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Niwot brings back Dancing Under the Stars Niwot Jewelry 25th + Pinocchios + 
Ivy and Thistle = Time to Celebrate

The year 2019 saw the end 
of Boulder’s iconic Dancing 
Under the Stars after 35 years 
of offering free summer danc-
ing nights in the middle of 
town. That same year Cather-
ine McHale, a member of the 
local dancing community her-
self, decided that it shouldn’t 
completely disappear, it should 
just move to Niwot.

“I saw a Facebook post of 
the original organizers who 
said they had to cancel it… 
They hadn’t managed to get an 
agreement with the city,” she 
explained. “So I approached 
Cottonwood Square and we did 
it for the first time in 2019 and 

By HANNAH STEWART

Courtesy Photo

Niwot will once again host its outdoor dancing series this summer, starting in 
June. Organizer Catherine McHale said, “It’s a way to see your friends and neigh-
bors in a different context and enjoy the music… It’s great, I’m so excited that 
we’re going to bring it back.”

When you hit a major busi-
ness anniversary there’s reason 
to celebrate. When owners open 
two businesses in the middle of 
a pandemic, there’s a different 
reason to celebrate. Adding it 
all together results in the triple 
celebrations taking place next 
weekend for Niwot Jewelry & 
Gifts, Pinocchio’s restaurant and 
Ivy and Thistle hair salon.  

Over the past few months, 
Jan Kahl and Jason Scarbrough, 
co-owners of Niwot Jewelry & 
Gifts, took the lead organizing 
the event in honor of their store’s 
25th  year in business, and to 
show the connections they have 
with the other businesses that 
share their 2nd Avenue plaza 
location. The family-friendly 
festivities start on Saturday, June 

12, from noon to 5 p.m. and fea-
ture music, some drinks, and 
treats including popcorn and 
cotton candy.   

A highlight of the event in-
cludes a 3 p.m. gift drawing. 
Prizes include a half-carat dia-
mond pendant provided by Ni-
wot Jewelry & Gifts and a cele-
bration basket that includes gift 
cards and products from all three 
shops.

To enter, go to the jewelry 
store on any day leading up to 
the event to submit an entry. 
Winners have to be present 
during the drawing to claim their 
prize.

Niwot Jewelry & Gifts, one of 
Niwot’s longest-term retail busi-
nesses, is celebrating a quarter 
century doing business here. 

By DEBORAH CAMERON

Continued on Page 11 Continued on Page 4

Heroic German shepherd was beloved by Niwot Elementary kids 

He was 120 pounds of black 
and brown love at the end of the 
school day for kids at Niwot El-
ementary School. For the past 
two years Sully the German 
Shepherd would wait outside 
the school to pick up his three 
“sisters,” Maggie, Abigail and 
Emma, and walk them home. 
The girls and their classmates 
would blast out of the school 
doors, eager to find Sully and 
engulf him with their affection.

“I don’t really think the kids 
were ever scared of him, be-
cause he just had this demean-
or to him that you knew he was 
just the sweetest boy ever,” 
said Mom, Lucia Richardson. 

“They loved him and want-
ed to pet him,” said seven-
year-old Abigail Richardson, 
who never got tired of petting 

her beloved dog. “He would 
make my heart warm whenev-
er I would pet him and he is so 

soft.”  
Sadly, Sully wasn’t waiting 

at school when the semester 

ended. The 10-year-old Shep-
herd unexpectedly passed 
away from cancer a few weeks 
ago, leaving a Sully-sized hole 
in the hearts of the Richardson 
family, the students and other 
Niwot community members. 
People have dropped off flow-
ers in the family’s backyard. 
“Everybody just loved Sully,” 
Lucia said. 

Sully loved going for walks 
around town and beyond. He 
attracted admirers wherever 
he went. “We would get more 
compliments on him than we 
ever got on all three of our 
kids,” said Lucia.

The dog’s size was matched 
by his enormous capacity for 
kindness, something the family 
said he offered to people, dogs 
and wildlife. “He was just al-
ways very calm and very sweet 
for how big he was. We would 

have bunny rabbits and squir-
rels in our back yard because 
they all were friends with him.” 
Lucia said.

There was one exception. 
The family went on a camping 
trip near Aspen last summer. 
They finished a hike and had 
a snack. Parents Troy and Lu-
cia were relaxing in their camp 
chairs with Sully at their feet 
while the girls were playing in 
a stream when a cinnamon-col-
ored black bear came out of the 
bushes.

“When I saw the bear, I was 
thinking, What do I do? My 
bear spray was back at camp. I 
can’t punch a bear,” said Troy. 
“It was kind of scary, because 
the bear was very curious about 
what was going on.” 

By PATRICIA LOGAN
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Sully and five-year-old Emma Richardson enjoy a sunny day. The German Shep-
herd came into the family when the oldest of the three girls was a baby. Troy 
Richardson said Sully acted like they were his little sisters, protecting and playing 
with them, “They would dress him up and he would let them.” 

Continued on Page 11



Volume 25
Issue 222

LHVC .COM

Community
ROCK & RAILS

Niwot’s summer concert 
series, Rock & Rails, kicks 
off its 15th season on Thurs-
day, June 3, at Whistle Stop 

Park. Opening act Pache-
co & Bower takes the stage 
at 5 p.m., followed by the 
headliner Mojomama at 6:30 
p.m. Admission is free, but 

donations to the Tip Jars are 
highly encouraged. For more 
information, see pages 6-7. 

DANCING UNDER 
THE STARS

Dancing Under the Stars 
makes its  2021 debut on 
Friday, June 11 at 7 p.m. in 
Cottonwood Square. For more 
information, see page 1.

CAR SHOW
FRIDAYS

Niwot Market and Niwot 
Tavern are hosting classic 
car shows on Friday nights 
from 5 - 8 p.m. in Cottonwood 
Square. Car enthusiasts are 
invited to park their hot rods, 
muscle cars, and lowriders 
at the Market or just come 
by and look, and then head 
to Niwot Tavern for socially 
distanced live music.  

NOMINATIONS OPEN
Nominations are still open 

for the Rejuvenation Award, a 

cash prize for early educators 
in St. Vrain Valley, sponsored 
by the Longmont Community 
Foundation and the Alchemy 
Fund. Parents, guardians, 
community members and or-
ganizations are encouraged to 
nominate a dedicated teacher 
who instructs preschool to 
third grade in the St. Vrain 
Valley area (as defined by 
the district boundaries). To 
nominate someone, fill out the 
application form and create 
a short video supporting your 
candidate. All nominations 
must be received before mid-
night on June 4. Winners will 
be announced mid-June 2021. 
For more information, contact 
the Longmont Community 
Foundation at 303-678-6555.   

JURIED ART SHOW
Submissions for the Niwot 

Cultural Arts Association’s 
annual  Why Not Niwot? ju-
ried art show are due June 
14. Grand Prize is $500, and 

the People’s Choice prize is 
$100. Entries from finalists 
will be displayed throughout 
Niwot during July and Au-
gust, and the winners will be 
announced at the Niwot First 
Friday Art Walk in Septem-
ber. For more information or 
to download an application, 
visit niwot.com/events.

GOT POTHOLES? HERE’S 
HOW TO REPORT THEM

If it’s springtime in Col-
orado, then there are pot-
holes. If you have a pothole 
in your neighborhood, go 
to www.bouldercounty.org /
transportation/road-mainte-
nance/road-service-request/ 
and fill out the online request 
form. Besides potholes, the 
form also accommodates is-
sues with culvert or drainage 
problems, damage or missing 
street signs, traffic or speed-
ing issues and tree or vegeta-
tion problems.
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		Niwot	United														7405	Lookout	Rd				(Gunbarrel)	
		Methodist	Church				303-530-0241		www.niwotumc.org

Embrace	the	community,	transform	the	world	

Sunday Service 
10:20am In-Person & Facebook Live 

Wednesday Bedtime Story  
7pm Facebook Live 

LHVC PET SPOTLIGHT
Sponsored by

Bowhaus Dog Daycare
and Boarding

Meet Sky! Sky is a 3-year-old Blue Heeler 
mix. If you are familiar with the breed, you 
know that they are VERY smart and deter-
mined pups. Sky is very friendly with 
people and other dogs alike. He is search-
ing for an energetic family that will give 
him the attention and exercise he needs. 
Sky's favorite pastimes include fetch, chase 
and snuggling with a human companion. 
Sky is being fostered through Farfels Farm 

and is currently residing with a family here in Boulder. If you are 
interested in meeting Sky or any other awesome pups, please 
go to farfels.com or call (303)443-7711.

90 MINUTE SESSIONS
$80 FOR 1    $225 FOR 3

FOR YOURSELF, FAMILY OR FRIENDS

https://www.lhvc.com/
https://www.svvsd.org/schools/maps-boundaries/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfAnFPAMPN9ZBsSU1Tf5xWiSYXZntQaijs0rBC4lXbmo46oxQ/viewform
http://niwot.com/events
http://www.bouldercounty.org/transportation/road-maintenance/road-service-request/ 
http://www.bouldercounty.org/transportation/road-maintenance/road-service-request/ 
http://www.bouldercounty.org/transportation/road-maintenance/road-service-request/ 
http://niwotumc.org/
https://www.bowhausco.com/
http://butterfieldwellness.com/
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This month’s recipient 
of the Left Hand Laurel is 
Shana Oehmke, uber-parent 
volunteer at Heatherwood 
Elementary School (HES). 
Living just three blocks away 
from the school for the last 
15 years, the Oehmke chil-
dren had an easy commute to 
HES; Henry is a third-grad-
er this year, Charlotte is in 
seventh grade at Platt Mid-
dle School, and Amelia is a 
sophomore at Fairview High. 

HES school office manag-
er Marlys Lietz wrote, “Sha-
na has worked hard to keep 
our school finances in order 
and has been especially at-
tentive during this year of 
the pandemic when we were 
unable to hold our usual 
school fundraisers. She is 
quick, smart, and always 
serves with a smile.”

Oehmke grew up in Ten-
nessee, earned an under-
graduate degree in psycholo-
gy in Pennsylvania and then 
attended graduate school at 
the University of Michigan 
and Michigan State where 
she and husband Bob met. 
She was studying school psy-
chology when she had her 
first child and decided it 
was more fun to stay home 
and play with the baby than 
any other option. Bob’s job 
as a computer scientist with 
NCAR prompted the move 
from Michigan to Gunbarrel. 

It comes as no surprise 
that with a love for children 
and an interest in school 
psychology.  Shana’s caring 
about kids and their edu-
cation continued to figure 
prominently in her life.

“When Amelia was in 
kindergarten, I got my first 
Heatherwood volunteering 
job,” Oehmke said. “I vol-
unteered in the kindergar-
ten classroom working with 
small groups of kids.”  

This year marks her elev-
enth year of giving time and 
energy to HES. 

Lots of teacher directed 

classroom tasks and prepar-
ing dinners for parent-teach-
er conference nights were 
ways in which she’d pitch 
in. Working in the school 
library also became a focus 
for Oehmke. Her younger 
children would come along, 
keeping busy with quiet ac-
tivities while Oehmke helped 
students find and check out 
books. 

Three years ago, much to 
her surprise, Oehmke be-
came HES’s Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO) treasur-
er. 

“I never thought I’d get 
involved in PTO because I 
thought, ‘Oh, that’s for all 

the political go-getters and I 
like my little job of shelving 
books in the library where 
it’s quiet and I see the kids.’” 

With the encouragement 
of other parents, Oehmke 
applied for the treasurer’s 
position, was elected, and 
has since found it very inter-
esting to be part of the inner 
workings of the school bud-
get, fundraising, and helping 
the school maintain fiscal re-
sponsibility.The job is a two-
year position, but because of 
COVID all members of the 
PTO board continued in their 
positions. 

S H A N A  O E H M K E

L E F T  H A N D  L A U R E L

• • We offer daily report cards with photosWe offer daily report cards with photos
• • Webcams in all the play yardsWebcams in all the play yards
• • Proudly serving You since 2005Proudly serving You since 2005
• • Check out our AWARD WINNING Grooming!  Check out our AWARD WINNING Grooming!  

