Meth-

odist Church, in conjunction 
with Cottonwood Square, the 
Niwot Community Associa-
tion, the Niwot Business As-
sociation, the Rotary Club of 
Niwot, the Niwot Cultural 
Arts Association, the Left Hand 
Grange, and the Niwot His-
torical Society, are sponsoring 
a trip to the site where Chief 
Niwot was mortally wounded 
in 1864. Registrants for the day 
trip, scheduled for April 25 (8 
a.m. to 6 p.m.), have filled one 
bus, and reservations for a sec-
ond bus are now being taken. 
Register by making a check 
for $30 payable to the Niwot 

UMC, and providing an email 
and telephone number. Regis-
trations can be mailed to Biff 
Warren at P.O. Box 610, Niwot, 
CO 80544 or dropped off at the 
law office of Warren, Carlson 
& Moore, LLP, in Cottonwood 
Square.  

PUBLIC
HEARING

On Monday, March 2 at 
2 p.m., the Boulder County 
Board of County Commis-
sioners is holding a public 
hearing to consider the merits 
of the current moratorium on 
processing of applications for 
oil and gas development and 
whether it should be termi-
nated, extended, or otherwise 
amended. The Board will ac-
cept public testimony in the 
form of written comments, but 
no oral public testimony will 
be heard. Comments can be 
emailed to oilgascomments@
bouldercounty.org until 5:00 
p.m., Feb. 28.
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2019 Member

COMMUNITY PET SPOTLIGHT
Sponsored by Niwot Rental & Feed

Meet Morgan, a sweet and gentle 
11-month-old kitty that’s looking to 
get off to a great start with a new, 
loving, forever family. This young kitty  
likely will  t in well with another cat as 
well as with a polite, kitty-savvy dog. 
Morgan is social, chatty and will enjoy 
beingbeing part of your active cat-loving 

Come in for a visit with this lovely young girl today!  Morgan and lots 
of other great cats are available for adoption at the Longmont 
Humane Society. 

We look forward to seeing your pets in our spotlight. Please email your 
photos and captions Editorial@lhvc.com

   Niwot Rental & Feed 

  291 2nd Ave. Niwot                        303.652.2900 

Premium  Feed  &  Supplies  
 for your  

  Horses, Dogs, Cats, Birds & more!  

Treat your Special Human to  
 Winddrift Hill Farm  

Handmade Soaps & Lotions  

You are invited to our 24th annual
Soup, Soup & More Community Dinner

Soups, chowders, salads & desserts

Saturday, March 7th, 4 - 7pm 
7405 Lookout Road

Tickets are free, donations are welcome.
Proceeds benefit Boulder Aention Homes

Embrace the Community, Transform the World!

Retired Niwot High School 
teacher Jerry Dean Brooks 
died Feb. 14, 2020, in Las Ani-
mas Colo., at age 81. A grave-
side service will be held Friday, 
Feb. 21 at 11 a.m. at the Las 
Animas-Bent County Cemetery 

followed by a celebration of 
Jerry’s life at the John Rawlings 
Museum Grand Hall. There 
will also be a celebration of life 
reception on Sunday, March 1 
from 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. at Howe 
Mortuary at 439 Coffman St. in 

Longmont. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions may 
be made to Arkansas Valley 
Hospice in care of Horber Fu-
neral Chapel, P.O. Box 431, Las 
Animas, Colorado, 81054.
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Letter to the Editor
Wooden Clogs and Bike Cogs: Obituary of a bike commuter 

 

 

PPEETT  SSIITTTTIINNGG  
...PROMISE TO KEEP THEM 

PURRIN’ & WAGGIN’  
WHILE YOU'RE AWAY 

  
  

 KKaatthhyy  KKeesstteerr,,  oowwnneerr  
 

     303.581.0868 
   303.579.6807 cell 
        Insured 

In the sixth grade, my social 
studies teacher had our class do 
a report and presentation on a 
European country. My partner 
and I chose Denmark. I don’t re-
member much about the report, 
which I’m sure was excellent or 
blatantly counterfactual, but I do 
remember very enthusiastically 
wearing wooden clogs during 
our presentation…naturally. 
I realized then that the Danes 
weren’t afraid of doing, or in 
the case of footwear, wearing…
something hard. Also, bikes. 
Apparently, the Danes love bikes. 
At the time, I considered myself a 
“biker.” I had a super cool, yellow 
and blue-tired, chromoly-framed, 
BMX bike. Sometimes, if I was 
feeling ambitious, I’d ride the six 
miles to school, my knees hitting 
me in the chest as I pedaled down 
old country roads on my steel 
horse. It was bliss. 

Today, as an adult, a simple 
Google Maps query reveals three 
options for my morning com-
mute from Niwot to CU Boul-
der’s East Campus- 15 minutes 
by car/motorcycle, 58 minutes by 
bike, and 1 hour, 15 minutes by 
bus. As a new father and full-time 
graduate student, my default 
decision is often an easy one. One 
only has to do the math.  

Ten years ago, I decided to 
cram all my belongings into my 
Honda Civic and drive 1,800 
miles from northern New York 
to Colorado. My goal was simple: 
move to Colorado and figure it 
out. I chose Boulder, because (at 
the time), it boasted the highest 
percentage of bicycle commuters 
in the United States at 12.3%, 

according to the American Com-
munity Survey. Despite strong 
efforts to improve bike safety 
and infrastructure, Boulder’s 
bike commuting population has 
decreased over the past ten years. 
Have we become soft? Maybe. 
After all, Boulder is the birthplace 
of Crocs, which are the antithesis 
of wooden clogs. By comparison, 
Copenhagen recently reported 
that 62% of commuters do so 
via bike, up from 36% in 2012, 
according to the LA Times. It goes 
without saying that Boulder is 
not Copenhagen, and the United 
States is not Europe, but where’s 
the disconnect? 

When I arrived in Boulder, I 
happened upon a small parking 
lot adjacent to Folsom Field. 
It was here that my “figuring 
it out”, began. I quickly real-
ized that my car was serving 
no purpose other than being an 
incredibly uncomfortable place 
to sleep. Fortunately, I had two 
bikes on top of my car, which in 
short order, became my primary 
modes of transportation to and 
from my “house.” This had been 
my intention since my departure 
from Northern New York, except 
there had been an apartment in-
volved. Ultimately, my situation 
proved temporary, and lasted a 
little more than a week. Before I 
knew it, I was driving a forklift, 
dumping synthetic caffeine into 
a giant vat of powdered choco-
late wearing a hazmat suit, and 
living with/working for my dad’s 
college roommate, Marty, who he 
hadn’t spoken to in thirty years. 
Marty lived in Longmont and 
owned a business in Loveland. 

Unfortunately, my dream of be-
ing a bike commuter and living 
in Boulder seemed to be slipping 
away.

Fast forward two months. I 
had moved within the city limits 
of Boulder (this is when it was 
affordable) and sold my car (by 
choice), opting instead to rely pri-
marily on biking, while occasion-
ally using public transit. Having 
previously lived in Longmont 
and Lafayette, this is important. 
Biking in Boulder proper was 
often faster than any other form 
of transportation. Biking (or 
walking) everywhere, rain/snow/
sleet/hail or shine (which there is 
a lot of), was/is cheap, fun, good 
exercise, and (sometimes) made 
me feel…kind of…cool. It was 
sixth grade all over again! One 
only has to roll their pant cuff up 
once (and leave it there) to know 
they have entered a truly exclu-
sive club of badassery. Who cares 
if society/transit professionals 
would have otherwise classified 
me as a “captive rider,” I was just 
doing what (to me, based on the 
circumstances of my life) made 
logical sense. For me, the right 
choice, both environmentally 
and economically, was the only 
choice. At the time, I was working 
at a brokerage firm in down-
town Boulder, receiving what 

was advertised as, “NYC $$$ in 
Boulder…” not true. Yes, I was 
naïve. I would wake up every day 
(including Saturday) at 4 a.m., go 
about my morning routine, then 
bike 25 minutes to work (in a suit 

mind you), panting, sweating, 
sobering up, fighting the Chi-
nook winds, crashing, swearing, 
plastering my pin stripes with 

Continued on Page 4
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NIWOT LID ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE HELD ITS 
MONTHLY MEETING 
ON SEPT. 3

Love Niwot  Shop NiwotPASSPORT EVENT

AWESOME NIWOT

BROUGHT TO YOU BY BUSINESSES IN OLD TOWN & COTTONWOOD SQUARE

PRIZESWIN
Shop & Dine for a chance to

Show some

EXTRA

NIWOT

Passports available at all participating businesses
Starts February 29th, Runs through April 30th

GET FULL EVENT DETAILS AT NIWOT.COM/PASSPORT

a perfect vertical line of mud 
splatter, but always arriving with 
a sense of accomplishment, like 
the feeling a kid from rural New 
York got in the mid-90’s, when he 
finally discovered the importance 
of dodging Bowser’s Mecha Koo-
pas…speaking for a friend. Or, 
maybe…like the Danes. 

To some, bike culture, com-
muters or otherwise, can seem 
annoying. Whether it’s the legion 
of lycra, the single speed hip-
sters, the Little Miss Pony loving 
kindergarteners, or your Grand-
ma…they are the worst…to some 
people. Why? Because they woke 
up earlier? Because they ride too 
close to your oversized traffic 
lane? Because they seem happier? 
Because they make texting and 
driving harder? Because they 
maintain their weight by simply 
biking to school or work? In my 
opinion, none of these arguments 
have a leg to stand on. Biking 
is joy. Sure, sometimes it sucks. 
Sometimes it’s raining, too cold, 
too hot, too sweaty, too slow. 
Ultimately though, it’s joy. 

So how do we get more peo-
ple to bike? How do I get me 
to bike? For starters…making 
housing more affordable would 
be helpful. Choosing to bike or 
take the bus would mean a one 
and a half to two hour difference 
in my daily commute. Eventually, 
decisions about time become less 
about the individual and more 
about their family. It’s simply not 
sustainable. One has to assume 
that the overwhelming majority 
of individuals who previously 
lived, worked, and maybe biked 
in Boulder, but were forced to 
find affordable housing else-
where, say in Longmont, Lafay-
ette, Broomfield, or Gunbarrel, no 
longer bike. Maybe they bought 
a car out of necessity. Maybe the 
wealthier and more exclusive 
we become as a community, the 
softer we become. I think so. 
Maybe we need more wooden 
clogs and less Crocs. Be like the 
Danes. Support bike safety and 
bike infrastructure. While you’re 
at it, support affordable housing. 
Do it for Grandma.

Brian Chamberlain, Niwot

LTE
Continued from Page 3
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minute when the cement 
truck was available, and she 
came straight from work. 
“Here’s Vicki in high heels 
and nylons holding the pole 
while the cement truck is 
pouring cement in the hole, 
splattering cement all over 
her dress,” recalled Warren. 
“But we got it done.”

Though Maurer’s two chil-
dren participated in Niwot 
Youth Sports, she served on 
the board even when they 
weren’t involved. As Maur-
er ’s children grew up, she 
volunteered at their schools, 
served 12 years on the board 
of the Skyline High School 
Education Foundation, and 
was an officer with the Long-
mont branch of the American 
Business Women’s Associ-
ation.

Maurer has been active 
for the last six years as a 
board member and secretary 
for the Niwot Cultural Arts 
Association. The NCAA is 
responsible for the Niwot 
Sculpture Park, First Friday 
Art Walks, Let’s Wine About 
Winter, and other community 
ventures. Though Maurer 
supports these projects, her 
primary focus is the Rock & 
Rails concert series, where 
she serves as co-manager. 

After the NCAA had bad 
experiences with prior op-
erators, the organization, 
consisting of seven board 
members, took on running 
the event in partnership with 
the Niwot Business Associ-
ation. Maurer manages the 
beer tent volunteers, orders 
the wine and margaritas and 

keeps track of event statis-
tics--behind the scenes work 
that, according to Warren, is 
vital to the concert’s success. 
“It’s been fun putting on the 
concerts,” she said. “It’s kind 
of like hosting a big party 
every week. You get to see a 
lot of people.”

In addition to her usual 
jobs, Maurer took on many 
of Warren’s responsibilities 
last year when he was bat-
tling an illness. According to 
Henzel, the event wouldn’t 
have happened if it weren’t 
for Maurer’s efforts. 

Maurer is also one of five 
remaining original owners of 
the Left Hand Valley Courier 
and serves as business man-
ager. Maurer and six others 
founded the newspaper in 
1997 to address the absence 
of Niwot-area news in other 
local newspapers. “It’s al-
ways been a really fun time 
getting to know everybody 
on the paper,” said Maurer. 
“People come and go, but 
we’ve always had a really 
strong staff.” 

Though Maurer  infre-
quently writes,  she more 
often handles the business 
side of the paper--collecting 
checks, setting up invoices, 
making sure the bills are 
paid. The highlight of this 
enterprise for her has been 
winning Colorado Press As-
sociation awards, which vali-
date the work the newspaper 
is doing.

What  Warren appreci-
ates most about Maurer is 
her consistency and dedica-
tion, traits not always found 
in volunteer organizations. 
“She’s one of those people 
you can always count on. If 
she says she’s going to do 

something, she’s going to get 
it done. She is someone who 
thrives while working under 
pressure.”

Maurer is quick to give 
credit to her spouse, Tony 
Maurer, who is supportive 
of her extra-curricular ac-
tivities, and who is always 

pitching in to help.
When she is not working 

or volunteering for the bet-
terment of her community, 
Maurer enjoys reading and 
crocheting with “plarn,” yarn 
made out of recycled plas-
tic bags. She and Tony also 
make regular summer visits 

to a place they own at Lake 
McConaughy in Nebraska. 
Maurer ’s two children are 
stil l  in the area. Her son 
works at the Gunbarrel King 
Soopers, and her daughter 
is a third-grade teacher in 
La Salle.  

600 S Airport Rd.
(Airport and Nelson)

Longmont 720-340-4152
www.fabfindsconsign.com It’s worth the drive!

SPONSORED BY:

LAUREL
Continued from Page 1
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www.leathermanrestorations.com
dennislowrie@gmail.com

Before

After

970.390.8595

Wining about winter in Niwot

 Photo by Ann Whitehill

....  To Turn this water into wine!

 Photo by Ann Whitehill

Fly Away Home and Juniper and Twine 
hospitality station

 Photo by Ann Whitehill

The gang at Porchfront Homes - proud sponsor of Wine About Winter

 Photo by Ann Whitehill

The Courier’s own Amy-Scanes Wolfe (right) and her mom Tommi Wolfe

Even on Easter Island,  
everyone reads the Courier

Photo by Brian Lopert

Even on Easter Island, everyone reads the Courier. We’d love to see where you take 
the Courier. Send your photos from your neighborhood park, the Great Sand Dunes, 
the mountains, or where in the world you may be traveling to Editorial@lhvc.com.
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UNDER CONTRACT

$1,599,000
8955 LITTLE RAVEN TR. NIWOT

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

Ed Weaver 303.717.4304

694 FOSSIL BED CIR, ERIE
$589,000

UNDER CONTRACT

6745 NIWOT HILLS DR, NIWOT
$2,500,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

UNDER CONTRACT

1003 N 3RD ST, JOHNSTOWN
$414,900

Karlynn Spreder 303.517.0026

UNDER CONTRACT

Deborah Råead Fowler 720.378.1217
$2,450,000

6518 DAYLILLY CT., NIWOT

JUST LISTED

1412 ONYX CIR, LONGMONT
$979,000

Bonnie Beam 720-765-0224

RAINBOW RIDGE ESTATES

6860 PEPPERTREE DR, NIWOT 
$925,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

NEW ROOF COMING

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217
$525,000

1031 PORTLAND PLACE, 
#2, BOULDER

OWN PARKING SPACE

3460 23RD ST BOULDER
$1,100,000

Betsy Folsom 626.590.8037

UNDER CONTRACT

 

Tom Baldwin 
303 652-4134  

tom@wheelofcolor.biz          
www.wheelofcolor.biz  
7960 Niwot Rd. #C10  

 

Mention this ad  

for 5% discount 

 Wheel of  Color 
 FULL SERVICE PAINTING 

Specializing in  
FINE INTERIOR FINISHES 

 
 
 

    Fast, Courteous, Quality Work  
     at Affordable Rates 

Using technology to boost Mobility for All

For many of us, hailing an 
Uber for a ride home from the 
brewery or buying a bus ticket to 
Coors Field takes just a few taps 
on a screen, but for those with 
financial or other special needs, 
fluency with mobile phone apps 
isn’t always the norm. To help 
make multi-modal transporta-
tion an easy option for those un-
familiar with mobile technology, 
Boulder County’s Mobility for 
All (M4A) program is offering 
free training workshops to help 
all users “feel confident using 
smartphone apps that help you 
get around.”

“Mobility for All is working 
towards making multi-modal or 
‘alternative’ transportation acces-
sible and affordable,” Niwot resi-
dent Leonard Sitongia explained. 
He is serving as a volunteer 
“Technology Ambassador” for 
the program, and wants to help 
his fellow Niwotians learn to use 
technology to find transportation 
alternatives. “There are these 
apps for phones—like Google 
Maps and RTD’s ticketing app, 
which are really handy. I’ve been 
using them myself for a while 
now, because I travel around us-
ing alternative means, like biking 
and busing.”

A self described techie, Si-
tongia signed up with the M4A 
team last fall, out of a long-held 
conviction that a personal car is 
seldom the best choice for getting 
around.

“I worked for NCAR for many 
years, and was part of a volunteer 

program there for transportation 
alternatives, and developed a 
van-shuttle program, and eco-
pass,” he said. “Mobility for All, 
their argument is that having 
your own car can be expensive, 
and affordability is important. 
The apps are good at finding 
modes, but they can be fairly 
complicated, and that could be 
overwhelming to people. Google 
Maps has a lot of information on 
it, and the RTD ticketing app, on 
the flip side, is kind of limited, 
because it pretty much just pro-
vides electronic tickets for getting 
on the bus.”

The 90-minute workshops 
cover Google Maps, Transit, the 
RTD ticketing app, as well as the 
increasingly popular ride-sharing 
apps for Uber and Lyft. 

“It’s really much easier to use, 
and much more convenient, with 
picking you up and taking you 
somewhere, but, on the other 
hand, it’s the most expensive 
option,” Sitongia said.

The training is designed to 
help participants master “trip 
planning,” he continued, even 
those brand new to smartphones.

“You have to be physically 
able to use your phone and be 
familiar with it, enough to type 
in your address and your desti-
nation... Some people do have 
difficulty right at the beginning 
with being able to use their phone 
and getting accounts for these 
apps, and that’s why we’re there 
to help people and train them to 
use them.” 

Sitongia and other M4A 
ambassadors have conducted 
workshops throughout Boulder 

County, and now he hopes to 
bring the series to Niwot. If you 
are interested in a workshop, or 

know someone who is interested, 
contact Sitongia at sitongial@
gmail.com. For more information 

about the M4A and technology 
ambassador program, visit www.
boco.org/M4A. 

Photo by Storyblocks

Boulder County’s Mobility for All has launched training workshops to help ‘“expand 
access and use of technology-based transportation options.”

By Jocelyn RoWley

Editorial@lhvc.com
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Reviving Niwot history in Whistle Stop Park

In 1873, the year the Colorado 
Central Railroad completed its 
track, one of the first buildings 
erected was the Depot. Two years 
later, the official plat of the town 
of Niwot was filed onMarch 30, 
1875, by Porter Hinman and 
Ambrose Murray.

Niwot is rejuvenating its histo-
ry with a rendition of The Depot 
at Whistle Stop Park, to serve as 
the concessions building for Rock 
& Rails summer concerts.

This new Depot will save 
volunteers many hours current-
ly spent setting up and tearing 
down the beer tent.  The Depot 
will not only provide a pub-
like service for beer, wine and 
margaritas, it will also store the 
equipment and beverages for 
the events.

The Depot will also be avail-
able to individuals or groups who 
would like to rent Whistle Stop 
Park for family or community 
events. 

The total cost of the construc-
tion is $149,000. Our generous 
community has already raised 
$89,000 towards the project. To 
make this a reality, additional 
fundraising of $60,000 is re-
quired. 

Tony and Felicia Santelli have 
agreed to champion the fund-
raising campaign. “We need the 
involvement of those who would 

like to take leadership roles to 
help raise funds, and/or anyone 
who has enjoyed the Rock & Rail 
concerts who would like to make 
a tax deductible donation,” Tony 
Santelli said. A family foundation 
recently donated $5,000, and 
one individual has committed to 
raising $5,000 towards the goal. 
Santelli would like to find more 
individuals willing to join in the 
fundraising effort. 

If you would like to help 
raise funds please contact Felicia 
Santelli at Felicia@SantelliHeal-
ingCenter.com or phone: 303-

589-6283.
Make tax deductible dona-

tions online at NiwotArts.com/
donate; tax ID: 26-4164620

OR
Make check payable to:  Ni-

wot Cultural Arts Association 
(or NCAA), PO Box 733, Niwot, 
CO  80544

All donors of $100 or more 
will be recognized on a plaque 
at Whistle Stop Park. 