Call and BOOK NOWCall and BOOK NOW
Mention this ad 
Mention this ad 

and receive a  
and receive a  

FREE PUPSICLE!!!
FREE PUPSICLE!!!

CALL  CALL  
NOW!NOW!

Fun in Fun in 
the Sun!the Sun!

We are having some serious fun in the sun and you don’t We are having some serious fun in the sun and you don’t 
want your dog to miss out! Summer is a busy time and we fill want your dog to miss out! Summer is a busy time and we fill 
up fast, be sure to book your dogs vacation now! Ask about up fast, be sure to book your dogs vacation now! Ask about 
our enrichment program and frozen Kongs.our enrichment program and frozen Kongs.

When making vacation plans this summer, don’ t forget to When making vacation plans this summer, don’ t forget to 

book your dogs vacation OR DAYcationbook your dogs vacation OR DAYcation

Boulder • 303.802.7790  |  Erie • 303.828.4989Boulder • 303.802.7790  |  Erie • 303.828.4989
w w w . b o w h a u s c o . c o mw w w . b o w h a u s c o . c o m

             RReesseerrvvee  nnooww  ffoorr  oouurr    
              GGrraanndd  RRee--OOppeenniinngg  
            JJuunnee  1122,,  1100  --  88  

   

                    720.340.4009 
      niwot.pinocchiosorderonline.com   

   Brunch  - Sat  & Sun - 9 to 1    
    Dinner  - Wed - Sun - 4 to 8    

By VICKY DORVEE

Photo by Bruce Warren

This month’s Left Hand Laurel recipient is Shana Oehmke. Her son Henry is a 
third-grader at Heatherwood Elementary School where Shana has been a long-
time volunteer. Continued on Page 9

https://www.bowhausco.com/
http://niwot.pinocchiosorderonline.com
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Cottonwood Square
7960 Niwot Rd B-1

 
flyawayhomedecor.comOpen 10-5 Tues-Fri, 10-4 Sat, 10-1 Sun, or shop online: 

(303)887-8064

 

   

To Celebrate 25 years  
we are giving away this 

 

 1/2ct. Diamond Pendant  
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

        Stop by to enter 
Drawing will be held June 12 - 3pm 

  Must be present to win! 
300 2nd Ave. Ste. 102, Niwot, 80544 

303-652-1433 

The third generation jewelers 
offer personal services such as 
repairing heirloom jewelry and 
timepieces, as well as creating 
custom design.

Kahl simply said, “It’s pretty 
amazing to reach 25 years.”

Scarbrough, who is Kahl’s 
son and business partner, added, 
“We certainly didn’t realize we’d 
last through the ups and downs 
of life as a small business. We 
were tested.”

He cited both the economic 
downturn of 2008 and the recent 
pandemic as examples. “Those 
are big challenges for a business 
to pull through. We were shut 
down for two months, but we 
were still working even though 
we couldn’t see customers. We 
were able to keep going due, in 
a large part, to the community 
here.”

The pandemic has proven to 
be a challenge to the other busi-
nesses as well. Opening at a time 

when in-person customer inter-
actions are limited brings a host 
of issues to work through. 

In a previous Courier article, 

Kelsey Deboard, Pinocchio’s 
new co-owner, said they had to 
cut back hours and relied on 
help from family. 

Now that the pandemic ap-
pears to be on the downturn and 
community activity is starting 
to open up, all three business-
es continue to have their doors 
open and are thriving.

Deboard said they have more 
staff generally, but they’re still 
looking for some team mem-
bers, such as a cook. “But with 
as busy as it’s getting and with 
things turning around with 
Covid, I think it will all work out.
We’re excited to celebrate our 
new lives, our big  change and 
being a part of the community 
here in Niwot.” 

Progress like that provides 
all the more reason to celebrate 
next weekend. Hopefully, com-
munity members can join them 
and show their support for this 
latest example of resilient small 
and family-owned businesses 
that are part of Niwot’s healthy 
downtown community. 

Jewelry
Continued from Page 1

Photo by Katie Scarbrough

Jason Scarbrough and Jan Kahl are celebrating Niwot Jewelry 25th anniversary.

https://www.lhvc.com/
https://geesamantreecompany.com/
https://www.flyawayhomedecor.com/
https://niwotjewelry.com/


5Wednesday
06-02-2021

LHVC .COM

Tuesday-Friday: 10am to 6
Saturday: 10am to 5
Sunday: 10am to 2

PA R T  1 3  -  T H E  N C A

H O W  D O E S  N I W O T  W O R K ?

The Niwot Community Asso-
ciation (NCA) began as a reac-
tion to a regional shopping cen-
ter proposed by an out-of-town 
developer in the early 1980s.

The concept put forth was 
that the property kitty-corner 
from the IBM site on the Diag-
onal Highway would be devel-
oped into a regional shopping 
center as part of a plan to in-
corporate the town of Niwot, 
with a sales tax providing all 
the revenue the newly incorpo-
rated town would ever need. At 
the time the City of Boulder had 
not yet annexed the IBM site or 
the would-be shopping center 
property and Twin Peaks Mall 
in Longmont did not exist. 

The shopping center idea 

did not sit well with most Niwo-
tians, and a group of residents 
organized to oppose the propo-
sition. The designation of Niwot 
as “semi-rural” in the Boulder 
County Comprehensive Plan, 
adopted in 1978, did not seem 
to include a regional shopping 
center. 

The group was successful in 
forcing the developer to aban-
don the proposal, and the loose-
knit group continued to meet. It 
began organizing other events 
in the community, including 
sponsoring a community-wide 
celebration known as Niwot 
Nostalgia Days, which had first 
been organized in 1968 by the 
Niwot Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. The summer event con-
tinued for many years, with the 
NCA taking over sponsorship, 

but eventually fell by the way-
side after 2012 as volunteers 
willing to coordinate the event 
were found lacking. 

The NCA, as it is common-

ly known, was incorporated 
as a non-profit corporation on 
May 23,  1988, with Howard 
Morton, Selene Hall, Bruce 
Warren, Jerry Sinor, Mary Kay 

Cialone, James Martinsen and 
Donald Reeb as the board of 
directors. The stated purpose 

By BRUCE WARREN

Continued on Page 12

https://www.niwotrealty.com/
https://www.niwotwheelworks.com/
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Niwot’s popular summer 
concert series Rock & Rails 
kicks off its 15th season on 
Thursday, June 3 with local duo 
Pacheco & Bower at 5 p.m. fol-
lowed by headliner Mojomama 
at 6:30 p.m. Admission is free, 
and gates open at 4 p.m., but 
before you fold up your camp-
ing chair and head to Whistle 
Stop Park, organizers from the 
Niwot Cultural Arts Association 
are asking guests to be courte-
ous and exercise reasonable 
COVID safety precautions.

“We're strongly encourag-
ing people to be safe,” NCAA 

officer and event co-manager 
Vicki Maurer said, adding that 
they are following current Colo-
rado and Boulder County pub-
lic health recommendations 
on outdoor public gatherings. 
“We’re going to encourage con-
cert-goers to wear masks, and 
encourage social distancing be-
tween groups.” 

With Boulder County getting 
the all-clear for outdoor gath-
erings on May 16, Maurer said 
that the NCAA’s leadership 
decided only at the last min-
ute to go forward with the full 
13-week concert series. Before 
the restrictions were lifted, the 
group had considered requiring 
reservations or even charging 
admission to control crowd size 
and enable contact tracing. But 
as county vaccination rates rose 
and COVID cases fell during 
the spring, having a more-or-
less “normal” Rock & Rails 
became an appealing choice. 
As of now, there are no plans 
to limit attendance, but Maur-
er said that could change if 
crowds get too “out of control.” 

“Our whole goal is just to 
let everybody come out, have 
a reasonably priced night, be 
able to get food and drink and 
not spend 100 bucks,” Maurer 
said. “At first, I was a little ner-
vous when we started talking 

about it earlier in the year. But 
now, I'm pretty comfortable that 
we'll be able to provide safe 
concerts.”

Masks will not be required 
of volunteer staff members, 
except for the Gargoyles, who 
are mostly under the age of 
18. The NCAA has placed ad-
ditional handwashing stations 
in Whistle Stop Park, and will 
be making more hand sanitizer 
available. Other changes to the 
park could also make distanc-
ing easier to maintain, Maurer 
said.

“With the building now, I 
think there's actually going to 
be more room for social dis-
tancing,” she said, referring to 
The Depot, a permanent bev-
erage station constructed in 
the park last spring.  “In front 
of the building, they've taken 
away the electrical panel, and a 
tree, and it just seemed to open 
it up more in that area.”

That should also keep beer, 
wine and margarita lines fur-
ther apart, and moving more 
quickly, she continued.

Otherwise, the 2021 Rock 
& Rails experience will be fa-
miliar to returning guests. The 
opening act takes the stage at 5 
p.m., followed by the headlin-
er at 6:30 p.m. Seating is on a 
first-come, first-serve basis, and 
if you want a chair, you’ll need 
to bring it yourself, as there are 
only a few picnic tables and a 
couple of benches for seating.

A variety of food vendors will 
be on hand once again, includ-
ing Abo’s Pizza, Savory Saigon, 
Georgia Boys Barbecue,  and 
Sweet Cow, plus a rotating se-
ries of local food trucks. Beer 
and hard seltzer from Bootstrap 
Brewing Company and guest 
brewers will be available for 
$6, as will wine and margaritas. 
(Prices are $5 during “Happy 
Hour” before 6:00 p.m.)

Attendees are welcome to 
bring in their own food, but 
outside alcohol is strictly pro-
hibited. Nor will patrons be al-
lowed to leave with alcohol they 
purchased at a concert, even if 
it’s just to check on their kids at 

2021 Water Year:  South Platte Basin leading the pack, 
farmers delayed in planting

Rock & Rails 2021: know before you go

By JOCELYN ROWLEY

File photo

The 15th edition of Rock & Rails kicks off with Mojomama on Thursday, June 3.

Continued on Page 7 

https://www.lhvc.com/
http://niwotblessings.com
https://www.osmosisartgallery.com/
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May book review: A Musical Affair

June  3

June  10

June  17

June  24

July  1 

July  8

July  15

July  22

July  29

Aug  5 

Aug  12

Aug  19

Aug  26

Mojomama (funky blues rock)

Augustus (indie rock)

Crick Wooder (grateful dead/eclectic rock)

Los Chicos Malos (cuban jazz, salsa, cha-cha)

One on One (motown)

Selasee & The Fafa Family (reggae)

Chris Daniels & The Kings with Freddi Gowdy (funk/blues)

FACE (all vocal rock)

The Long Run (eagles tribute)

Bluez House (high energy blues)

Girls On Top (rock, pop rock, blues)

Last Men On Earth (rock)

Hazel Miller & The Collective (soul/blues)

Pacheco & Bower

Niwot Community Semi-Marching Free Grange Band

Wrenn & Ian

Jenn Cleary

Alan Knight & Company

Wendy Woo

Tim & Jenny

Strangebyrds

Dean Himes

Nick Dunbar & Friends

Legitimate By Friday

Blue Train Jazz Quartet

Nalani

NIWOTA RTS.COM

Founders: Niwot Business Local Improvement District; Bank of the West; Wise Buys Antiques; Niwot Cultural Arts Association; Niwot Business Association
In Kind Sponsors: Niwot Market; Abo’s Pizza; ToolStudios; Vern & Robbie Vinson; osmosis art & architecture; Eldorado Springs Water; Sunny Slope Sod Farm

 Pullman Sponsors: Bank of Estes Park - Niwot Branch; Warren, Carlson & Moore; Boulder Hospitality - Hampton Inn & Suites
A Special THANK YOU to our Box Car & Conductor Sponsors

the adjacent Niwot Children’s 
Park. Alcohol is not allowed at 
the Children’s Park either.

The NCAA has also decid-
ed to extend the ban on dogs at 
Rock & Rails to prohibit all an-
imals, regardless of size, to en-
sure the safety of both concert 
goers and the animals. Service 
animals are the only exception, 
and emotional support animals 
are not considered service an-
imals.

As for getting to Rock & 
Rails, attendees are strongly 
encouraged to walk, bike, or 
take one of the pedicabs, oper-
ated by Niwot’s Robbie Vinson. 
Rides are free of charge, but 
tips to the drivers are encour-
aged. If you drive to the con-
cert, the best place to park will 
be the vacant lot west of Murray 
Street, future home of Niwot’s 
14-space public parking lot, 
which is currently under con-
struction. 