(*Source:  “Niwot Colorado, 
Echoes from a Railroad Town,” 
by Anne Quinby Dyni)

Special to the Courier

onto a wagon. He ascended the 
same hill, set his sights on the 
cottonwood tree, and then cut 
a straight line across the prairie 
to his destination. The weight 
of the logs cut deep ruts into the 
prairie.

The ruts were “straight as 
a gunbarrel.”  Thereafter, this 
makeshift road was called Gun-
barrel Road, and it bisected the 
area in Boulder County now 
known as Gunbarrel. 

Allen’s cabin was the first 
building on the site of what 
became the town of Burling-
ton, predecessor to Longmont. 
Driving north up Highway 287 
today, you pass Burlington Mar-
ketplace just before ascending 
the hill into old town Longmont. 
On the west side of the road, just 
south of the modern bridge, is 
where Allen’s cabin stood.

Allen continued to prospect 
while his stepson, WIlliam Dick-
ens, put up hay in Burlington. In 
1863, Allen constructed an inn 
and sent for his wife Mary Allen 
and her seven children to help 
him run it. The bustling Allen 
Inn was strategically located 
along the Overland Trail, a his-
toric trade route (now Highway 
287). Burlington teemed with 
freight wagons, soldiers, and 
stages, especially during the 
Civil War. The Allen Inn was also 
graced by a contract with the 
Overland Stage Company (later 
Wells Fargo). Often, sleeping 
arrangements were floor room 
only--but Mrs. Allen’s cooking 
was legendary. In 1868, the inn 
was graced by a visit from Ul-

ysses S. Grant himself.
The Allen Inn did have a 

fierce rival a half-mile to the 
south--the NiWot House. Jesse 
Greenly and his family first 
prospected in the vicinity of 
Chief Niwot’s camp. When 
Greenly, like others, gave up on 
prospecting, he hauled the house 
towards present day Niwot 
(forming another regional travel 
corridor--Skid Road). 

When Mason and Gano un-
der-bid Wells Fargo for the 
mail contract, their new stage 
line chose the NiWot House 
for boarding. Mrs. Allen was 
probably not pleased. But those 
who do their banking with Wells 
Fargo can guess how that story 
ended; Mason and Gano went 
under, Wells Fargo reclaimed 
the contract, and the Allen Inn 
continued to thrive. 

Ten years after it was first 
built, the Allen Inn hosted the lo-
cating committee for the Chica-
go-Colorado Colony. The colony 
decided to stay and locate just a 
half mile up the hill. The name it 
chose for itself--Longmont.

As for Gunbarrel, it wasn’t a 
particularly good place to settle. 
High, dry, exposed, and without 
mineral wealth, Gunbarrel large-
ly remained ranch land until 
IBM moved to Boulder County 
in 1965. The need for employee 
housing spurred suburban de-
velopment in the area, which has 
continued since.

You can get a glimpse of the 
hillside Allen saw by walking 
the Gunbarrel-East Boulder 
Trails adjacent to 75th Street. 
The view has certainly changed, 
but see if you can spot the place 
Allen chose to call home.

GUNBARREL
Continued from Page 1

Courtesy image

The new building will echo the original depot, built by the Col-
orado Central Railroad in 1873.
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Climbing, Arts, Biking, Riding, Nature, Theater, Fishing, Storytelling, Tech, Sports & More

S U M M E R
&  S P R I N G  B R E A K

C A M P S

Is your child spending too 
much time alone with a nose 
buried in devices? Do you 
want to entice your children 
to broaden their horizons and 
spend more time outdoors? 
You are in luck. Living in 

the Left Hand Valley, we are 
blessed to have an amazing 
variety of highly respected 
summer and spring break 
camps very close to home.

Over the next few pages 
of our pull-out Camp Section 
you will see what extraordi-
nary, well established camps 
and offerings are available 
nearby, high-tech, to no-tech!

With so many offerings 
nearby, you may want to 
choose multiple camps—you 
never know what will strike 
the chord of passion. Greater 
exposure offers more oppor-
tunities to discover a special 
curiosity or talent. If your 
child has already discovered 
their passion or passions, 
immersion camps provide 

a wonderful concentrated 
opportunity to increase mas-
tery.

Additionally, camps of 
all sorts confer many other 
benefits:

• Increased social skills
• Teamwork
• Confidence building
• Increased indepen-

dence

• Making new friends
• Gaining a deeper ap-

preciation of nature
In a compulsively online 

and overscheduled world, 
camp experiences and the 
friendships camps engender 
are more beneficial than ever, 
for children and their parents 
too.

Special to the Courier
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Magical Summer 2020
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Magical Summer 2020

For campers ages 5 (by October 15, 2020) through 15 years old
Dates: Monday, June 1-Friday, July 24, 2020

Pre-K-1 Camp
7am-6pm, M-F (Pre-K Campers and 

Campers entering K-1st grade)

Monday: Bike and Scooter Day

Tuesday: Swimming Field Trip

Wednesday: Camp Theme Day

Thursday: Field Trip

Friday: In-House/Walking Field Trip

Specialty Camps
Week long camps. 8am-11am 
with optional extended care until 
6pm. Some of our camps being 
offered are:
Babysitter Bootcamp, Cake 
Decorating Camp, Cooking Camp, 
Dinosaurs/Paleontologist Camp, 
Garden Camp, Kindergarten Camp,  
LEGO Mindstorm Camp, 
Makerspace Arts and Crafts Camp, 
Minecraft Co-op Camp.

2-4 Camp
7am-6pm, M-F (Campers entering 

2nd-4th grade)

Monday: Swimming Field Trip

Tuesday: Bike and Scooter Day

Wednesday: Field Trip

Thursday: Camp Theme Day

Friday: In-House/Walking Field Trip

Teen Camp
7am-6pm, M-F (Campers 
entering 5th-9th grade) 
Field Trips five days a week 
including Elitches, Rockies, 
Trampoline Parks, and so 
much more!

Registration Opens Friday, 

February 14, 2020 at 6:00PM at
https://www.flagstaffacademy.org/ap

ps/pages/summer-camps/

Jeanna Peppler, Director
Cell:  303-217-6764

Email:  
jpeppler@flagstaffacademy.org.

DRAGON FLIGHT

Dragon Flight Camp at Flagstaff Academy
Dragon Flight at Flagstaff 

Academy is a one of a kind qual-
ity Summer Camp open to the 
community. We offer low rates 
and outstanding care. Flexible 
scheduling, you pick the days. 
Campers are divided by age 
groups to allow the most fun! For 
Camps PreK-1 and 2-4, we offer 
at least two field trips per week. 
Teen Camp, grades 5-age 15, will 
go on daily outings to places that 
are exciting just for them; Elitch 
Gardens, Rockies, Loveland 
Laser Tag, Brighton Oasis, and 

so much more. Dragon Flight 
also offers some amazing one of 
a kind Specialty Camps. These 
camps are theme focused and 
run from 8-11am, M-F, with the 
option to extend care until 6pm. 
Some of the Specialty Camps 
offered are:  Cooking, Gardening 
(including working in the Green-
house), Kindergarten Camp, and 
Babysitting Boot Camp. Make 
your child’s summer Magical. 
Space Fills Quickly, Register 
Now! CCAP accepted. 

www.sunflowerfarminfo.com or call 303-774-8001

Nature, Animals and Kids
SunflowerFarm

  

      Preschool
3 - 6 years, 9 weeks
8:30 - 12:30pm or 
8:30 - 3pm

      School Age Camps
5 - 12 years, 9 weeks
Choose one or 
multiple weeks. 
9 - 1pm or 9 - 3pm

Summer 
Programs

Sunflower Farm Licensed Camps
Sunflower Farm Licensed 

Camps - Weekly School-Age 
Camps from 6/1-8/7, Ages 5-12, 
Half Day 9-1 or Full Day 9-3, cost 
$325 or $425 per week. Sunflower 
also offers a 9 week licensed sum-
mer preschool program, Ages 
3-6, 8:30-12:30 or 8:30-3, choose 
just Fridays, 2, 3, 4 or 5 day 
options available.  These camps 
are designed to give each child 
a sense of rural, farm lifestyle. 
All campers will be divided into 
groups based on age and friend 

request. Outdoo
r activities include feeding 

and care of animals, gardening 
and harvesting, trips to our 
magical forest, art, music and 
just old-fashioned play such as 
climbing haybales, slack line, an 
old airplane, and more! 

These camp days are never 
the same! For more information: 
www.sunflowerfarminfo.com or 
303-774-8001
* Spring Break Camp also of-
fered

Music Lessons 

Sandy Burrell 
303-652-3287 

Flute   Violin   Piano 
All ages, Private lessons 

Individualized Instruction 
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Thorne Nature Experience Summer Camp
Thorne Nature Experience 

Summer Camp in Boulder, La-
fayette & Littleton. Ages 2-15. Day 
camp. NEW Drop-Off Preschool 
Summer Camp in Boulder!

 Spend the summer catching 
frogs, getting muddy, biking down 
mountain trails, practicing out-
door skills, building debris huts, 

creating tools and nature art, and 
exploring Colorado’s wild places 
with Thorne Summer Camp! 
Thorne’s experienced CPR and 
first-aid trained instructors have 
minimum 460 hours of teaching 
experience, facilitate learning and 
appreciation for the outdoors 
while keeping kids safe and hav-

ing fun! Children complete the 
program with a new-found respect 
and awe for nature, increased un-
derstanding of the environment, 
and a desire to get back outside.

 For more information about 
Thorne summer camps, visit 
www.thornenature.org.

Rocky Mountain Theatre For Kids

303.245.8150
www.theaterforkids.net

5311 Western Ave, Ste 135
(near Arapahoe & 55th) Boulder, CO

S U M M E R  C A M P SS U M M E R  C A M P SS U M M E R  C A M P S

SCHOOL DAY OFF CAMPSSCHOOL DAY OFF CAMPSSCHOOL DAY OFF CAMPS
A full day of acting, improv, music, & dance!
Mar 23-27,  Apr 17 & 20

Save $50-$250 off camp
www.theaterforkids.net/coupon

Experience the RMTK DifferenceExperience the RMTK DifferenceExperience the RMTK Difference
RMTK is the only local youth theatre company that provides professional  theatre sta�,  9:1 student-teacher 
ratio, professional performance  venues, and a daily camp curriculum sculpted by 24 years of experience. 

AGES
8-16

AGES
5-9

and more!

and more!

and more!

and more!

• Matilda
• Tarzan

• Annie Jr.
• Shrek Jr.

• Matilda
• Tarzan

• Annie Jr.
• Shrek Jr.