Rock & Rails is also bring-
ing back the Tip Jar program in 
2021. Thanks to the generous 
donations of concert goers over 
the past 15 years, this program 
has raised tens of thousands of 
dollars for non-profit organiza-
tions in Niwot and surrounding 
communities. In 2019, a total 
of $19,888 went to 16 local 
groups, an average of  over 
$1,200 per concert. This year, 
17 groups have applied to col-
lect funds, hoping to make up 
for lost fundraising opportuni-
ties in 2020. (For a complete 
list of organizations and dates 
they will be collecting, visit 
LHVC.com/calendar.)

Maurer acknowledged that 
there are still some unknown 
about Rock & Rails in 2021, 
and the NCAA is taking a “wait 
and see” approach to stricter 
safety measures. But if all goes 
according to plan, it should be 
another great year of free enter-
tainment in Whistle Stop Park.

“I’m really looking forward 
to it,” she said. “People are 
ready to get out and have fun. It 
should be a great year.”

ROCK & RAILS
Continued from Page 6

http://niwot.com


Volume 25
Issue 228

LHVC .COM

Stop expanding the Urban Heat Island effect in Boulder
G U E S T  O P I N I O N

The Urban Heat Island 
(UHI) effect arises when 
natural environments are 
replaced with artificial sur-
faces such as concrete and 
buildings, which absorb 
solar radiation differently. 
When nature is built on, the 
benefits of natural evapora-
tive cooling and carbon ab-
sorption are lost. In addition, 
the heat produced directly 
by new human activity in the 
area (including transporta-
tion and air-conditioning) 
creates “islands” that are 
warmer than the surround-
ing areas -- an effect that has 
major adverse effects. 

The Celestial Seasonings 
development (LUR2020-
00063) as proposed will 
strengthen the UHI effect in 
this part of Gunbarrel and 
accelerate climate change. 
The developers will cut down 
mature trees and dig up the 
entire parcel and then pave 
parking lots, sidewalks, and 
wider streets. Most of the 
land that's left will become 
buildings (siding and roof-

tops). A few new small trees 
and a plot of grass will not 
compensate for the UHI ef-
fect all this development will 
bring to the neighborhood.

Comparable develop-
ments have recently been 
built in this area: Gunbarrel 
Center, Boulder View, Apex, 
and Diagonal Crossing. Then 
add the construction at 30th 
and Pearl and the planned 
Odell Place and Waterview 
developments and you can 
see Boulder is on a building 
spree. The UHIs are adding 
up.

UHIs are a serious prob-
lem here in Colorado. Denver 
has one of the most intense 
UHI effects in the nation, 
making summers for Den-
verites hotter and keeping 
the city unseasonably warm 
during the winter. As you’ve 
probably noticed, “Den-
ver has faced rising tem-
peratures, a record 75 days 
above 90 degrees this year, 
with projections showing 20 
to 35 days a year topping 
95 degrees by 2050.” This 

is unfortunate given that 
heat-related illnesses are the 
number one killer of people 
from natural disasters, more 
than all others combined. 

Despite being fairly close 
to Denver, the open space 
around Boulder allows it to 
cool off better. However, as 
suburbs keep sprawling and 
natural vegetation and soil 
are paved over, Boulder will 
heat up more. Boulder aver-
ages about four days per year 
when the heat index reaches 
at least 90 degrees. Howev-
er, if Boulder responds slow-
ly to curbing climate change, 
we can look forward to 27 
days above 90 degrees by 
mid-century. 

.Even more concerning, as 
Boulder works to be a racially 
sensitive city, the UHI effect 
deepens the racial divide. 
Yes, communities of color 
and low-income individuals 
suffer more from the UHI ef-
fect. UHIs create ideal con-
ditions for formation of smog, 
which acts as a heat-trapping 
barrier, concentrating pollut-

ed air, and Black Americans 
in particular are more likely 
to have preexisting condi-
tions that are exacerbated by 
heat and air pollution. 

And if all that is not 
enough, Black, Native, and 
Latinx Americans are more 
likely to be uninsured than 
other populations, making 
them less likely to receive 
adequate health care.

Here's what this comes 
down to:

Every piece of natural land 
lost exacerbates the UHI ef-
fect. Wherever roofs and 
pavement replace natural 
vegetation and soil, we con-
tribute to this problem. The 
Celestial Seasonings propos-
al sprawls onto undeveloped 
land that now supports a vi-
brant wildlife population and 
protects against the UHI ef-
fect. This ultra-high density 
development will bring man-
made heat and congestion 
to these parcels, as well as 
to roads and neighborhoods 
nearby. Boulder should not 
break new ground, especial-

ly when many locations in 
Boulder need to be redevel-
oped. Sustainability and cli-
mate sensitivity tell us to not 
build on natural places, but 
reuse areas we have already 
disturbed. 

We have a responsibility 
to future generations and to 
our minority population to 
be smarter in our develop-
ment decisions. For Boulder 
to continue to be one of the 
most coveted places to live, 
we need to be careful how 
we use our scarce land re-
sources. Gunbarrel needs 
a sub-community plan im-
mediately before any high 
intensity projects are con-
sidered. The Celestial Sea-
sonings proposal, LUR2020-
00063, should be shelved for 
the time being.

Thank you.
Gunbarrel Community 

Alliance Board of Directors: 
Kit Fuller, Wanda Fuller, Ju-
lie Dye, April Lyons, Ardith 
Rietema, Rod Rietema, Mike 
Chiropolos, Counsel

Shampoo & Conditioner
Teeth brushing
Ear cleaning
Hair cut
Nail trim and file
Blueberry facial

Waterless shampoo
Nails
Ears
Haircut

www.petgroomingindacono.com

https://www.lhvc.com/
https://www.gunbarrelmotors.com/
http://petgroomingindacono.com/
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In her treasurer’s role, 
Oehmke manages all aspects 
of the PTO’s money. She had 
experience doing her fami-
ly’s finances, but no formal 
background in accounting. 
Still, Oehmke got her arms 
around the tasks she needed 
to perform.  

As a board member, one 
of Oehmke’s responsibilities 
is to assist in fundraising 
in order to supplement the 
school district’s budget. In a 
typical year, the PTO facili-
tates numerous fundraisers 
like the Boosterthon running 
event and auctions. In lieu 
of in-person events, other 
creative virtual fundraising 
events took place over the 
last year, including a dance 

party, along with game night 
and yoga events. 

In particular, Oehm-
ke said, the majority of the 
funds raised are needed to 
ensure the school has more 
para educators on hand. Para 
educators support teachers 
in numerous ways such as fa-
cilitating break-out math and 
reading groups, supervising 
on playgrounds, and offering 
individual attention.

Funding also goes toward 
enrichment programs such 
as the outdoor education 
program and a new program 
called No Place for Hate, as 
well as helping to shore up 
classroom supplies for stu-
dents who are unable to af-
ford them.

Elections were held in 
early May and Oehmke will 
be passing on the treasurer’s 
position to another parent 

volunteer before school be-
gins next fall. Going forward, 
she’d like to take on other 
volunteer positions within 
HES, especially in class-
rooms again.  

Volunteering at HES is 
a family affair. Bob Oehm-
ke serves on the school ac-
countability committee. The 
committee includes parents, 
teachers, the principal, and 
community members, who 
assess school performance, 
recommend improvements 
to the school, and evaluate 
the school budget.  Shana’s 
mother, Sheila Hunter, who 
also lives in Heatherwood, is 
a retired teacher volunteer-
ing in the HES health room. 

“We love volunteering 
at school, our whole fami-
ly does,” Oehmke said. ”I 
think that partnership be-
tween school and home is 

so important, and we’ve re-
ally learned that this year. 
Once everybody had to be 
at home, it definitely was a 
whole involvement of parents 
and staff working together to 
keep the kids interested and 
progressing in school.”

In addition to giving time 
to HES, Oehmke has a love 
for music and sings in her 
church (Immaculate Concep-
tion in Lafayette) choir and 

has recently joined the Vir-
tuosity Choir run by Stephen 
Ross of FACE. She’s a hiker, 
reader, baker, and knitter. 
She just rejoined the Boulder 
Community Knitting Group, 
meeting once a month to 
make warm items which are 
donated to local charities. 

If you have a nomina-
tion for a Left Hand Lau-
rel recipient, please write 
to editorial@lhvc.com. 

Kathleen Spano 303.885.0876

8375 SUMMERLIN DR, LONGMONT
$1,875,000

SOLD REPRESENTED BUYER

7705 N 95TH, NIWOT
$1,840,000

Mara Yehl 303.579.6879

82 ACRES JUST SOLD, NIWOT

7177 OVERBROOK DR NIWOT
$899,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

UNDER CONTRACT IN DAYS

2049 SICILY CIR, LONGMONT
$735,000

Karlynn Spreder, 303.517.0026

JUST LISTED

8324 GREENWOOD DRIVE
$ 1,500,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

UNDER CONTRACT

240 3RD AVE, NIWOT
$990,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

JUST LISTED

 CLOTHING
    SHOES
      HANDBAGS
         JEWELRY
            FURNITURE
               DECOR
                                   FINE ART

600 S Airport Rd.
(Airport and Nelson)

Longmont 720-340-4152
www.fabfindsconsign.com

Sponsored by:

Laurel
Continued from Page 3

https://www.coloradolandmark.com/
https://www.niwottavern.com/
https://fabfindsconsign.com/
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He was 120 pounds of black 
and brown love at the end of the 
school day for kids at Niwot El-
ementary School. For the past 
two years Sully the German 
Shepherd would wait outside 
the school to pick up his three 
“sisters,” Maggie, Abigail and 

Emma, and walk them home. 
The girls and their classmates 
would blast out of the school 
doors, eager to find Sully and 
engulf him with their affection.

“I don’t really think the kids 
were ever scared of him, be-
cause he just had this demean-
or to him that you knew he was 
just the sweetest boy ever,” 
said Mom, Lucia Richardson. 

“They loved him and want-

ed to pet him,” said seven-
year-old Abigail Richardson, 
who never got tired of petting 
her beloved dog. “He would 
make my heart warm whenev-
er I would pet him and he is so 
soft.”  

Sadly, Sully wasn’t waiting 
at school when the semester 
ended. The 10-year-old Shep-
herd unexpectedly passed 
away from cancer a few weeks 
ago, leaving a Sully-sized hole 
in the hearts of the Richardson 
family, the students and other 
Niwot community members. 
People have dropped off flow-
ers in the family’s backyard. 
“Everybody just loved Sully,” 
Lucia said. 

Sully loved going for walks 
around town and beyond. He 
attracted admirers wherever 
he went. “We would get more 
compliments on him than we 
ever got on all three of our 
kids,” said Lucia.

The dog’s size was matched 
by his enormous capacity for 
kindness, something the family 
said he offered to people, dogs 
and wildlife. “He was just al-
ways very calm and very sweet 
for how big he was. We would 
have bunny rabbits and squir-
rels in our back yard because 
they all were friends with him.” 
Lucia said.

There was one exception. 
The family went on a camping 
trip near Aspen last summer. 
They finished a hike and had 
a snack. Parents Troy and Lu-
cia were relaxing in their camp 

chairs with Sully at their feet 
while the girls were playing in 
a stream when a cinnamon-col-
ored black bear came out of the 
bushes.

“When I saw the bear, I was 
thinking, What do I do? My 
bear spray was back at camp. I 
can’t punch a bear,” said Troy. 

“It was kind of scary, because 
the bear was very curious about 
what was going on.” 

Troy said the bear was enor-
mous, perhaps 500 or 600 
pounds, and it was heading to-
ward the children. 

“I accidentally dropped a 
blueberry and, the bear, he 

it was absolutely a resounding 
success.”

In addition to the locals, Ni-
wot’s first Dancing Under the 
Stars saw people from Denver, 
Fort Collins, Boulder and other 
areas come to the event. Some 
of the busiest nights had ap-
proximately 200 people.

“People were super grateful 
saying, ‘Thank you so much 
for saving this event,’...It’s a 
wonderful event and wonder-
ful feeling for people,” McHale 
said.