• Peter Pan
• Snow White

• Mary Poppins
• Aladdin

• Peter Pan
• Snow White

• Mary Poppins
• Aladdin

Join the RMTK family for its 
25h summer camp season! Our 
camp day is based on a holistic 
and interdisciplinary model of 
elementary performing arts ed-
ucation. Our developmentally 

appropriate curriculum is diverse 
and rich where singing, creative 
movement and dance, acting, 
mime, improvisation and arts and 
crafts are included in every camp 
day. To ensure that our students 

get a complete theater experience, 
each session culminates in a fi-
nal evening performance at our 
theater with costumes and stage 
lights galore!
* Spring Break Camp also offered

Rocky Mountain Theater for Kids

Longmont Climbing Collective offers Summer Camps 
 Is your child wild about 

animals? Are they obsessed 
with superheroes or intrigued 
by puzzles?  Are they driven 
to train like an Olympian? The 
summer camps at the Long-
mont Climbing Collective have 
programs to suit every interest. 
Each week of camp will focus 
on skills such as balance, co-
ordination, strength, flexibility 

and focus.  Camps at LCC are 
sure to be the highlight of your 
child’s summer. 

School Aged Program de-
signed for ages 6 - 14.  

Kinder Climber Camp ages 
3-6

Full day and half day options 
available

5 day enrollment or Choose 

your Own Schedule.
* First day of camp must be 

a Monday.
Dates: June 1 – August 14
E n r o l l  t o d a y !   

https://www.longmontclimb-
ingcollective.com/youth-pro-
grams/summer-camps/
* Spring Break Camp also 
offered

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NNeeww  YYeeaarr,,  NNeeww  YYoouu!!  
TTaakkee  ssoommee  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttrreeaatt  yyoouurrsseellff  wwiitthh  AAccuuppuunnccttuurree!!  

  

SSoouutthhwweesstt  AAccuuppuunnccttuurree  CCoolllleeggee  CClliinniicc  
  

          CCaallll  ttooddaayy  ttoo  sscchheedduullee  yyoouurr  llooww  ccoosstt  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt..  
  

330033--558811--99993333            66663300  GGuunnppaarrkk  DDrriivvee  BBoouullddeerr,,  CCOO  
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Have Your Child Ride into the 
Best Summer of 2020!

Learn more at triplecreek-ranch.com • 303.444.4291

•
•

Horsemanship Summer Camp
June 8-12, June 22-26, July 13-17, July 27-31, August 3-7 

 Lesson Programs: English, Jumping, Western Riding
 Mini Horse Camps (2 days) Spring Break, Thanksgiving, Holiday  

Triple Creek Ranch
Serving Boulder County for 28 Years!
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Session I:  June 2-4
Session II:  June 16-18
Session IV:  July 21-23

Session III:   July 6-9
Session V:  August 3-6

Ages 6+ and 9+.  Day and 
overnight camps.  All-day fly 
fishing camp for youngsters.  
THREE-DAY SESSIONS: Ages 
6+, 8:30am-4:30pm, T/W/TH. 
Session I: June 2-4; Session II: 
June 16-18; Session IV: July 
21-23.  FOUR-DAY SESSIONS 
W/ 1 OVERNIGHT: Ages 9+, 
8am-5pm, M-TH.  Session III: 
July 6-9; Session V: August 3-6.  

 Fly fishing camp with the 
emphasis on fun and fishing.  
The majority of the day is on 
the water. Never more than 
4 camper per guide.  Private 
waters.  Fly tying, fly fishing, 
casting, prizes, FUN!! ALL 
equipment for each child is 
supplied.  Three-day camps 
$395 and four-day camps $595.

  Location:1904 Arapahoe 
Avenue, Boulder.  Call 303-447-
2400 for more information or 
to register.  Email us at info@
rockymtanglers.com or check 
website at rockymtanglers.com

Triple Creek 
Ranch Horsemanship Camp

 Longmont Horsemanship 
Day Camp. Ages 5.5-12. M-F. 
9 am to 2 pm.  June 8th- 12th, 
June 22 - 26th, July 13th -17th, 
July 27 - 31st, August 3rd - 7th.

Triple Creek Ranch has 
been teaching children how 
to ride and horse education in 
Boulder County for 29 years! 
Your horse-crazy child will 
experience all the different 
fun activities with horses. Be-
ginners or experienced riders. 
Western and English. Full days 
of working and riding horses, 
grooming, vet care, farrier, 
feeding, chores and more! Ev-
ery year we offer different 

things in our camps so they are 
never the same year to year for 
our campers. We always have 
those campers that keep com-
ing back! Friday is game day 
for the parents/family to come 
watch campers ride! So much 
to learn about horses!

Cost: $500, deposit $200. Lo-
cation: 4255 Nelson Rd., 80503. 
Contact Triple Creek Ranch at 
(303) 444-4291 or www.triplec-
reek-ranch.com for bookings. 
TCR camps fill quickly!

* Spring Break Camp also of-
fered

Rocky Mountain 
Anglers Fly Fishing 

Camp for KIDS

www.porchfronthomes.com
102 2nd Avenue Niwot

303-44BUILD

Custom Homes and remodels
as unique as the people who live in themProud Sponsor of

Let's Wine About Winter in Niwot
February 22nd, 1-5 pm
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Niwot. Grades 1-7. M-F, Full 
days. Circus art and survival 
skills.

Children spend time in 
nature and bring stories to 
life through physical theater, 
art, animation, and puppetry. 
We adventure into the wild, 
practice aerial dance, jug-

gling, acrobatics. We learn fire 
building, archery, plant iden-
tification and more! Located 
on on Boulder Valley Wal-
dorf                            School cam-
pus, 38 acres of open space and 
forest for games and exploring. 
Field trips to mountain lakes, 
national parks, museums, mak-

er spaces, and libraries. Our 
instructors are experienced 
educators, engineers, and pro-
fessional artists.  

www.storycampdanger-
camp.com or (603)770-3358 for 
more information. 

SUMMER CAMP AT BCD 
Day Camp for ages 3–5
Specialty Camps for ages 5–14 
Afternoon Camp for ages 5–8

We have camps that are sure to excite the  
artist, athlete, chef, scientist, musician, and  
more in your child.

Located in Gunbarrel
bouldercountryday.org/summer
State of Colorado licensed and ACIS accredited

Summer Camp at Boulder Country Day is open from 
June 1 - August 7, 2020

Boulder Country Day School 
(BCD) offers an exciting line up 
of summer programs sure to 
excite the artist, athlete, chef, 
scientist, musician and more in 
your child. All of our summer 
program offerings are planned 
by early childhood experts 
with young children’s needs 
in mind.

We believe....
·  Small is Mighty

·  Learning Lives in the Heart 
and Mind

·  Funshine + Sunshine = 
Memories of Summertime

·  Our Campus Marks the 
Spot

 We offer:
·  SANDBOX - a full-day 

(8:00am - 4:00pm) summer 
program for children ages 3-5

·  SPECIALTY CAMPS - 
target specific topics and are 

mostly held in the mornings 
from 9:00am - 12:00pm (serving 
ages 5-14)

·  CAMP BOOM! - an af-
ternoon program (12:00pm 
- 4:00pm) for children ages 5-8

Welcoming both BCD stu-
dents as well as students from 
other schools.

 Registration open now at 
www.bouldercountryday.org/
summer

Storycamp – Circus Arts
and Survival Skills
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Wrestling Preview: Experienced lineup fuels postseason expectations for Niwot  

2012 Summer Camps

Kids ages 5-18!

www.dawsonschool.org/summercamps

2013 Summer Camps
Kids ages 4-18

www.dawsonschool.org/summercampswww.dawsonschool.org/summercamps

2012 Summer Camps

Kids ages 5-18!

www.dawsonschool.org/summercamps

2013 Summer Camps
Kids ages 4-18

www.dawsonschool.org/summercamps

2020 Summer Camps
Kids Ages 5 - 15

Over 70 Camps to Choose From!
www.dawsonschool.org/summercamps

Voted oneof the TOPCAMPS inBoulderCounty!

Dawson Summer 
Camps – Sports, 
Arts, Tech and 

More!
Ages 5-15. Week-long day 

camps. M-F. 8:30 am to 4 pm. 
June 3- August 2.

Sports, Arts, Tech and More. 
Exciting NEW camps being of-
fered in 2020! Over 70+ camps 
to choose from. Full hot/cold 
lunch in our dining hall. Take 
a break and cool off in the pool 
daily. Experienced adult direc-
tor for every camp. 5:1 camper/
staff ratio. Voted one of the 
top camps in Boulder County. 
Location: 10455 Dawson Drive, 
80026. Cost range: $330 to $435 
per week.

 
For a full listing of our sum-

mer camp information visit us 
at www.dawsonschool.org/
summercamps or you can also 
email us at summercamps@
dawsonschool.org for ques-
tions. 

Skyhawks Sports Academy
 “Skyhawks provides a 

safe, fun, non-competitive 
environment to teach sports 
to children ages 4-14. Our 
programs are designed to 
give each child a positive 
introduction into sports and 
ensure they walk away with 
a smile on their face wanting 
to learn more. Since 1979, 
Skyhawks has taught over 
two million boys and girls 
Life Skills through Sports . 
. . Respect, Responsibility, 
Teamwork, Leadership and  
Sportsmanship.

Here’s what our customers 
are saying about our summer 
camps:

“ We have been attending 
this camp for a few years 
now and my son loves it! 
They make it so fun for the 
kids and the staff is very 

professional and nice.”  -Ale-
gandra B. 

“This truly exceeded my 
expectations! This was the 
first time I have ever dropped 
off my daughter for a camp 
and the coaches made me feel 
very comfortable and safe 
from the first day! They were 
excellent with explaining 
exactly what the kids would 
be doing and they were so 
encouraging towards the 
children! I am so happy to 
have found a program that 
teaches a balance of the skills 
and cooperation while hav-
ing fun! Fantastic coaches! 
We will be back next season! 
Thank you!” - Katherine T.” 

 
* Spring Break Camp also offered

LEAP into your new home!
OPEN HOUSE TOUR  |  SAT. FEB 29TH 1-3PM

TOUR ALL 3 HOMES AND RECEIVE A FREE BOUQUET OF FLOWERS!