Similar to the last dancing 
series, there will be an actu-

al dance floor and a dancing 
lesson at 7 p.m. before open 
community dancing. Spanning 
from June 11 to Sept. 10 every 
Friday, there will be a num-
ber of salsa and swing dance 
nights, along with waltz and 
folk dancing nights.

“I saw all generations, fam-
ilies, people who were superb 
dancers and who were begin-
ners. I’m so excited that we’re 
going to bring it back,” said 
McHale.

The event is set to be spon-
sored by the Niwot Business 
Association, with additional 
support from the Niwot Local 
Improvement District and var-
ious local businesses. In addi-
tion to being announced twice 

each evening, the sponsors will 
be featured on the Dancing 
Under the Stars social media 
pages. McHale reported that 
there has been an increase in 
interest in the page and mes-
sages inquiring about the event 
series.

“You don’t have to know 
how to dance, you can just 
come and hang out,” she said. 
“It’s a community dance event, 
a chance to come together to 
enjoy music, dancing, and the 
beautiful Colorado summer.”

For more information about 
the event, you can follow @
dancingunderthestarsniwot on 
Facebook, and an Instagram 
page will be established soon.

LOST CAT 
1yr old male Snowshoe
Cream & white w/ brown
face & tail, blue eyes, 
neutered, microchipped 

Last seen: May 7th

Location: Gunbarrel 
Estates, Park Lane Rd & 
Mt. Sherman Rd

Please contact Raven at 
(720) 243-9802

CRUMBS REWARD!

Dancing
Continued from Page 1

Heroic
Continued from Page 1

Courtesy photo

Sully the German Shepherd went everywhere with his family. Last summer he 
charged an enormous bear that was coming toward the kids, getting within a 
couple feet of the bear before it ran off. “He was willing to give his life,” Troy said.

https://www.fewofakindvintage.com/
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of the organization was “to 
promote the general welfare of 
the Niwot Community, to pre-

serve its semi-rural character, 
to disseminate information to 
residents of the community and 
to respond to issues of concern 
to the community, and to pro-
mote and encourage charitable, 
social, cultural, civic and ed-

ucational activities within the 
community.” Others who joined 
the board in the early years 
included Robert Parich, Scott 
Tennant, Joel Maguire, Nancy 
Smith, Lisa Kauffman and Tom 
Theobald.

The NCA worked with 
Boulder County to establish 
a transferable development 
rights (TDR) program to allow 
landowners in the vicinity of 
Niwot to transfer the right to 
build homes on rural property 
to land in the Niwot Community 
Service Area. The NCA, led by 
Tennant and Theobald, nego-
tiated the number of housing 
units that could be transferred 
into Niwot, which was set at 
93 units, many of which have 
since been transferred, provid-
ing additional open space sur-
rounding Niwot. In addition, 
the Comprehensive Plan was 
amended to encourage an Inter-
governmental Agreement with 
the City of Boulder that would 
limit the city’s expansion to-
ward Niwot.  

In 1996, a new slate of offi-
cers and directors was elected, 
including Rob Helmick, Deb-
bie Quackenbush and Marty 
Kannowitz, with Bruce Johnson 
soon joining the group. 

The NCA later became at 
odds with the Boulder County 
Commissioners and contentious 
issues such as a proposed rec-
reation district and a proposal 
to dump biosolids on Gunbar-
rel Ridge divided the commu-
nity. By 2000, a new group of 
officers, led by Jerry Sinor, Ed 
Kennedy and Sue Wilson, was 
elected with a stated goal of fos-
tering an improved relationship 
with Boulder County officials. 

Since then, the NCA has 
focused on presenting infor-
mation to the Niwot community 
rather than advocating a posi-
tion on issues. To that end, the 
NCA regularly hosts candidate 
forums, conducts surveys and 
sponsors community events. 

Area representatives are 
elected to give the organization 
a broad base of input from the 
community. Membership for 
an individual is $30 per year, 
with all 2020 members having 
been automatically renewed for 
2021 without further payment 
of dues.  

Some of the NCA’s most im-
portant work involves working 
with Boulder County to estab-
lish and improve the trails in 
and around Niwot, which has 
resulted in an extensive net-
work providing exceptional 
outdoor recreation in the com-

munity. The underpass mural 
on Niwot Road is also the re-
sult of NCA efforts to work with 
the Niwot schools and Boulder 
County.

The most popular event now 
sponsored by the NCA is the 
annual 4th of July celebration. 
Though the event was cancelled 
in 2020, the NCA plans a modi-
fied return of the event in 2021, 
complete with pancake break-
fast in front of Niwot Market and 
a motorcade through residential 
areas replacing the traditional 
parade through the commer-
cial district. The event will in-
clude a Grand Marshal, and in 
the past has also included an 
appearance by U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Neil Gorsuch, a 
former Gunbarrel resident. 

The NCA also sponsors an 
annual clean-up day in Ni-
wot in May at the Niwot High 
School parking lot, and hosts 
National Night Out in August 
in conjunction with the Boulder 
County Sheriff’s Department. 
Most recently the NCA has 
sponsored a Veteran’s Banner 
Project in conjunction with the 
Niwot Business Association, 
honoring veterans with local 
ties on banners hung through-
out the Niwot business district. 

The NCA worked with Boul-
der County to develop a parade 
permit process, complete with 
maps, guidelines and traffic 
control devices, which the NCA 
has made available to other 
non-profit groups and schools 
in Niwot. 

NCA boundaries extend to 
Highway 52 on the south, to 
the Lake Valley subdivision 
to the west, to Oxford Road 
to the north, and to Highway 
287 to the east. Current board 
members of the NCA include 
David Limbach (President), 
Tom Sesnic (Vice-President), 
Leonard Sitongia (Secretary), 
Terry Larsen (Treasurer), Di-
anne Zimmerman, Craig Ra-
henkamp, Kim Hawksworth, 
Liz Schmidt, Mark Brigham, 
Derek Curd, Johnny Barrett, 
Laura Skaggs, Liz Marr, Kathy 
Koehler, Julie Breyer, Lynne 
Palmer, Pat Murphy, and John 
Barto. Recent past presidents 
have included Dick Piland and 
Neal Anderson. 

For more information, or to 
join, visit www.niwot.org.For Any Concerns,  Contact  Niwot Community Association,  E-Mail Info@Niwot.org

NNiiwwoott’’ss

Patriotic
Motorcade Is 
Sponsored  
By Your

Parade Route:  
Visit Niwot.org 
to view the map.

Patriotic Motorcade 
Is Coming To A   

Neighborhood Near You. 
Starts At 11a.m. Featuring: 

Grand Marshal,  Bands & Music,   
Fire Engines,  Classic Vehicles,

Decorations,  Flags and
so much more!  

NCA
continued from page 5

https://www.lhvc.com/
http://Niwot.org
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Sidewalk Sale reveals some savvy places to shop 

The Market is on Fire
Call Kamla for a FREE MARKET ANALYSIS of your Home!

Professionaa Servicc witt
t Personaa Touct

Broker Associate
Relocation Specialist

303.641.5428 | KamlaChopra@comcast.net
www.BoulderCountyRealtor.com
136 2nd Ave, PO Box 814 • Niwot, CO 80544

Kamla Chooa

Rowley continues tradition 
of excellence in reporting

Congratulations to the Cou-
rier’s editor Jocelyn Rowley 
for her first-place win in the 
Colorado Press Association's  
Better News Media Contest. 
Rowley’s Sept. 9, 2020, article 
“St. Vrain parents group seeks 
return to in-person learning” 

won first place in the Best Ed-
ucation Story.

The awards committee said, 
“Excellent, timely and com-
prehensive coverage of a crit-
ical issue for the community. 
Wonderful use of interview ma-
terial and links. Strong anal-
ysis of the underlying issues. 
Very well done!” 

By MARY WOLBACH LOPERT

It wasn’t exactly a dark and 
stormy day, but even with some 

threatening clouds, plenty of 
folks braved the turn in Colo-
rado’s weather to enjoy them-
selves. From food to live mu-

sic to clothing, and of course 
catching up with neighbors, 
there was plenty to keep peo-
ple busy.

By NELLIE NIBNOSE

Photo by Nellie Nibnose

Joan’s Petite Sweets offered some tasty pick-me-ups for the hungry.

Photo by Nellie Nibnose

Long time Niwotian Pam Tennant shows off her handicraft featuring ancient Roman glass.

Photo by Nellie Nibnose

In-coming Silver Creek freshman Secorra Heinrichs and her organic Bean Tree Tea.

http://www.agentjoechrisman.com
https://bouldercountyrealtor.com/
https://www.lhvc.com/story/2020/09/16/education/st-vrain-parents-group-seeks-return-to-in-person-learning/5746.html
https://www.lhvc.com/story/2020/09/16/education/st-vrain-parents-group-seeks-return-to-in-person-learning/5746.html


Prices valid 6/3 thru Wed. 6/9/21

Limited to stock on hand-some items extremely
limited. No Rain Checks.

1250 South Hover
Next to Whole Foods Market

Longmont, CO
(303) 485-9463

wyattswetgoods.com

Ratio Beerworks
Cityscapes 6pk ................................................$8.99
Heart Tattoo, If You Want Blood, King of Carrot
Flower, Roots Radical, Sparks Fly 6pk............. $10.99

Lady Justice
Liberty Lager, Repent to the Beer Goddess,
Sandra Day IPA 4pk.........................................$9.99
Merkel’s Thursday 6pk....................................$9.99

Goldspot
Sultry Pilsner 4pk ............................................$9.99
Prospector Lager, Ryzen Sun Marzen,
Vienna Lager 4pk.......................................... $12.99
Cutter IPA, Pale Ale 4pk................................ $13.99
Chai Nutmeg Cocktail,
Motueka Italian Pils 4pk.................................. $14.99
Wyatt’s Collab Dry-Hopped Saison 6pk....... $17.99

Maxline
Coffee Porter, Dry-Hopped Pils, IPA,
Irish Red, Oatmeal Stout 6pk ..........................$9.99
Black IPA, Rotating Sour 6pk........................ $10.99

TRVE
The World That Was, Skullseeker 4pk.............$8.99
Bergelmir, Cosmic Crypt, Doom Scroll 4pk.....$9.99
Hellion 6pk.................................................... $10.99
Show No Mercy 4pk ..................................... $12.99
Catacombs, Crystal Mountain,
Tunnel of Trees 4pk....................................... $13.99
Buried Sun, Burning Off Impurities, Cursed,
Face of Oblivion 4pk..................................... $15.99
Ostara, Restarter, Suffering Soul 4pk........... $16.99

Our Mutual Friend
One Sunday Morning 4pk............................. $12.99
Bell Lap, Charted Territory, Inner Light,
New Dad 4pk ................................................ $13.99
Clever Creature, Riot of Color, Small Hold,
Time’s Arrow 4pk.......................................... $14.99
Pro Pilsner 6pk ............................................. $14.99

Bootstrap (N/A)
Strapless Gold, Strapless IPA 6pk................ $10.99

Itsa Lika (N/A)
Crisp, IPA 6pk................................................ $11.99

Cellar West
Bizhou, Desired Effect, Nightingale 16oz........$3.99
Golden Honey Rye, Meadow Keeper 4pk..... $12.99
Web Foot 4pk................................................ $14.99

Primitive
Festive Splash 1.5L ...................................... $22.99
Lean into the Chaos 1.5L.............................. $27.99
Burlap Burlesque, French News Series 1.5L.... $31.99

Baere
Baere-Liner Weisse 750ml..............................$7.99
Bring the Greenback 750ml ............................$8.99
Reciprocity B3, Unknown Parentage 375ml.....$8.99
Bourbruin, Ceribruin, Frambruin,

Reciprocity B1, Reciprocity B2 375ml ............$9.99

Mechalore Meadworks
Mortal Coil, Nowhere to Hide Vol.1,

Things Unsaid 500ml.................................... $15.99
Apocalypse Tryst, As I Live and Breathe,

Nowhere to Hide Vol. 5,

Rising Dissent 500ml.................................... $16.99
Whisper to a Riot 500ml............................... $17.99
Artifacts of Exiles 500ml .............................. $18.99