Find out more at
DRFTEAM.COM

6518 DAYLILLY COURT
NIWOT

1412 ONYX CIRCLE
LONGMONT

8955 LITTLE RAVEN TRAIL
NIWOT
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MINI-HAWK CAMP
(baseball, basketball, soccer)

Ages 4-7

05/27 - 05/29
06/01 – 06/05
06/08 – 06/12
06/15 – 06/19
06/22 – 06/26
07/06 – 07/10
07/06 – 07/10
07/13 – 07/17
08/03 – 08/07

Longmont
Boulder

Longmont
Erie

Boulder
Boulder

Erie
Longmont

Boulder

STEM SOCCER
Ages 9-13

06/15 – 06/19 Longmont

STEM BASKETBALL
Ages 9-13

07/27 – 07/31 Longmont

*Ages may vary by location/sport

SKYHAWKS.COM/COLORADO

YOUTH SPORTS
SKILL-BASED PROGRAMS

Register Now for 
Summer 2020 Programs 

LONGMONT – ERIE – BOULDER

BASEBALL CAMP
Ages 6-12

06/22 – 06/26
06/29 – 07/02
07/20 – 07/24

Longmont
Boulder

Erie

BASKETBALL CAMP
Ages 5-14*

05/27 – 05/29
06/08 – 06/12
07/06 – 07/10
08/03 – 08/07

Erie
Longmont
Longmont

Erie

CHEERLEADING CAMP
Ages 5-9

07/13 – 07/17
07/20 – 07/24

Longmont
Erie

FLAG FOOTBALL CAMP
Ages 6-12*

06/08 – 06/12
06/15 – 06/19
07/13 – 07/17
07/27 – 07/31

Erie
Longmont
Longmont

Boulder

BEGINNING GOLF CAMP
Ages 5-8

06/22 – 06/26
06/29 – 07/02
07/13 – 07/17

Erie
Longmont

Boulder

LACROSSE CAMP
Ages 6-12

06/15 – 06/19
07/20 – 07/24
07/27 – 07/31

Boulder
Longmont

Erie

SPACE IS LIMITED ~ REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!

MULTI-SPORT
(basketball, flag football)

Ages 6-12

06/08 – 06/12 Boulder

MULTI-SPORT
(soccer, sand volleyball)

Ages 6-12

07/20 – 07/24 Boulder

SOCCER CAMP
Ages 5-12*

05/27 – 05/29
06/22 – 06/26
07/27 – 07/31

Boulder
Erie

Longmont

TENNIS CAMP
Ages 5-14*

06/01 – 06/05
06/08 – 06/12
06/22 – 06/26
07/06 – 07/10
08/03 – 08/07

Longmont
Erie

Longmont
Longmont
Longmont

TRACK & FIELD CAMP
Ages 6-13*

05/27 – 05/29
07/06 – 07/10

Longmont
Erie

VOLLEYBALL CAMP
Ages 7-14*

06/01 – 06/05
06/15 – 06/19
06/29 – 07/02
07/20 – 07/24

Longmont
Erie

Longmont
Longmont

**Visit supertotsports.com/colorado for siblings ages 2-5**



It’s been a long time since 
my friend Sadie and I have 
connected. When I was writ-
ing this column on a regular 
basis, Sadie and I would often 
talk about kids, husbands, 
work, and dealing with the 
ups and downs of life. But 
kids grow up, and husbands 
retire and decide to dedicate 
their lives to fixing the house, 
sometimes where “fixing” 
isn’t really needed.

Like a lot of people “our 
age,” both of us have been 
lucky enough to be able to 
travel. It was the subject of 
travel that made us realize 
that a familial-juxtaposition 
had occurred.

Sadie and her husband 
Sam had been doing a lot 
of foreign travel.  And as 
such things necessitate, that 
required a long distance, 
foreign travel plan from their 
cell phone carrier.

Gone are the backpacking 
days where all you need is 

enough change to connect 
with an operator to make a 
collect call home. Or, worse 
yet, needing money for a 
postcard and a stamp.

As the saying goes, there’s 
an app for that, but to have 
the app work, you need a 
cell connection; and therein 
lies the rub. That rub has to 
do with the cell phone family 
plan.

To help their kids out, 
Sadie and Sam agreed to go 
in with them for a cell phone 
family plan. Rates would go 
down for all and life would 
be good. With their MBA 
child managing the account, 
it was one thing off of Sadie’s 
plate.

W h e n  p l a n n i n g  t h e i r 
latest overseas trip, Sadie 
found their cell phone car-
rier offered a travel plan for 
$10-a-day including unlimit-
ed data for maps, restaurant 
reviews and texts and emails. 
That would also save post-
card and stamp money.

Of course ,  with WIFI , 
there’s no problem. If there’s 
no WIFI, a cell tower is need-
ed. And for every 24 hours 
you use a cell tower, you’re 
charged another $10. Not bad 
in Sadie’s opinion. But as she 

found out, the fruit of her 
loins, now known as the Data 
Overlord, felt otherwise.

Yes, the kid who had no 
problems saying, “What's 
wrong with buying $150 Air 
Jordan’s?”, was now monitor-
ing the overseas cell usage. 
The phone company’s text 
reminder that a new $10/24-
hour period was starting, not 
only goes to Sadie, but it also 
went to the Data Overlord.

So instead of receiving 
family-friendly and loving “I 
miss you” texts, Sadie started 

receiving something very 
different.
Day 1:

D a t a  O ve r l o r d  –  H e y 
Mom, remember to use the 
WIFI. It’s free.

Sadie – Hey back. There 
is no WIFI. I’m in the middle 
of nowhere and lucky to get 
any signal.
Day 2:

D.O. – Mom, one word, 
WIFI. Do you remember how 
to connect? I can send you a 
link to remind you how to 
do it. Just get to a place that 
has WIFI

Sadie – Yes, I know how 
to connect to WIFI, if WIFI 
existed here, I’d use it.
Day 3:

D.O. – Mom, we could 
have avoided this whole mess 
if you’d listened to me and 
bought a new SIM card that 
works almost everywhere in 
the world.

Sadie – I told you before I 
left, that would require a new 
phone number and since half 
my friends and your uncle 
can’t remember this number 
half the time, all they would 
do is block my calls.
Day 4:

D.O. – This is going to cost 
a &^%ing fortune.

Sadie – That’s OK. I put 
away the money that those 
&^%$ing shoes would have 
cost  so,  with dai ly com-
pounding of interest,  we 
should have enough to cover 
the charges.

After they returned, Sadie 
took an unscientific poll of 
her friends to find out what 
they thought of the $10-a-day 
plan. Not to her surprise, all 
thought it was a great deal. 
After all, paper maps are 
hard to find and you can 
quickly lose count of how 
many roundabouts you’ve 
gone through, especially 
if you’re in a country that 
drives on the opposite side 
of the road.

I’m happy to report that all 
has been settled. Sadie paid 
her debt with the interest 
earned from the shoe savings 
account. There’s even enough 
left over to start planning 
another trip.

But she knows that she’ll 
probably have another set of 
conversations about her cell 
phone usage. Because to a 
child of the 21st century any 
place without WIFI is a place 
that shouldn’t exist. 

Just save some money for 
those postcards and stamps.

LEFT HAND VALLEY COURIER Wednesday, February 26, 2020Page 16

12

It’s a laughing matter

By mARy WolBAch lopeRt

Editorial@lhvc.com

Storyblocks

The Data Overlord wants you to connect 
to the nearest available network.

The Data 
Overlord

Reminder to Vote by March 
3 (Super Tuesday)

If you haven’t already mailed 
in your paper ballot, or dropped 
it off in Longmont or Boulder, 
the voter service centers in this 
area are open for voting in the 
Presidential Primary on Monday 
February 24 through Friday,  Feb. 
28, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday Feb. 
29,  9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Boulder 
County; Monday  March 2,  8 a.m. 

to 6 p.m.; and Tuesday March 3, 
Election Day, from 7 a.m., to 7 
p.m.  All locations have the same 
hours. Two places in Longmont 
are the BOCO Clerk and Re-
corder’’s Longmont office, 515 
Coffman St., and at Front Range 
Community College’s classroom 
building, 2121 Miller Drive.  In 
Boulder, the centers available 
to drop off your ballot between 
these hours are: BOCO Clerk 
and Recorder’s Office 1750 33rd 
Street, and on the second floor 
of the University of Colorado’s 
Memorial Center, 1669 Euclid Av-
enue on the campus.  In Lafayette,  
you can drop your ballot at 1376 
Miners Drive in the BOCO Clerk 
and Recorder’s office.

Courier Staff
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Over the years, speech 
and debate kids have often 
joked, “We don’t cut up dead 
bodies, but we might quote 
them.”

First founded in Wisconsin 
in 1925, the National Speech 
& Debate Association, for-
mally known as the National 
Forensics League, sought to 
motivate high school stu-
dents to participate in speech 
and debate activities. Six 
years later, in 1931, the first 
tournament was held at Ri-
pon College with 49 schools 
participating from across 17 
states.

Students are able to par-
ticipate in a variety of events 
under three categories: 

Debate, which includes in-
dividual and partner debat-
ing, as well as other debate 
formats such as congressio-
nal.

Speech, where students 
may write an original piece, 
or may write a shorter, spon-
taneous speech using only 
pre-researched material.

Interpretation, which in-
cludes memorized individual 
and partner performances of 
a theatrical nature without 
the aid of props.

Niwot High School has 
had a debate team for many 

years, and has experienced 
much success in recent years. 
However, while the students 
enjoy winning at tourna-
ments and festivals, the stu-
dents all agree that the skills 
they gain from participa-
tion and the team dynam-
ic--which is more like that 
of a family than a team--far 
outweigh the joy of placing 
well in competition.

“I’ve met a ton of peo-
ple but also made some of 
my closest friends in high 
school,” said team captain 

Nick Valin, a senior. He pri-
marily focuses on a part-
ner-debate event called Pub-
lic Forum (PF) that focuses 
on current events. “You meet 
a lot of like-minded people, 
but also interesting people. 
Everyone on the team does 
a bunch of different things.”

Fellow senior Luke Hair, 
another debater who instead 
focuses on Lincoln Douglas 
(LD) debate (inspired by the 
historical debates between 
Abraham Lincoln and Ste-
phen Douglas and focuses 
more on values), said, “The 
best part about the team 
specifically is the amount of 
support we give each other... 
It’s really like a family--you 
see people from all walks of 
life come together. It’s not a 
one size only thing, it’s a one 
size fits all.”

All three students inter-
viewed agreed on the inclu-
sivity of the team. Valin’s 
PF partner, junior Ben Goff 
agreed, saying that due to 
the wide variety of events, 
speech and debate as a whole 
can cater to a wide variety of 

students. “You’re not going 
to find a closer group of peo-
ple in the entire school, and 
it’s going to make you more 
learned. It makes you a better 
person,” explained Goff.

The team has certainly 
gone through a number of 
changes over the years. Up 
until a few years ago, Ni-
wot competed as a tourna-
ment school but has recently 
switched to competing at 
festivals instead. While the 
general idea of competition 
remains the same--for debat-
ers, going up against various 
opponents throughout the 
day; for speech and inter-
pretation kids, performing 
their piece to a small group 
throughout the day--stan-
dard tournaments are dom-
inated by larger, Class 5A 
schools, while festivals tend 
to cater to other schools.