Queen Bee Brews
Elizabeth, Hazel, Honey Rider, Magdalena,

Melilotus 500ml............................................ $17.99
Kaaroo, Lindsey, Vonn-Yay! 500ml............... $22.99
Aretha, Martha 500ml................................... $23.99

COLORADO
CRAFT BEER



1250 SOUTH HOVER • LONGMONT, CO • Next to Whole Foods Market • (303) 485-9463 • wyattswetgoods.com

Prices good
6/3 through Wed. 6/9/21

Raincheck
provided if any item is

out of stock unless
noted as a limited item

BEER LIQUOR

WEEKLY
WAGON
Deals

Corona D Aragon
Garnacha, Rosado,

Chardonnay/Macabeo
750ml

Your Choice

$8.99

Bourbon & Whiskey

Basil Hayden
Bourbon 750ml .............................$34.99

Bulleit
Bourbon & Rye 1.75L ....................$48.99
Bourbon Single Barrel 750ml ........$49.99

Knob Creek
Bourbon & Rye 750ml ...................$26.99

Old Forester
Bourbon 750ml .............................$18.99
Signature 100 proof 750ml ...........$20.99

Wild Turkey
101 Bourbon 1.75L........................$39.99
101 Rye 1L....................................$34.99
American Honey 1.75L ..................$29.99
Russel’s Reserve 10yr 750ml........$29.99

Canadian / Blend

Colorado Select Club
Blended 750ml..............................$18.99

Pendelton
Whiskey 1.75L ..............................$38.99

Irish Whiskey

Buskers
Whiskey 750ml .............................$22.99

Jameson
Whiskey & Cold Brew 750ml .........$19.99
Caskmates, IPA & Stout 750ml......$21.99
Black Barrel 750ml .......................$30.99

Gin

Askar
Gin 1L ...........................................$18.99

Empress 1908
Gin 750ml .....................................$29.99

Gray Whale
Gin 750ml .....................................$29.99

Hendrick’s
Gin 1.75L ......................................$59.99

Vodka

Column 5
Vodka 750ml.................................$11.99

Helix
Vodka 1L.......................................$16.99

Ocean
Organic Vodka 750ml ....................$26.99

Stoli
Vodka 1.75L..................................$22.99

Rum

Blue Chair
All Flavors 750ml ..........................$16.99

Kraken
Spiced Rum 1.75L.........................$26.99

Scotch Whisky

Aberlour
12yr, Highland 750ml.....................$46.99
16yr 750ml....................................$69.99

Bruichladdich
Scottish Barley, Islay 750ml...........$48.99
Islay Barley 750ml.........................$54.99
Port Charlotte 750ml .....................$64.99

Grand Macnish
150th Anniversary 1.75L................$26.99

Highland Mist
Blended 1.75L...............................$12.99

Singleton
12yr, Speyside 750ml ....................$34.99
15yr 750ml....................................$52.99
18yr 750ml....................................$79.99

Tequila

Banhez
Mezcal Joven 1L ...........................$34.99

Cazadores
Blanco & Reposado 1.75L .............$32.99

Don Julio
Blanco 750ml................................$38.99
Reposado 750ml...........................$42.99
Anejo 750ml..................................$48.99

Olmeca Altos
Blanco & Reposado 750ml ............$18.99

Sauza Hornitos
Silver, Reposado 1.75L..................$26.99

Brandy / Cognac

Christain Brothers
Brandy 1.75L ................................$17.99

Martell
VS, Cognac 750ml.........................$29.99
VSOP & Blue Swift 750ml..............$44.99
Cordon Blue 750ml .....................$149.99

Cordials

Absinthe
Ordinaire 750ml ............................$24.99

Aperol
Aperitivo 750ml.............................$19.99

Café Del Mar
Coffee Liquor 750ml......................$12.99

Dubliner
Irish Liquor 750ml.........................$22.99

Naranja
Orange Liqueur 1L.........................$19.99

CHECK OUT OUR
COLORADO

CRAFT BEER SALE
INSIDE

WINE ON SALE

Arcadian

Chardonnay...................................$39.99

Pinot Noir ......................................$44.99

Syrah ............................................$29.99

Blue Quail

Unoaked Chardonnay, Pinot Gris,

Sauvignon Blanc ...........................$12.50

Bread and Butter

Cabernet, Chardonnay,

Pinot Noir .................................. 2 for $25

Br Cohn

Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc .......$14.99

Cabernet California,

Merlot, Pinot Noir ..........................$17.99

Carnivor

Cabernet, Zinfandel ......................... $9.99

Bourbon Barrel Cabernet...............$11.99

Crane Lake

Cabernet, Chardonnay, Merlot,

Petit Syrah, Pinot Noir...................... $5.00

Curran Creek

Cabernet, Chardonnay,

Pinot Grigio ..................................... $5.00

Dark Horse

All.................................................... $7.99

Domaine Napa

Cabernet SAVE $15 ......................$19.99

Ferrari Carano

Chardonnay...................................$19.99

Fog Mountain

Cabernet, Chardonnay, Merlot,

Red, Sauvignon Blanc..................... $9.99

Granite Hill

Cabernet, Chardonnay,

Petit Sirah, Pinot Grigio,

Zinfandel ......................................... $9.99

Long Path

Cabernet, Red Blend........................ $7.99

Louis Martini

Sonoma Cabernet .........................$15.99

Mer Soleil

Santa Lucia Chardonnay ...............$16.99

Silver Chardonnay .........................$14.99

Pleasures

Chardonnay, Pinot Noir .................... $9.99

Rancho Costero

Zinfandel Paso Robles ..................... $9.99

Rural Wine Company

Pinot Noir Mendocino County ........$19.99

Spellbound

All..................................................$10.00

Welkin

Russian River Chardonnay.............$11.99

Russian River Pinot Noir ................$14.99

Napa Cabernet ..............................$19.99

Wheat Ridge

Bourbon Barrel Red......................... $9.99

Windstorm

Zinfandel .......................................$12.99

CALIFORNIA

Invivo

Sauvignon Blanc ...........................$12.99

Nobilo

Sauvignon Blanc ............................. $9.99

Silver Beach

Sauvignon Blanc ............................. $9.99

Whitehaven

Sauvignon Blanc ...........................$15.99

Yellow Tail

All.................................................... $5.99

All 1.5L............................................ $9.99

AUSTRALIA/
NEW ZEALAND

Marques de Caceras
Rose................................................ $8.99

Quinta Nova
1997 Vintage Port

SAVE $20 .....................................$79.99
2000 Vintage Port..........................$69.99
LBV ...............................................$22.99
Pomares Red Blend

SAVE $7 .......................................$12.99
Unoaked Red Blend

SAVE $8 .......................................$16.99

Sand Creek
Red Blend ....................................... $8.99

Sticks and Stones
Red Blend ....................................... $8.99

Vega Moragona
Tempranillo...................................... $9.99

SPAIN/PORTUGAL

Broletto

Lambrusco....................................$10.99

Cavicchioli

Lambrusco...................................... $6.99

Col Solivo

Prosecco .......................................$10.99

Ecco Domani

Pinot Grigio ..................................... $9.99

Heredis

Langhe Nebbiolo ...........................$15.00

La Quercia

Montepulciano D’Abruzzo................ $9.99

Natale Verga

Governo Toscana............................. $9.99

Moscato D’Asti ................................ $8.99

Petrussa

Sauvignon .....................................$19.99

Santa Margherita

Pinot Grigio ...................................$19.99

ITALY

Colorado Beer of the Month
Dry Dock

Mysters by Dry Dock

Apricot Blonde, Seasonal, Sour Apricot,
Vanilla Porter 6pk $7.99

Hazy IPA 6pk $8.99
All Types 12pk $16.99

Seltzer Variety 12pk $14.99

Featured American Craft Brewery

Featured Craft Cidery

Reuben’s Brews

Wild Cider

Bits & Bobs, Crikey, Pilsner 6pk $9.99
Hazealicious, Hop Tropic 6pk $10.99

Bitsier & Bobsier, Rotating IPA 4pk $12.99

All Types 4pk $7.99
Variety Pack 6pk $9.99

Aix
Provence Rose ..............................$16.99

Balthazar Fry
Riesling .........................................$12.99
Gewurztraminer ............................$16.99

Chateau Chauvelet
Bordeaux Rouge.............................. $9.99

Chateau du Pont
Touraine Sauvignon Blanc .............$11.99

Cuvee du Roy
Tavel Rose.....................................$14.99

Domaine du Somail
Minervois ......................................$12.99

L’Authentique
Cotes de Bordeaux ........................$16.99

L’odalet
Cabernet, Chardonnay..................... $9.99

La Perliere
Beaujolais Villages.........................$10.99
Morgon .........................................$14.99
Hauts Cotes de Nuits.....................$19.99

Les Dauphins
Cotes du Rhone Rose ....................$12.99

Oysterman
Muscadet ........................................ $9.99

Paul Jaboulet
Cotes du Rhone Rouge,

Blanc, Rose ..................................... $9.99

Ziegler
Pinot Blanc....................................$11.99
Pinot Gris, Riesling ........................$12.99
Gewurztraminer ............................$14.99

FRANCE

Concha Frontera

All.................................................... $5.00

Montes Classic

Cabernet ......................................... $8.99

Ocaso

Merlot, Sweet Rose ......................... $9.99

Extra Brut Rose Sparkling................ $9.99

Punta de Flechas

Rose, Malbec .................................. $9.99

SOUTH AMERICA

SPARKLING
Benacetto

Prosecco .......................................$10.99

Domaine de Michele

Brut Rose, Extra Dry ......................$11.99

Freixenet

Brut, Extra Dry...............................$10.99

Laurent Perrier

Brut...............................................$42.99

Brut Rose ......................................$74.99

Tissot

Cremant du Jura ...........................$24.99

Carl Sittman

Riesling QBA ................................... $8.99

Count Karolyi

Gruner Vetliner ..............................$10.99

Kreuznacher Weinhaus

Piesporter Gold Kabinett.................. $9.99

Piesporter Gold Spatlese ...............$12.99

Kovacs Nimrod

Bull’s Blood ..................................... $9.99

Cool Noir .......................................$10.99

Blues Kekfrankos ..........................$14.99

Lenz Moser

Gruner Vetliner 1.0L ........................ $9.99

Weinwurms

Gruner Vetliner ................................ $9.99

GERMANY/AUSTRIA/
HUNGARY

Black Oak

Cabernet, Merlot 187ml................... $2.49

Blanc de Bleu

Brut 187ml...................................... $4.99

Centennial Cellars

Peachy Keen, Rose,

Sunny Citrus 375ml......................... $2.99

Francis Coppola

Blanc de Blanc, Brut Rose 4pk ......$14.99

House

Bubbles, Rose Bubbles 375ml......... $4.99

Porch Pounder

Moscato 375ml ............................... $4.99

SMALL FORMAT

Budweiser
Budweiser, Bud Light 24pk............$17.99

Quirk Seltzer by Boulevard
Quirk Mix Pack 12pk .....................$15.99

Topo Chico Seltzer
Seltzer Variety 12pk ......................$15.99

Cayman Jack
All Types 6pk................................... $8.99
Margarita Can 12pk ......................$15.99

Original Sin
Cidre Libre 6pk................................ $9.99
All Other Types 6pk .......................$10.99

Omission (GF)
All Types 6pk................................... $8.99

Abita
All Other Types 6pk ......................... $8.99
Doberge Chocolate Cake 6pk ........$10.99

Temperance
The 7 Mix 4pk ................................. $9.99
Birdsong Saison, Gatecrasher IPA,
Root Down Porter 6pk ..................... $9.99
Where I’m From 4pk......................$11.99
Karaoke Tears Hazy 6pk ................$13.99

Sierra Nevada
Barrel-Aged Narwhal 4pk..............$16.99

Brouwerij West
Dog Ate My Homework,
Picnic Lightning 4pk......................$12.99
8 1/2, Dig My Earth,
Five Times 4pk..............................$14.99

Third Window
Saison, The Darkish,
The Next 4pk ...............................$12.99
406 E. Hazy 4pk ............................$13.99

Breakside
IPA, Wanderlust 4pk ......................$11.99

Turkeyfoot
All Types 6pk................................... $8.99

Locavore
Split the Baby 6pk........................... $9.99

Funkwerks
All Types 6pk.................................$10.99

Duvel
Single Fermented Cans 4pk ..........$13.99
Golden Strong Bottles 4pk.............$15.99

Makku
All Other Types 4pk ......................... $8.99
Passionfruit Rice Beer 4pk .............. $9.99

Dadobier
Brazilian Lager 6pk ......................... $7.99

Lagabiere
Te Meilleure 4pk............................$11.99



Volume 25
Issue 2214

LHVC .COM

Sugar Pine Catering Opens Grocery & Restaurant 
in Prospect New Town

“We were separated physically, but always connected in our hearts” 

After a school year filled 
with upended routines, unprec-
edented challenges, and, above 
all, uncertainty, 270 students 
from Niwot High came together 
on May 29 to mark the end of 
their high school journeys. For 
IB programme valedictorian 
Carter Kruse, graduation was 
also a chance to reflect on the 
positives that emerged during 
the pandemic year, and the 
importance of connectivity be-
yond Webex and Zoom.