The decision to switch 
came about as a sort of pro-
test  against  those larger 
schools, many of them from 
the Denver school system. 
These schools, which tend to 
have more resources for their 

students, have long made it 
difficult for smaller schools 
like Niwot to compete on 
their  level .  For example, 
some of those resources are 
coming from carefully vetted 
debate evidence, sometimes 
even looked over by pro-
fessionals, or experienced 
performers giving critiques/
training and pieces known 
to win, to interpretation stu-
dents.

However, while some de-
gree of competition may have 
been lost from switching 
to the festival school cir-
cuit, Niwot’s team has found 
other benefits. For one, the 
members have placed well 
in many of the tournaments, 
especially the debate stu-
dents--Valin and Goff even 
won the state festival tourna-
ment in PF. The festivals are 
somewhat more relaxed, and 
because of that, many of the 
schools have developed close 
relationships, such as Niwot 
has,with the Alexander Daw-
son team.

The success at competition 
and within the team itself is 
evident, as is the students’ 
dedication to the team as a 
whole and to each other.

“To me,” said Hair, “Ni-
wot Forensics was the big-
gest thing to shape my high 
school career.”

Valin said, “I hope that 
the team keeps on some tra-
ditions, but I also hope that 
the team grows in ways that 
I can’t even think of. Just 
be the team that cultivates 
success at tournaments but 
having fun. Above all, a team 
that stays a family, while it’s 
getting larger, I want it to 
feel the same that people are 
together.”

“I’m very proud,” said 
Goff. “I’m grateful for him 
[Nick Valin, his partner], for 
my team, and to be debating 
for Niwot.”

Niwot forensics team builds on past toward the future

MICHAEL SHURTZ

Great Local References • Fully Insured
mwshurtz@yahoo.com

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
INTERIORS AND EXTERIORS

YEAR ROUND CUSTOM PAINTING

303-910-1674

PAINTING
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By hAnnAh SteWARt

Editorial@lhvc.com      

Courtesy Photo

Niwot Forensics has been experiencing a lot of success recently, but more than that, the students have been loving the support 
they give each other and the fun they have together.
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NHS starts new tradition of ‘Wish Week’

Niwot High School stu-
dents are no strangers to 
he lp ing  the  communi ty. 
Whether it’s individual teams 

having Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Games for their sports or 
or other groups’ fundraisers, 
students have plenty of op-
portunities for philanthropy.

After being inspired by 
one student’s personal in-

volvement with the Make-A-
Wish organization, as well as 
seeing other schools’ partic-
ipation, Niwot High School 
will have its very first “Wish 
Week.” Starting on March 2, 
the student council will have 

a variety of activities and 
fundraisers to donate to the 
foundation.

“We have a kid, our fund-
raising is  going towards 
him,” said student body 
vice-president Nick Valin, a 
senior. “His name is Isaiah 
and he’s from Fort Collins, 
he’s seven and has heart 
disease, he’s our represen-
tative.”

Valin explained that to 
reach their $7,500 goal for the 
week, they will have various 
after-school events and spirit 
days inspired by Isaiah’s in-
terests. For example, since he 
loves Disney films, they will 
have a Disney movie night 
with popcorn and are hop-
ing to get a blue car (Isaiah’s 
favorite color) with balloons 
in it. Students will have the 
opportunity to pay a dollar to 
guess the number of balloons 
to win a prize.

“We’re also going to have 
restaurant  nights  pret ty 
much every night,” Valin 
said. “We’re still working on 
the different restaurants.” 
These nights will give other 
community members the op-

portunity to participate and 
donate to the cause as well 
as the students.

There is a website set up 
for community members to 
donate directly online. It will 
be open through March 6.

To inform students and 
community members about 
the week’s events, the orga-
nizers will be posting flyers 
around the high school and 
the town. They will also work 
with other student groups to 
coordinate on social media 
and get the word out that 
way.

Val in  cont inued ,  “We 
would just love for the com-
munity to know what’s going 
on. We’re trying to make this 
a tradition.” It’s been amaz-
ing at other schools, it helps 
the overall environment and 
school spirit.”

To stay up to date with 
Wish Week activities, follow 
Niwot’s student council on 
Instagram at @niwotstuco. 
The online donation site is 
www.site.wish.org/goto/Ni-
wot2020.

By hAnnAh SteWARt

Editorial@lhvc.com      

HOUSE MADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE

HOUSE MADE ITALIAN SAUSAGE 
- $4.99 LB

OUR FAMILY SHREDDED CHEESE 
- 2/$4.00 8 OZ

OUR FAMILY CANNED TOMATOES 
- 14.5 OZ 3/$2.00 

NEW - RNEW - RAOS PASTA 

BOTANICAL INTERESTS SEEDS
NOW AVAILABLE FOR SPRING!

SUPPORTING LOCAL FARMERS AND 
BRINGING NIWOT THE BEST QUALITY 

HEALTHY FOODS SINCE 2002
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4520 N. Broadway Unit D - Boulder - Colorado 

  303-435-1039 
 
 

 
 Visit: SaltOfTheEarthTherapy.com 
       To check out our Special Deals 
        and book your Dry Salt Therapy Session online. 
   Follow Us On Instagram & Facebook:@SaltOfTheEarthBoulder 
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Landscape Construction & Design • Grounds Maintenance • 
Aeration & Fertilization • Spring & Fall Cleanup • Full 

Landscaping Services • Rock • Mulch • Flagstone Work • Tree 
& Shrub Planting • Shrub Trimming/Shaping • Tree Removal • 

Boulder Placement • Retaining Walls • Cement Work

Commercial & HOA Fully Insured Professionals

www.allprolawninc.com

Lopez and Torres bow out at state wrestling championships

SSSSSS 

Niwot seniors Jovani Lopez 
and Daniel Torres accomplished 
much more than they thought 
possible during their four-year 
high school wrestling careers, 
but in the immediate aftermath 
of grueling losses in the 2020 
Class 4A state championships, it 
was hard for them to accept fall-
ing short of their ultimate goals.

“It was a good experience,” 
Lopez said, though without 
much conviction. Minutes be-
fore, he had lost a close third 
round match in the heavyweight 

consolation bracket, putting 
him out of contention for a state 
medal, and sending him home 
from the Pepsi Center much 
earlier than he’d hoped. “I had 
some wins and losses, some 
good matches. I had a really 
good match with the Broomfield 
kid. But I didn’t really get what 
I wanted.”

Lopez went 2-2 over the 
three-day tournament, his two 
impressive wins cancelled by 
narrow losses that were in many 
ways just as impressive.  In the 
opening round on Feb. 20, he 
pinned senior Israel Lima of 
Central Grand Junction, putting 

him into the championship quar-
terfinals against second-seed 
Tyler Carpenter of Broomfield 
the next day. In that match, 
Lopez gave the powerful Eagle 
senior more than he bargained 
for, even getting him on his back 
at one point, but ultimately fell 
in a 9-7 decision.

Lopez then entered the con-
solation bracket, and won in 
the second round by fall over 
Lewis-Palmer senior Matthew 
Icke. In the third round, he 
faced Pueblo South senior Victor 
Sosa, just one victory away from 
placing in the bracket’s top-six. 
Hoping to expedite that win, 

Lopez took a gamble that didn’t 
pay off, and would go on to fall 
in a 6-4 decision. 

“I did a move that wasn’t sup-
posed to be made, and it almost 
caught me by him pinning me, 
but I told myself ‘I don’t want to 
quit now,’ and I was able to get 
out of it quick, and then just tried 
my best to score points and win 
the match, even though I was 
down.”

Niwot assistant coach Todd 

Johnson said Lopez’s premature 
takedown shot was probably 
motivated by the pressure of 
nearing his goal. 

“It was a big important match 
in the blood round of a tourna-
ment—he’s got to win to place—
and there was probably a lot of 
stuff going through his mind. It’s 
a move he hits a lot, but maybe 
it was something he forced, and 
didn’t need to. It’s worked for 
him a lot this year, and he went 
to what he knows and what he’s 
good at. I don’t know if it was the 
wrong idea, but maybe it was a 
little too early or maybe a little 
bit forced, and he could have set 
it up better.”

Lopez ended the season with 
a 34-9 record, and was a state 
qualifier two years in a row. He 
also checked winning matches 
at the Pepsi Center off his to-do 
list, and finally feels like he has 
stepped out of his older brother 
Jose’s shadow. For Niwot head 
coach Bobby Matthews, seeing 

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Senior Jovani Lopez makes Broomfield’s Tyler Carpenter pay for a mistake during the 
championship quarterfinals at the Class 4A state wrestling tournament on Feb. 21.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Senior Daniel Torres puts the moves on Ryder Hayes of Mitchell during a first round 
consolation match at the Class 4A state wrestling tournament on Feb. 21.

Continued on Page 22

By Jocelyn RoWley

Editorial@lhvc.com
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Perseverance Respect Integrity Dependability Empathy

• 2019 Colorado Trailblazer and National School to Watch
• Colorado Shines Quality Rating Level 5 Preschool 
• Small Class Size and Dedicated Staff
• Greenhouse Classroom and Garden
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Come visit us and learn why we're a National "School to Watch"!
Taking reservations for 2020-2021 School Year Tours and Open Houses now! 

www.flagstaffacademy.org

Codevilla captures two titles at Class 4A state championships

There weren’t very many 
Cougars in the pool at the 2020 
Class 4A swim and dive cham-
pionships, but what the Niwot 
state squad lacked in compet-
itors, it more than made up 
for in impressive swims. Chief 
among them were Mary Codevil-
la’s stunning performances in 
200- and 500-yard freestyle rac-
es, which brought the talented 
sophomore two individual state 
titles and helped catapult the 
youthful Cougars into ninth place 
overall. Afterwards, head coach 
Sarah Stamp said that she was 
“thrilled” with the outcome, es-
pecially after all the complicated 
math that went into shaping this 
year’s state lineup.

“It was a fantastic showing, 
and I’m really pleased with the 
top-10 finish,” Stamp said. “You 
see what’s out there for times, and 
then people swim at conference, 
and I scramble trying to make de-
cisions about where to put people 
and what to do. Then you wait for 
that psych sheet and hope you’ve 
made the right decision. I’m hap-
py with how things panned out.”

Stamp clearly made the right 

decision regarding Codevilla, 
but it probably wasn’t hard to go 
wrong with the proven second 
year-veteran, who captured her 
first title as a freshman in the 200 
individual medley. Her winning 
time of 1 minute 49.31 seconds 
in the 200 freestyle was a high 
school personal best, and more 
than half a second faster than 
the All American mark (1:50.05). 