“Without question, our se-
nior year was a memorable 
one,” the future Dartmouth 
student said during his ad-
dress.  “The coronavirus pan-
demic dramatically impacted 
how we attended school. We 
were separated physically, but 
always connected in our hearts 
through our experiences. I ap-
plaud all of you for overcoming 
the personal challenges you 
faced given the obstacles of 
this year. Despite the difficul-
ties, you persevered, and you 
did so with grace and alongside 
others.”

Perseverance in the face 
of adversity was a common 
theme among both the student 
and administration speakers, 

but for Niwot principal Eric 
Rauschkolb, it was also im-
portant to remember that there 
had also been “a lot of good 
news,” during the year, includ-
ing athletic championships, 
international Thespian awards, 
and record-setting scholarship 
amounts. 

“And lastly, we were able to 
safely return to in-person learn-
ing,” he said. “All sports were 
played, the fine arts soldiered 
on, we had a senior luncheon, 
we had a senior class photo, we 
had a car parade, and we had 
a great prom that about half of 
our seniors attended thanks to 
[student council]. So we fin-
ished in a really great fashion.”

With very few state or coun-

ty restrictions on outdoor gath-
erings, the 2021 ceremony was 
more traditional than not, with 
no mask or social distancing 
requirements. However, gradu-
ates were limited to six guests, 
and groups sat in small pods on 
the football field, then seniors 
lined up in small groups for 
their diplomas. 

The crowd also heard from 
Niwot’s IB Coordinator Eliza-
beth Towlen, and Karen Rag-
land, doing double duty as 
the parent of graduating se-
nior Cynthia Ragland and a 
St. Vrain Valley school board 
member. The student speakers 
were student council president 
Ben Goff, who is headed to the 
University of South Carolina 

on a ROTC scholarship, Kruse, 
and traditional program and 
Tufts-bound Victoria Isuani, 
who thanked Principal Raus-
chkolb for “giving us the most 
normal senior year possible un-
der the pandemic circumstanc-
es,” and urged her classmates 
to “be kind” as they venture 
out into the world. 

“High school was hard. To-
day we celebrate the end of an 
era. But it’s also the beginning 
of new chapters in our lives. 
Let’s continue to be kind as 
we embark on new journeys. 
Let’s be kind always. Be kind 
to yourself, to others, to those 
you know and don’t know, and 
to our planet.” 

 Celebrating the 
Class of 2021
By JOCELYN ROWLEY

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Niwot track stars Joaquin Herrera, Lucca  Fulkerson, Connor Grant, and Curtis Volf skipped the Pomona Invitational on May 
29 to attend their graduation ceremony instead.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Special needs students Donovan Schwartz (left) and Michael ‘Misha’ Barrett were 
thrilled to receive their diplomas from  Principal Rauschkolb at Niwot High’s 2021 
commencement on May 29

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Graduates-to-be wait patiently for their chance to shake hands with Principal Rauschkolb and receive their diplomas during 
Niwot’s graduation ceremony on May 29.

Continued on Page 29

https://www.lhvc.com/
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Presenting the Caps of 2021

 

  WWee’’rree  bbaacckk  wwiitthh 
           TTrreeaassuurreess  GGaalloorree!!   

      

            Tuesday - Saturday  11 - 5     Sunday  11 - 3 

 New Location Next to Winot Coffee    7960 Niwot Rd.  

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Three Niwot High seniors pose for a graduation day photo before the official  ceremony on May 29.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Siblings Madison (center) and Donovan Schwartz pose with Niwot IB Coordinator Elixabeth Towlen after receiving diplomas.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Ashton Campie and a group of friends chats while waiting for Niwot’s 2021 graduation proceedings to formally begin.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

One-size-fits-all gowns are flattering to no one, so those Niwot students who 
wanted to show a little flair at graduation took to the flat top of their caps. About 
half of the headpieces were decked out with sequins, flowers, glitter, or images. 
Many advertised the wearer’s future place of study, but other students went for 
something more esoteric.

https://www.facebook.com/littleshopsatniwot
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To the Class of 2021

Tours Daily  •  Financial Assistance Available  
Preschool (starting at 21/2 years) through 8th grade  

bouldercountryday.org  •  303.516.4148

Preschool (2.5 yrs old - PK)
Social-Emotional Focus
Developmentally Appropriate Academics
World Languages, Music, Movement, Library
Dynamic Outdoor Spaces & Classrooms
Cultivating Joy, Curiosity & Wonder

We’re thriving. 
LET US SHOW YOU HOW.
BCD brings the best in Early Childhood Education 

practices to the Boulder Valley.

Tours and Information Sessions Daily

Elementary
Balanced-Literacy Program
Innovation & Critical Thinking
Languages, Science & More
Social Emotional Learning
Engaging Project-Based Learning

The following is text of Niwot 
High Student Council President 
Benjamin Goff’s commence-
ment address: 

In the years of 2002 or 
2003, what would eventual-
ly be the Class of 2021 came 
into the world. We came into 
radically different circum-
stances from one another. It 
led us all here. The last 18 or 
so years have led to the end 
of the beginning of the jour-
ney which we will spend the 
rest of our lives on. I’m sure 
many questions will be asked, 
some without answers, but 
perhaps the most crucial will 
be, “How do I live well?”

At 9:00PM on March 

5, 2021, I embarked on a 
journey that would be the 
hardest 48 hours of my life. 
In those 48 hours I would 
run 48 miles in 4-mile incre-
ments, with limited sleep, 
and limited recovery. Run-
ning every 4 hours meant I 
ran at 1 and 5 a.m., where 
the only light source you 
have is a bouncing headlight 
wrapped around your head, 
the light slightly moving left 
and right with every footfall 
and movement forward. By 
the end of my third leg, or 12 
miles in, I knew how difficult 
it was gonna be. My calves 
had started locking on the 
run, and I knew I was in for 
what I had just experienced 
3 more times. I dismissed the 

thoughts of the remaining 
miles as quickly as I could, 
remembering that the only 
step that mattered was the 
next one, and the one after 
that, and eventually I would 
be done.

Lesson 1: Don’t let the time 
or effort something requires 
intimidate you into not at-
tempting or completing it.

Not one run on my chal-
lenge was done alone. On 
seperate legs I was joined 
by my father, my sister, a 
male Irish Ultramarathoner 
with a fantastic sense of hu-
mor, a female winner of the 
Footlocker Cross Country 

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Benjamin Goff served as Niwot High student council president in 2020-21, and is 
also a two-time state debate champion. After graduation, he plans to attend the 
University of South Carolina on an ROTC scholarship. Continued on Page 19

https://www.lhvc.com/
https://www.bouldercountryday.org/
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A R T S  S T U D E N T  O F  T H E  W E E K
Zoe Craven

Recent graduate Zoe 
Craven is the Arts Student 
of the Week. Writes her 
teacher Laura Collier: 

Zoe Craven is a very 

talented Visual Arts stu-
dent. Her work is skillfully 
executed and well thought 
out. It has been a pleasure 
to watch her and her work 
mature. I think maybe she 
has taken nearly every art 

class we have here at NHS! 
It is definitely time for her 
to stretch those wings and 
fly! I will miss her, but I 
can’t wait to see where she 
goes next.

By JOCELYN ROWLEY

N I W OT
n e w  h o u r s

    Monday - Friday   10 - 7 
    Saturday  10 - 6 
    Sunday     10 - 6 

   Cottonwood Square Niwot 303-652-6474

For IB valedictorian 
Kruse, math classes 
add up to success 

Carter Kruse didn’t set out to 
get the top grade point average 
in Niwot High’s International 
Baccalaureate programme this 
year, but his penchant for hard 
work and precocious talent 
for advanced math made that 
outcome literally inevitable. 
Nonetheless, he was humbled 
by the honor, even though it 
seemed more a function of sta-
tistics than anything else.

“I am fortunate to be up 
there simply just because of 
some of the classes that I took,” 
he said of being named IB vale-

dictorian for 2021. “I took a 
couple of AP and IB classes in 
my sophomore year, and I think 
that helped to boost me above 
some of my peers. I don't think 
class rank is necessarily a re-
flection of someone's ability….  
I know plenty of other students 
that have always gotten A’s in 
classes, and they will be super 
successful.”

Kruse’s modesty obscures 
an academic career dotted not 
just with Niwot’s advanced 
math classes, but also inde-
pendent study in discrete 

By JOCELYN ROWLEY

Courtesy Photo

Carter Kruse, Niwot High’s 2021 IB valedictorian on his speech: “My 
main message that I wanted to pass along to everyone is the idea of 
connectivity…”

Continued on Page 23

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.interstatetoyota.com%2Fstapp-inspires.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C3539dd20722d4c1d0f2008d8e7e4298e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637514314420146777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yUnAkEkyt74thlWqRVjRNW2FChSPqrl%2FUFy7hyu%2FFyU%3D&reserved=0
https://restaurants.subway.com/united-states/co/niwot/7960-niwot-rd


Volume 25
Issue 2218

LHVC .COM

 GRADUATION SPECIAL!  
FUN SUMMER RIDE 

 1979 VW convertible-32,000 miles                     

                 has been garaged 
  Clean inside and out..  RUNS very well! 

$15,000 or best offer 
303-579-4974 

Valedictorian Isuani motivated 
by new perspectives

Not many high school stu-
dents relish the idea of de-
livering an important speech 
in front of a large crowd of 
strangers, but Victoria Isuani 
isn’t like many high school 
students. When the Niwot se-
nior learned she would have 
an extra responsibility at the 
2021 graduation ceremony, she 
quickly went to work crafting a 
message that was “inspiration-
al, but still lighthearted.”

“The day that my principal 
told me that I was going to be 
valedictorian, right away, I 
started coming up with ideas 
and I was really excited to 
share my views with my class,” 
Isuani recalled. “A big aspect 
of my speech is all about be-
ing yourself, and so I wanted to 
make sure that my voice really 
shines through and that I was 
authentic in my speech.”

For her remarks, Isuani 
said that she drew heavily from 
her own experience during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
disrupted school year. Early 
on, she opted to stay fully re-
mote for her entire senior year, 
and that has been “a little bit 
isolating, especially socially.” 
she said. At the same time, the 
new routines allowed Isuani to 
learn more about herself and 
gain new perspectives.

“I was able to develop my 
own personality and find my 
likes and dislikes, in a sep-
arate environment that I'm 
normally in,” she said. “Being 
able to find myself was really 
important to me because now 
I'm more true to myself than I 
was before.”

Apparently one of Isuani’s 
likes is getting things done, 
and by the second semester of 
her senior year, that included 
high school. 

“I actually found the at-
home learning method pretty 
motivational because I had a 
lot more time to complete my 
work,” she said. “This past se-
mester, I actually took 10 class-

es. Finding that motivation was 
a little bit difficult at first, but 
then I just had to realize that 
I'm so close to being done with 
high school and starting the 
next step of my life.”

The next step of Isuani’s life 
will take her to Tufts Universi-
ty in Boston, Mass., where she 
plans to study international 
relations and film and media 
studies, with a minor in French 
or computer science. She’s 
been studying foreign languag-
es for several years, including 
four years of IB French and two 
years of IB Spanish at Niwot. 