She didn’t set a personal best 
in the 500 freestyle finals, but only 
because she did so the day before 
in the preliminary round with 
a time of 4:55.01, which was six 
seconds faster than her seedtime, 
well under the All American 

time, and less than half a sec-
ond off the Class 4A state mark 
(4:54.65). Codevilla ultimately 
won the event in 4:57.37, outpac-
ing the second place finisher by 
more than seven seconds. 

“My training has been very 
different this year,” she said. “I’ve 
been training a lot for the 500 
lately, rather than IM and breast-
stroke, which I usually train for. 
It’s been more geared toward 
mid-distance and freestyle.”

Codevilla was also instrumen-
tal in the Cougars’ relay wins, 
particularly in the 400-yard free-
style relay, the meet’s final and 
most competitive event, with just 

six-tenths of a point separating 
the second through fifth place 
finishers. Swimming the anchor 
leg, Codevilla overcame a slow 
start for Niwot and snuck them 
into one of the top five spots, 
securing just enough points to 
guarantee a top-10 finish in the 
team standings, and creating 
another memorable moment. 

“It was great just getting the 
points for the team, and support-
ing the team,” she said. “Having 
my teammates behind my back is 
what got me to those state titles, 
and it just felt really good to give 
it back.”

In other action, Emiley Yie 
did what she’s been doing all 
season for the Cougars—once 
again gladly abandoning her 
comfort zone in order to boost 
the team score. Unfortunately, 
that put the junior up against 
some elite competitors (including 
Codevilla), who only seemed to 
get faster between preliminaries 
and finals. Yie set a personal best 
in the 100-yard butterfly finals 
(58.96), but fell two places from 
(8th to 10th) from the day before. 
She also lost ground in the very 
tight 200 freestyle finals, from 4th 
to 7th, despite an almost identical 
time (1:55.17 to 1:55.64). 

“It’s kind of a roller coaster,” 
Stamp said of Yie’s results, add-
ing that her 200 free time was just 
three-tenths of a second behind 
the fourth place finisher. “Swim-
ming as a whole is getting faster, 
so it’s hard to say why. The top-10 
in everything was respectable.”  

Yie was happy with her per-
sonal performance, even if a little 
dismayed with the final stand-
ings. She also said this year’s two-
day state meet was a lot more 
“fun” than 2019, when Niwot 
was the Class 4A runner-up.

“I went best times in both of 
my events, so that’s good. The 
100 fly was one of those flexible 
events, and that was really fun 
to be able to swim, since I don’t 
usually get to race in that...I feel 
overall it was just a lot better 
experience.”

Elsewhere for Niwot, junior 
Sophia Gaspar joined Codevilla 
and Yie on the 400 freestyle relay, 
and also competed in the 100 but-
terfly, finishing in 18th (1:02.77). 
Junior Lucca Fulkerson helped 
lead Niwot to a 16th-place finish 
in the 200-yard medley relay 
(1:57.57), along with freshman 
Rowan Lavigne, Lexy Bullen and 

By Jocelyn RoWley

Editorial@lhvc.com

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Sophomore Mary Codevilla looks to the scoreboard after beating Mullen’s Chase 
Davison to win the state title in the 200-yd freestyle at the Class 4A swim champi-
onships on Feb. 19. 

Continued on Page 22
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Niwot High’s new football coach expects more than wins

taddikentree.com 303.554.7035

You know me, I think there
ought to be a big old tree right
there. And let’s give him a friend.
Everybody needs a friend.
Bob Ross

Niwot High’s new head 
football coach, Nik Blume, 
doled out pizza and enthu-
siasm when he met with the 
players and their parents last 
week, sharing his “full tilt” 
approach to coaching. He won’t 
officially be on staff until the 
end of the semester, but he’s 
already laying the groundwork 
for next season. 

Blume told the players that 
weightlifting will start this 
spring. “That’s non-negotia-
ble for me. If you don’t like 
weights, this might not be for 
you,” he said. “You have to be 
physically prepared in order to 
excel at this game.” 

Excel. Excellence. Disci-
pline. Respect. Manners. Coach 
Blume talked to players and 
their families about almost 

everything except winning. 
Maybe he doesn’t want to jinx 
the season before it begins. 
Maybe it just sounds smarmy. 
Or maybe, focusing on winning 
isn’t actually how to win. 

That’s a vision that he shares 
with Athletic Director Joe 
Brown. It’s one of the reasons 
Blume was chosen to replace 
Jeremy Lanter, who resigned 
after another disappointing 
season when the Cougars went 
3-7. “We’re committed to chas-
ing excellence,” Blume said. 
“You do the little things well. 
And the more you do the little 
things well, the more big things 
go your way. When you do 
that, the winning happens on 
its own.” 

That philosophy and a focus 
on the big picture made Blume 
the man for the job, according 
to Brown. “You set that foun-
dation of good character, hard 

work and dedication. When 
you do that, you’re going to 
win,” said Brown. 

But that’s not the only rea-
son Blume stood out. “First 
and foremost it’s because he’s a 
good person,” Brown told the 
audience. “He has strong moral 
values and believes in the de-
velopment of young men into 
young adults and cares about 
the development of the whole 
person, not just Xs and Os.”

Blume seems suited for the 
job with a sturdy frame, full 
beard, deep voice, and a big 
personality. He comes from 
Lutheran High School in Parker 
where he served as an assistant 
coach in track and football. 
He’ll coach both sports at Ni-
wot too, serving as an assistant 
for track in addition to the head 
coaching position in football. 

The multi-sport coach is a 
big believer that kids benefit 
from doing more than one 
sport, something he’ll encour-
age as a way for students to 
improve their athletic skills 
year-round. He worries that 
today’s trend towards special-
ization keeps kids from getting 
the most out of the athletic and 
social opportunities that come 
with being part of various high 
school teams. By promoting 
multi-sport participation, he 
hopes to attract athletes from 
other sports to increase the 
number of football players to 
help Niwot be more compet-
itive.  

The new coach spent a 
chunk of the evening talking 

to players and parents one-
on-one. “In year one it’s about 
relationships. It’s always been 
about relationships for me. The 
inside out coaching approach is 
to build a quality program that 
your kids have to get excited 
and they have to trust you and 
feel cared about.” 

Parents responded to that 
message. “I really like that he 
wants to be fully invested in the 
boys’ lives,” said Stacie Leath-
erwood whose son, Easten, is 
on the team. “It feels good to 
have someone new come to the 
Niwot family and help these 
kids and walk with them. I 
just like his character and what 
he stands for. I really like his 
background.” 

Blume’s background is in 
Big Red football country. He 
was raised in the small farming 
and ranching town of Valen-
tine, Neb. He’s the oldest in a 
family of eight that includes 
biological, adopted and step-
children. Add to that several 
foster children over the years 

and his family could field an 
entire offense with a couple 
of subs. 

He describes his upbringing 
as a “no-nonsense blue-collar 
family” that was diverse and 
frugal, with his father work-
ing as a tractor mechanic and 
his mom carrying a lot of the 
household responsibilities. It 
taught him patience, sharing 
and, as the oldest child, an 
appreciation for kids. 

Blume has coached kids for 
17 years. He told the parents 
he doesn’t have any children 
of his own, so he sees their 
kids as his kids. “My time, my 
focus is going to be on making 
your young men better people. 
Athletics stops. Who are they 
going to be, what are they go-
ing to accomplish when they 
leave here, is more important 
to me at the end of the day,” 
Blume said. 

“I want to win games. Don’t 
get me wrong, I just told your 

Photo by Pattie Logan

Nick Blume will lead Niwot’s football team beginning in the 2020-21 school year. 

By pAttie logAn

Editorial@lhvc.com      

Continued on Page 23



Recently, three Niwot High 
students were recognized 
by the Rotary Club of Ni-
wot for their outstanding 
achievements in and out of 
the classroom. The three were 
introduced at a recent Rotary 
Club breakfast by principal 
Eric Rauschkolb and received 
a plaque noting the award. 
They are now eligible for a 
scholarship from the RCN. 

Natalia Storz — December 
Natalia has excelled in the 

classroom, and she has also 
demonstrated many person-
ality traits that have exem-
plified her selflessness and 
commitment to success, both 
her own and that of others. 
Her leadership credentials are 
impeccable, as she has been 
in Student Council since 9th 
grade, has served as her class’ 
Vice President twice, and 
this past spring was elected 
the Student Body President. 
Storz is the co-president of the 
Spanish Club, is the co-pres-
ident of the Niwot Student 
Boosters Club, and has served 
as the student representative 
on the Niwot High School 
Education Foundation. She is 
also the Vice President of the 
Niwot Environmental Club 
and is a member of the NHS 
Politics Club., as well as a 
past captain of the JV Soccer 
Team, and is a current two-
year member of the varsity 
lineup. Storz has served as a 
volunteer with the Lefthand 
Watershed Oversight Center 
and with Crayons to Cal-
culators (a non-profit that 
supplies low-income students 

with school supplies). She has 
earned an Academic Letter 
every year in school, and has 
been the Student of the Month 
for the Social Studies, En-
glish, and World Languages 
departments.  

Joelle McDonald – January 
Joelle has excelled in the 

classroom, and she has also 
demonstrated many person-
ality traits that have exem-
plified her selflessness and 
commitment to success, both 
her own and that of others. 
She has been on Jared Polis’ 
Youth Advisory Council and 
has served on our school 
district’s Student Advisory 
Council. Last spring, Mc-
Donald was selected to be 
NHS’ representative to the 
HOBY (Hugh O’Brian Youth) 
Leadership Conference, and 
was our representative to 
the local Doing Democracy 
Day forum.  She has been a 

four-year member of the cross 
country team, is the president 
(and former VP) of the Garden 
Club, and is also the founder 
and president of the De-Stress 
Club. In terms of leadership, 
work ethic, and making a 
difference in our school and 
community, Joelle is in a class 
by herself.

Nick Valin – February
Nick has excelled in the 

classroom, and he has also 
demonstrated many person-
ality traits that have exem-
plified his selflessness and 
commitment to success, both 
his own and that of others.  
He is the head captain of the 
speech and debate team, and 
was a state champion in the 
Public Forum Debate. Valin 
is the founder and president 
of the NHS Polit ics Club, 
and president of the Student 
Boosters Club. Valin also 
serves as Secretary General of 
our chapter of Model United 
Nations, Student Body Vice 
President, and captain of his 
Colorado junior crew team. 
Valin has volunteered on the 
freshman orientation com-
mittee, and took a six week 
service trip to Sri Lanka. He 
has interned for the Colorado 
Attorney General, participat-
ed in a Junior State of America 
program at Georgetown Uni-
versity, and spent four weeks 
at Concordia College in a 
Spanish immersion program. 
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your kids I hate losing more 
than I like winning. But at the 
end of the day are they becom-
ing better people? Are they 
becoming significant in the 
lives of each other, your lives, 
in lives of the community, and 
when they go down the road 
and have their own family?” 

It’s a message that resonat-
ed with junior safety Jordan 
Byers. “I was impressed with 
him. How we’re going to have 
a bigger brotherhood and be a 
part of the community,” said 
Byers. 

Strong safety and running 
back Easten Leatherwood, 
thinks Blume is a good mix-
ture of likable and tough. 
“There are some coaches that 
are kind of soft on you. And I 
feel like he’s not going to be 
the one that’s going to be soft 
and that’s good for me,” said 
Leatherwood. 

That comment proves a 
point for Brown. “He’s go-
ing to hold kids accountable. 

They might not like it at first, 
but kids like accountability. If 
we’re holding kids accountable 
and to high standards, they’re 
going to achieve them,” said 
Brown, who included the 
players in the decision-making 
process by asking them for a 
list of qualities they wanted 
in a coach. 

He said Blume checked all 
the boxes and more. “He’s got 
a variety of knowledge about 
football when it comes to the 
Xs and Os. We all know that’s 
an important piece of it,” said 
Brown, “but the most import-
ant piece of it is getting those 
kids to believe that that’s going 
to work and that’s going to 
move us forward. I just think 
he brings such a powerful 
presence, ideas and energy 
that our numbers are going 
to continue to grow now and 
people will start talking about 
Niwot football in a positive 
way.” 

Blume will teach P.E. and 
Health, just as he did for the 
past seven years as a Lutheran 
High School Lion. Now he’ll 
become a Cougar, and the 
school is excited to see what 
this new cat will bring. 

FOOTBALL 
COACH
Continued from Page 21

Stephanie Mow, who also 
rounded out the 400 freestyle 
relay. Overall, Stamp was very 
pleased with the performance 
of her underclassmen in the 
high-pressure event, and is 
looking forward to coaching a 
2020-21 team that won’t be los-
ing any of the state swimmers 
to graduation.

“It wasn’t an easy season, es-
pecially compared to last year, 
but we chipped away at things, 
won conference, and then came 
here and got top-10. All the 
girls are just great, and they’re 
all coming back next year.”

Feb.18-19  —  Class 4A State Swimming 
Championships, VMAC, Thornton
Team scores — 1. Cheyenne Mountain 348, 
2. Rampart 340, 3. Mullen 275, 4. Dakota 
Ridge 229, 5. Windsor 221, 6. Broomfield 
205, 7. Silver Creek 204, 8. Monarch 182.5, 9. 
Niwot 164, 9. Grand Junction 164, 11. George 
Washington 124.5, 12. Highlands Ranch 118, 

13. Pine Creek 116, 14. Arvada West 113, 
15. Greeley West 105, 16. Wheat Ridge 89, 
17. Golden 82, 18. Standley Lake 63, 19. Air 
Academy 55, 20. Thompson Valley 54, 21. 
Longmont 46, 22. Coronado 37, 23. Loveland 
35, 24. Fruita Monument 30.5, 25. Denver 
South 30, 26. Liberty 22, 27. Centaurus 19, 
28. Palmer 7, 29. Montrose 6, 30. Ponderosa 
4, 30. Pueblo West 4, 32. Mountain View 2.5
200 medley relay — 1. Rampart, 1:44.04; 
Mullen, 1:45.51; 3. Cheyenne Mountain, 
1:46.56; 16. Niwot (Mow, Lavigne, Fulkerson, 
Bullen), 1:57.57 
200 freestyle — 1. Codevilla, 1:49.31; 2. Da-
vison, Mullen, 1:50.27; 3. Brovold, Rampart, 
1:53.24; 7. Yie, 1:55.64
100 butterfly — 1. Brovold, Rampart, 56.92; 2. 
Sowitch, Mullen, 57.65; 3. Webster, Monarch, 
57.72; 10. Yie, 59.09; 16. Gaspar, 1:02.13
500 freestyle — 1. Codevilla, 4:57.37; 2. 
Sanderson, Cheyenne Mountain, 5:05.76; 
3. Hayward, Cheyenne Mountain, 5:08.00
200 free relay — 1. Mullen, 1:33.11; 2. Ram-
part, 1:3.56; 3. Cheyenne Mountain, 1:38.34; 
4. Niwot (Luo, Yie, G. Shaw, Vu), 1:38.77;
400 free relay — 1. Dakota Ridge, 3:32.55; 
Grand Junction, 3:37.25; 3. Broomfield, 
3:37.26; 5. Niwot (Mow, Gaspar, Yie, Codevil-
la), 3:37.85

SWIM
Continued from Page 20

Rotary Club of Niwot honors 
Students of the Month

7980 Niwot Road  -  Niwot, CO 80503
(303) 652-8082

www.bankofestespark.com

Courtesy Photo

Niwot High students Nick Valin (far left), Joelle McDonald and Natalia Storz were 
honored by the Rotary Club of Niwot and principal Eric Rauschkolb as Students of 
the Month..

Special to the Courier
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MICHAEL SHURTZ
PAINTING

Residential & Commercial
Interiors & Exteriors

GREAT Local References
*Fully Insured*

mwshurtz@yahoo.com

PAINTING

 

The Left Hand Valley Courier is in need of a carrier for a Niwot route as well as sub-

stitute carriers. Candidates must be self-starters with transportation, available on a 

moment’s notice and pay attention to No Delivery details. If you are interested, please 

email editorial@lhvc.com.

ROUTE & SUBSTITUTE CARRIERS NEEDED

Marilyn’s House Cleaning
14 years’ experience, excellent references available. 

I currently clean for 10 Niwot, Boulder and Gunbarrel homes. 
One person cleaner. 

Detailing is my specialty. 
720-810-2036   

HOUSEKEEPING

GUITAR LESSONS

EASY GUITAR TAUGHT EXPERTLY 
Learn your favorite songs, quickly, at home! 4 one-hour 
lessons for $150 locally. All ages/styles. 303-349-2763 

soyouwannaplayguitar.com

LANDSCAPING

GARDEN RENOVATIONS LANDSCAPING
A full-service design and build company in 

Boulder County for 28 years doing plantings, 
irrigation, patios, walls, walkways, etc.

We Do FALL CLEANUPS and PRUNING! 
Call/text Joe @ 720.243.1510

Email: joe.reichert@jimtown.org
Website:  garden renovations.pro

Local references

Left Hand Valley Courier Classifieds  
 $21 flat rate, 8 lines (6 words per line).

Send a check with your ad, name and phone num-
ber to P.O. Box 652, Niwot, CO 80544.

Contact advertising@lhvc.com with questions.
The deadline for the ad is the Thursday pri-

or to next week’s publication.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Garden-level mother-in-law apartment available in Gunbarrel. 
Private, clean 1-bedroom, 560 SF, separate entrance on lower level 
of our home. Dining/living room, kitchen area, full bath, private 
W/D, patio alongside beautiful garden. Space for one person, 
female only. Sorry, no pets. $850/month including utilities. Please 
call 303-530-9697.

Maaage Special
90 MINUTE SESSIONS

$65 FOR 1  -  $180 FOR 3
FOR YOURSELF, FAMILY OR FRIENDS

TALITHA BUTTERFIELD, CNMT – 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
303-652-0511  BFIELDTHERAPY@COMCAST.NET

the younger Lopez evolve into a 
state-level talent has been one of 
the rare surprises in his coaching 
career.

“For Jovani to be one match 
away is amazing,” Matthews 
said. “How far he’s come as a 
wrestler, as a person, and as a 
leader and an athlete at Niwot 
High School is leaps and bounds. 
If you’d asked me the first day I 
met him if he’d be here, I would 
probably have said no. But then 
I saw that potential in him over 
the years.” 

For Torres, the 2020 state 
tournament ended much the 
way his 2019 tournament did—
with a loss to Windsor’s Tyler 
Grasmick in a second consolation 
round match. This time, howev-
er, the Niwot senior won’t get a 
shot at redeeming himself next 
year, which came as a painful 
realization to the tenacious over-
achiever.

“It’s pretty disappointing,” 
Torres said. “Looking back, it was 
the last match ever of my high 
school career. It’s over already, 
even though I got an extra week 
compared to a lot of people. I 
definitely wish I could have done 
better, and maybe if I hadn’t been 
injured I could have learned more 
techniques, and more skills.”

Torres was 1-2 for the week-
end, his win coming in an 8-3 
sudden victory over Mitchell’s 
Ryder Hayes in the first conso-
lation round. His coaches also 

believe his injury played a role in 
the early exit from state, though 
both are amazed he came back at 
all, never mind winning a match 
at the Pepsi Center.

“I would say the biggest thing 
this season for him was that he 
had six weeks off,” Matthews 
said. “There were a bunch of kids 
this year who didn’t have any 
weeks off, and they didn’t make 
it here. He was able to make it to 
state with basically one arm. I’m 
pretty proud of that. It shows 
who he is as a person, and who 
he’s become.”

Like Lopez, Torres has been 
a Niwot wrestling success story, 
rising from novice roots as a 
freshman to qualify for the Class 
4A championships as a junior 
and senior. He hopes his personal 
model of success— based on hard 
work and determination—will 
trickle down to the underclass-
men and bring future success to 
the program. 

“I’m proud that I was able to 
be a leader for my team,” he said. 
“I know we have a lot of capable 
wrestlers on our team, with a lot 
of skill and a lot of heart, and they 
still have a couple of years ahead 
of them... Jovani and I left a legacy 
of having a goal and reaching it, 
and that’s what I wanted to leave 
for my team.”

Matthews agreed with Torres’ 
assessment of the pair’s legacy, 
and added that they will leave the 
program better than they found 
it, both on and off the mat.

“I’m just proud of those guys 
for competing, working hard, 
and representing our program. 
They’ve laid a foundation for the 
next group coming through to 
understand what it takes to be a 
Niwot wrestler, how important it 
is that you do well in school, that 
you’re a good person and a good 
teammate.”

WRESTLING
Continued from Page 19

Photo by Pattie Logan

Senior Daniel Torres gets caught by Windsor’s Tyler Grasmick during a second round 
consolation match at the Class 4A state wrestling tournament on Feb. 21.
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LONGMONT 
LEASING CENTER

NOW OPEN
Open daily
9 AM - 6 PM

& by appointment

Prepare to surround yourself with award-
winning design, use our expansive fitness 
center, and enjoy meals by Longmont’s 
finest culinary team. Your chauffeured 
Tesla will be charged and ready to support 

your active lifestyle.

Quality care on site if and 
when you need it. 

Live well. Live Balfour.

Balfour Longmont opening late fall 2020
1850 South Hover Street, Longmont CO 80501

720.471.0711         BalfourCare.com

NOW OPEN