“I just love the language 
classes because they're so cul-
turally oriented, and you real-
ly learn how to develop your 
conversational skills,” she said 
of her time at Niwot.  “All the 
teachers are just so nice. And 
they're very kind, and they 
really open your eyes to the 
world, not necessarily what's 
in the textbook.”

As for her interest in com-
puter science, Isuani said tak-
ing Intro to App Development 
from Niwot teacher Teresa Ew-
ing last semester had been an 
eye-opener.

“I wasn't really interested 
in computer science because 
I'm much more of a liberal arts 
kind of student, but I loved 
programming and learning how 
to code in different program-
ming languages. I spoke to my 

teacher, and she told me that 
with my language background, 
I could go into a lot of different 
fields with some programming 
and international relations.” 

But Isuani hasn’t settled on 
any of those fields just yet. She 
said she hopes to find some-
thing that allows her to keep 
learning about culture and lan-
guages, and also involves trav-
el. She also sees the potential 
for graduate school and an aca-
demic path in her future.

Unfortunately, moving 
across the country means that 
Isuani will be giving up two 
things she has loved for a long 
time: her Jack Russell-lab mix, 
Ginger, and an accomplished 
ballet career that saw her 
make regular appearances with 
the Longmont Dance Theater 
Academy and the Centennial 
State Ballet, but also consumed 
up to 40 hours per week of her 
free time.

“This year has given me 
a lot of perspective, and I've 
realized that I have a lot of 
other interests that I'd like to 
pursue,” she said. “So I might 
be closing that door a little bit. 
But dance will always be part 
of my life, and I'll still make 
sure to keep in shape.”

In the meantime, the Tufts-
bound Isuani is looking forward 
to a low-key summer spent re-
connecting with friends and 
family.

By JOCELYN ROWLEY

Courtesy Photo 
In her valedictory address during Niwot’s 2021 graduation ceremony, Victo-
ria Isuani urged members of the class of 2021 to “be kind always,” as they 
move through the next stages of life. 

https://www.lhvc.com/
https://www.rmcaonline.org/


19Wednesday
06-02-2021

LHVC .COM

championships and doting 
mom, my coach and men-
tor, a friend since elemen-
tary school, and a school 
counselor of which I have 
never heard utter a pessimis-
tic thought. The thing that 
brought all of them together 
was that they were willing 
to suffer with me. To endure 
some level of pain so that I 
may not walk the road I had 
chosen alone.

Lesson 2: Make friend-
ships with people who are 
willing to run with you in the 
dark.

Much had led me to that 
challenge I completed 2 
months ago. A breakup in 
sophomore year, a book 
which changed my life, and 
a decision to join the cross 
country team. In high school 
I experienced my highest 
highs, and my lowest lows. 
My best answer to the ques-
tion of how to live well, is 
to live with purpose, and be 
willing to put in the work.

Lesson 3: Be willing to put 
in the work.

There are many by-prod-
ucts of living with purpose. 
One of them is something I 
call “earned happy”. It’s the 
smell of the air after it rains, 
or the sunshine on your skin 
after a long winter. “Earned 
happy” is the soreness in 
your legs that you feel after 
a workout the day before. 
It’s ending a relationship you 
know you should’ve ended a 
long time ago, or fighting to 
keep one going that you know 
is worth it, even if it’s hard. 
It’s settling into bed after a 
long day’s work, especially 
if it’s next to someone you 

love. Happiness is being kind 
to someone, or falling really 
hard for the right somebody, 
or taking a run when you 
know everyone else is asleep. 
It’s being the person you’ve 
always wanted to be, and 
putting the work in to make 
that possible. True happiness 
is not the un-earned happy, 
the fleeting feeling that is sim-
ply borrowed and paid back 
with damage to your body or 
relationships. Earned happy 
is created by putting in the 
requisite work, and by the 
investment in yourself and 
the things you care about. 

Living with purpose will 
not mean you are happy all 
the time. That, in and of it-
self, would render happi-
ness meaningless. But it is a 
matter of making decisions 
which will pay dividends 
and give you purpose. It is 
only then, when the work is 
done, the sweat spent, and 
the hands calloused, that the 
happy comes with no strings 
attached, and you know you 
are living well.

Because living well is per-
haps all we can really hope 
to do. Right now, we are at 
some point in the journey 
which is the dash on our 
headstone— the dash be-
tween the date we were born 
and the date we will inevita-
bly die. The inevitably of an 
end, the finality of life, gives 
it its meaning; the same way 
the pain of life, whether the 
breakups and lost loved ones, 
or the long workouts and 
runs where it feels like your 
feet are full of cement gives 
you meaning. This dash is 
where every promise is made 
and kept, every heart broken 
and pieced back together, 
and every hope and dream is 
either realized or forgotten. 

Perhaps no poet has put our 
journey in this dash better 
than Ursula K. Le Guin, who 
herself died in 2018. “When I 
take you to the Valley, you’ll 
see the blue hills on the left 
and the blue hills on the 
right, the rainbow and the 
vineyards under the rainbow 
late in the rainy season, and 
maybe you’ll say, ‘There it is, 
that’s it!’ But I’ll say, ‘A little 

farther.’ We’ll go on, I hope, 
and you’ll see the roofs of the 
little towns and the hillsides 
yellow with wild oats, a buz-
zard soaring and a woman 
singing by the shadows of a 
creek in the dry season, and 
maybe you’ll say, ‘Let’s stop 
here, this is it!’ But I’ll say, 
‘A little farther yet.’ We’ll go 
on, and you’ll hear the quail 
calling on the mountain by 

the springs of the river, and 
looking back you’ll see the 
river running downward 
through the wild hills behind, 
below, and you’ll say, ‘Isn’t 
that the Valley?’ And all I 
will be able to say is ‘Drink 
this water of the spring, rest 
here awhile, we have a long 
way yet to go and I can’t go 
without you.’”

www.vintagemotorslyons.com
303-931-5280 

vintagemotorslyons@gmail.com
Sales - Consignments - Purchases - Appraisals

Specializing in European Sports and Classic American Cars
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When Niwot High School 
principal Eric Rauschkolb 
told senior Isobel Tuck she 
was salutatorian, it was a 
surprise. “I didn’t expect it 
at all,” she said. “It was a 
really big shock, but I was 
really excited.”

Tuck has had a fruit-
ful high school career. She 
laughed saying her freshman 
year that she was intense 
about her grades, adding that 
she wished she had chilled 
out a little.

“Relax...trust the pro-
cess,” she advises current 
and future students. “One of 
the things that made me suc-
cessful was when I put down 
my pride and asked for help 
from my teachers....That re-
ally helped me build connec-
tions with my teachers and 
understand the material.”

Beyond her notable aca-
demic achievement of being 
one of the two NHS saluta-
torians, Tuck also has been 
involved in the school com-
munity. For three years, she 
has been involved in speech 
and debate, saying that the 
partner-acting event “duo” 
was definitely one of her fa-
vorites. She has participat-
ed in Link Crew, which is 
a student group that helps 
welcome freshmen. Tuck has 
also been on the golf team, 
and even started her own 
club.

As co-founder of the World 
Wide Women Club, Tuck and 
her peers focused on wom-
en’s empowerment, and the 
club “strives to inspire girls 
to take on more leadership 
positions.” Due to their goal 
of partnering with organiza-
tions that do international 
outreach and empowering all 
women, regardless of varying 
ethnic and economic back-
grounds, they seem to be em-
bracing a kind of intersec-
tional feminism. 

Rather than focus general-
ly on imbalances due to gen-

der (e.g., pay gap, access to 
feminine hygiene products, 
etc.) intersectional feminists 
also look to see how wom-
en of different backgrounds 
might specifically be affect-
ed, and how to best cater 
outreach to groups with more 
specific needs.

Tuck said some of their 
most memorable moments 
were making shirts for Na-
tional Women’s Day and 
wearing them to a pep assem-
bly. Another notable accom-
plishment of the club was 
when they partnered with a 
charity in Kenya and raised 
$5,000 to support their pro-
grams.

Due to COVID, it’s been 
more difficult to meet with 
their fellow club members. 
“I hope it continues after we 
leave,” said Tuck. “It was 
great, it was a really safe 
space for girls to come and 
share their experiences.”

One of her favorite mem-
ories was simply expe-
riencing the Niwot com-
munity, especially at pep 
assemblies, saying that she 
felt so much school pride and 
love for all her peers during 
those events. “I’ll miss the 
events… high school did a 
good job of getting students 
excited...and [events] al-
lowed the community to get 
together in a non-academ-
ic setting, which was really 
amazing.” She said that she’s 
going to look back on high 
school fondly, but that she’s 
excited to graduate and close 
this chapter of her life.

Next year, Tuck plans on 
going to the University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 
to study business adminis-
tration and political science. 
Long term, she hopes to do 
something in management, 
saying, “I really like to col-
laborate with people on proj-
ects and often take a lead-
ership role. To do that as a 
career would be interesting 
and would hopefully help the 
world.”

Fall in love
with your home

all over again

Design 4 Living Cabinetry 
brings the most important 

spaces in your home up 
to date with quality 

finishes and design.

Modern, timeless
cabinetry that 
works with your 
existing space

Full design service 
combined with a 
broad range of 
quality cabinetry

Kitchen, 
bathroom, 
home office 
and more

To learn more and view our gallery of transformations
visit D4Lcabinetry.com or call 303.881.2843 to arrange your consultation

Niwot Salutatorian Isobel Tuck on graduating

Courtesy Photo

Senior Isobel Tuck was one of Niwot’s salutatorians for the class of 2021. When reflecting on her high school experience, 
she said, “High School goes by really fast and I didn’t expect that, you’re going to be in for a wild ride.” Next year, she will 
be attending UNC Chapel Hill.

By HANNAH STEWART

https://www.lhvc.com/
https://d4lcabinetry.com/
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Niwot salutatorian Siddartha Bushan talks linguistics

Salutatorian James Magee gets ready to take off for the great white north

Technical-minded Siddar-
tha Bushan never gave much 
thought to his grades during 
his four years as a student in 
Niwot’s competitive Interna-
tional Baccalaureate program, 
so he was mostly surprised but 
also a little relieved when he 
learned that he was named the 
2021 IB salutatorian. The Cou-
rier caught up with him shortly 
before graduation to hear his 
thoughts on his four years at 
Niwot High and what the next 
four-years has in-store.

LHVC: Did you know your 
class ranking before the an-
nouncement?

SB: I never thought about 
who the valedictorians would 
be, and then Mr. Rauschkolb 
showed up one day with a sign 
saying I'm salutatorian.  It was 
never something I was aiming 
for. I did not want to be vale-
dictorian. I don't want to give a 
speech at graduation.

LHVC: I heard that you 

are planning to study linguis-
tics and computer science at 
the University of Illinois after 
graduation. What got you into 
linguistics?

SB: I've just really enjoyed 
studying foreign languages and 

just learning about languag-
es too. Then for IB, one of the 
things we have to do is write an 
extended essay about a topic 
of our choice. And so I wrote 
mine on linguistics. I wrote it 
in Spanish about linguistics and 

minority languages in Spain. 
And I've also just worked on a 
few things involving linguistics 
and computers, too. And I re-
ally enjoyed all that stuff. So I 
thought it would be interesting 
to study more about it in col-
lege.

LHVC: The University of 
Illinois is also not a common 
choice for Colorado students. 
What drew you to the University 
of Illinois?

SB: One of the big things is 
that the computer science and 
linguistics program is not actu-
ally a double major. It's a single 
major that combines both. Be-
cause doing a double major in 
the two, I found is pretty diffi-
cult to do, just because there's 
almost no courses in common 
between them....The Universi-
ty of Illinois has a very strong 
Computer Science program. 

LHVC:  What do you want 
to do after you get your degree? 

SB: I'm not really sure. I 
think I want to go to grad school 

afterward, and then after that, I 
don't really know. Probably in-
dustry, maybe not, we'll see.

LHVC: Thinking back to 
your time at Niwot, what have 
been some of your favorite 
classes? And then as a little fol-
low up to that, what is a class 
that maybe you'd like to take 
over again, or you didn’t want to 
take but ended up enjoying?

SB: I really enjoyed my 
Spanish classes, and they're 
one of the things that got me 
into linguistics. Same  thing 
with computer science classes, 
like AP Computer Science and 
stuff. And I've been involved in 
robotics throughout high school 
following my interest in comput-
er science and programming.

One of the classes, actually 
two classes, that I most enjoyed 
that I didn't think I would en-
joy as much were my IB histo-
ry classes. I took them mainly 
because I had to for IB, but I 

By his own admission, Ni-
wot class of 2021 salutatorian 
James Magee doesn’t have the 
best sense of time management, 
but he managed to overcome 
that shortcoming in high school 
with a good mindset toward 
his work, his classes, and his 
school experience in general. 
The Courier caught up with him 
on graduation eve to talk about 
his time as a Cougar and what 
the next four years have in store 
as he heads to the University of 
British Columbia to study math 
or computer science.

LHVC: Obviously, you’ve 
maintained super high grades 
throughout your time at Niwot. 
Do you have any particular tips 
or tricks? How do you balance 
your time?

JM:  I think I’m probably not 
the best time management per-
son. I think one thing that helps 
is trying to have a good mindset. 
And either have a good mindset 
about the classes you’re taking 

or take classes that you’ll enjoy. 
And you’ll enjoy homework for 
those classes and enjoy the les-
sons in class.

LHVC: What have been 
your favorite classes or who are 
your favorite teachers at Niwot?

JM: “Honestly, I don’t think 
I’ve had any teachers that I dis-
liked, really. I really liked eco-
nomics with Mr. Benson, and 
physics with Mr. Rice. And Mr. 
Rasmussen, who’s a new teach-
er this year, I really liked his 

chemistry class. Those are some 
of the ones that stand out. I also 
took statistics and calculus this 
year, and I also really like those 
classes. 

LHVC: Are there any class-
es that you would like a do-over 
in, or you just want to take it 
again, because you enjoyed the 
subject so much?

JM: Probably my French 
class with Mr. Beauvineau. I 
don’t think I’m quite literate in 
French totally,  so I want to keep 
working on that in college and 
beyond. But that’s definitely a 
class I’d go back and do again.

LHVC: Can you pinpoint 
a favorite memory of Niwot? 
When you’re talking to your 
own kids about your high school 
experience, what will stand out 
to you from your four years as a 
Cougar?

JM: I think it might have 
been, my last day in calculus 
class, we had a scavenger hunt. 
And it was really fun. And we 
were running all over the school 

to find these hands that are like 
little riddles. Some of them were 
math problems, and then we’d 
have to figure that out and then 
run to this other place in the 
school. That was a lot of fun.”

LHVC: What was it like 
navigating your senior year with 
remote learning and then hy-
brid in-person and then back 
to remote, and then back to 
in-person? What were some of 
the biggest challenges?

JM: I think online school 
is hard. It’s hard to stay moti-
vated and to get things done. 
But I think the biggest strug-
gle is probably going back to 
time management, actually.  
It seemed like I should have 
a lot of time in the day to get 
things done, but the day went 
by quickly. But also for some 
people, being social is difficult 
in that situation. I’ve heard that 
having people to talk to and 
being social is really important 
for mental health and for doing 

Courtesy Photo 
After graduating from Niwot, Siddartha “Sid” Bushan plans to study linguis-
tics and computer science at the University of Illinois.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley 
Technically talented James Magee was named co-salutatorian for the Niwot 
High Class of 2021 traditional program.

By JOCELYN ROWLEY

By JOCELYN ROWLEY

Continued on Page 31

Continued on Page 31
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￭  100 percent graduation rate
￭  100 percent college bound
￭   $6.5 million in merit scholarships earned  

by the class
￭   73 percent of the class earned at least one  

merit scholarship

￭   6 students playing sports at the collegiate level
￭   6 students pursuing visual and performing arts 

as a major or minor
￭   1 student received appointment to US  

Naval Academy
￭   2 students received four year ROTC scholarship

Allegheny College, American University, Arcadia University, 
Arizona State University, Bates College, Baylor University, Belmont 
University, Boston College, Boston University, Brandeis University, 
Brigham Young University, Bryn Athyn College, Bucknell University, 
Butler University, California Polytechnic State University—San Luis 
Obispo, Carleton College, Case Western Reserve University, Champlain 
College, Chapman University, Coe College, Colgate University, College 
of Charleston, College of William and Mary, Colorado College, 
Colorado Mesa University, Colorado School of Mines, Colorado 
State University, Columbia University, Connecticut College, Cornell 
College, Denison University, Dickinson College, Drexel University, 
Duke University, Eckerd College, Elon University, Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University, Fairfield University, Florida Southern 
College, Florida State University, Fordham University, Front Range 
Community College, George Washington University, Georgetown 
University, Gonzaga University, Grinnell College, Hampshire College, 
Hawaii Pacific University, Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Howard 
University, Indiana University, James Madison University, Kalamazoo 
College, Lafayette College, Lake Forest College, Lehigh University, Lewis 
& Clark College, Loyola Marymount University, Loyola University 
Chicago, Loyola University Maryland, Macalester College, Maryland 
Institute College of Art, Massachusetts College of Art and Design, 
Metropolitan State University of Denver, Miami University of Ohio, 
Michigan State University, Middlebury College, Missouri University 
of Science and Technology, Monmouth College, Montana State 
University, New York University, North Central College, Northeastern 
University, Northwestern University, Ohio Northern University, 
Oregon State University, Pennsylvania State University, Pepperdine 
University, Pitzer College, Portland State University, Providence 
College, Purdue University, Quincy University, Reed College, Regis 

University, Rice University, Rollins College, Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology, Saint Edward’s University, Saint Mary’s College 
of California, San Diego State University, Santa Clara University, 
Savannah College of Art and Design, Seattle University, Sewanee: 
The University of the South, Skidmore College, Southern Methodist 
University, St. John’s College—Annapolis, St. John’s College—Santa 
Fe, St. Lawrence University, Stevens Institute of Technology, SUNY 
at Binghamton, Syracuse University, Texas A&M University, Texas 
Christian University, Trinity University, Tufts University, Tulane 
University, United States Naval Academy, University of Arizona, 
University of California—Irvine, University of California—Los Angeles, 
University of California—San Diego, University of California—Santa 
Barbara, University of California—Santa Cruz, University of Cincinnati, 
University of Colorado—Colorado Springs, University of Colorado—
Boulder, University of Colorado—Denver, University of Connecticut, 
University of Delaware, University of Denver, University of Georgia, 
University of Hawaii at Manoa, University of Iowa, University of Maine, 
University of Miami, University of Michigan—Dearborn, University of 
New Hampshire, University of Northern Colorado, University of Notre 
Dame, University of Oregon, University of Pittsburgh, University of 
Puget Sound, University of Rhode Island, University of Richmond, 
University of Rochester, University of San Diego, University of San 
Francisco, University of Scranton, University of St. Andrews, University 
of Utah, University of Vermont, University of Virginia, University 
of Washington, University of Wisconsin, University of Wyoming, 
Vanderbilt University, Villanova University, Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute, Wake Forest University, Washington University in St. Louis, 
Wesleyan University, Western Carolina University, Western Michigan 
University, Western Washington University, Whitman College, 
Williams College

CONGRATULATES THE CLASS OF 2021

At Dawson, we believe that college is a match to be made, not a prize to be won.
Members of the Class of 2021 received offers of admission to  

the following colleges and universities (bold indicates attending):

https://www.lhvc.com/
http://dawsonschool.org/VirtualVisit
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mathematics and combina-
torics at Front Range Com-
munity College, and courses 
in multivariate calculus and 
abstract mathematics through 
the Johns Hopkins Center 
for Talented Youth. That is in 
addition to the IB program’s 
regular course load, advanced 
placement (AP) classes in 
physics and computer science, 
and a full slate of volunteering 
and extracurriculars, includ-
ing three years of varsity soc-
cer.* 

“I think in terms of staying 
balanced, it was it was cer-
tainly a challenge at times,” 
Kruse said. “There were some 
late nights in which I would 
get home from a  game and 
still have some things to do. 
In terms of staying organized, 
I tend to use a planner like I 
think a lot of students do, but 
I wouldn't say that I did any-
thing super special. I think 
just working hard pays off 
quite a bit of the time. And 
dedication to everything that 
you do, whether it be soccer or 
academics.”

In September, Kruse will 
be taking his prodigious tal-
ents to the Ivy League’s  Dart-
mouth College in Hanover, 
New Hampshire. Earlier this 
spring, he was selected for 
Dartmouth’s exclusive Jack 
Byrne Scholars Program, an 
elite mathematics fellowship 
that gives undergraduates both 
financial aid and opportuni-
ties for independent study and 
special mathematics projects.

“They typically choose six 
to eight in each class, that 
are high achieving in math-
ematics,” Kruse explained. 
“They provide some financial 
assistance to help with going 
on trips or travels and things 
like if I wanted to do a math 
conference. It's not necessar-
ily a scholarship. It's more of 
an award program that will al-
low me to continue to explore 
my interest in math and other 
fields of study.”

Those other fields of study 
include economics and com-
puter science, which Kruse 
could pick up as minors. The 

latter is an interest he put 
to use designing a course to 
teach younger students how to 
code in the computer language 
Python as part of his Creativity 
Activity and Service project, a 
requirement to receive an IB 
diploma. 

The Colorado-native hasn’t 
traveled to the east coach 
much, but relishing the chance 
to spend the next several years 
in a new environment, and 
broadening his horizons inside 
and outside the classroom. 

“I'm really looking forward 
to meeting a bunch of new 
people. In Colorado, I've been 
around a bunch of people that 
might share similar interests, 
and at Dartmouth, I'll really 
get a wide-range of people that 
share some interests, and then 
also have very different inter-
ests. It'll be nice to meet some 
of those people and make some 
new friends.”

But Kruse, a self-described 
“outdoorsy person,” will also 
have some of the comforts 
of home when he gets to the 
Granite State.

“I like the smaller com-
munity,” he said. “It's in a 

little bit more of a forested, 
rural area in New Hampshire, 
so I thought that was kind of 
unique, and it gave me the 
opportunity to be in a place 
where I would fit.”

In the meantime, Kruse 
is hoping to enjoy a low-key 
summer as a day camp coun-
selor for the City of Longmont, 
where he will be overseeing 
school-aged kids in various 
activities. He has also been 
reflecting on his valedictory 
speech, and, more broadly, 
lessons from the trials and 
tribulations of the Class of 
2021.

“I wanted to talk more on 
the positive side of things rath-
er than some of the more neg-
ative things that had come up 
this year,” he said. “My main 
message that I wanted to pass 
along to everyone is the idea 
of connectivity or being con-
nected with others, and stay-
ing connected in challenging 
times.” 

*On May 28, Kruse re-
ceived Class 4A All-State 
Soccer honorable mention for 
2021.

FREDERICK D. ROSS
Broker Associate 

303.819.0099
iMPACT Group at Your Castle Real Estate
fred@homewithimpact.com

Having built a home and raised a family in Somerset 
Estates I am very familiar with the discerning tastes of 
Niwot Buyers and Sellers.

Let’s talk about your home.

Wall Street Journal’s Top 1,000 Real Estate Teams in the U.S.
REAL TREND’s Top 5 Real Estate Teams in Colorado
5280 Magazine Top Producer 

Kruse
Continued from Page 17

taddikentree.com 303.554.7035

You know me, I think there
ought to be a big old tree right
there. And let’s give him a friend.
Everybody needs a friend.
Bob Ross

https://homewithimpact.com/team/fred-ross/
https://www.taddikentree.com/
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Visit our Virtual Tour and Apply Today for 
2021-22!

We can’t wait to meet you!

Visit our Virtual Tour and Apply Today for 
2021-22!

We can’t wait to meet you!

Colorado Shines Level 5 Quality
    Rated Preschool - Highest Standard

Curriculum includes Music,   
    Spanish, and Yoga

Outdoor Greenhouse
    and Garden

Healthy Eating and Active   
    Learning (HEAL)  Certified

Safe, Welcoming, and 
    Play-Based Learning

‘In a year where the world made it so hard to connect with each 
other, we managed to do just that...’

Eighth grade graduation is 
already a celebratory occa-
sion, but for the 93 members 
of Flagstaff Academy’s class 
of 2021, the May 26 ceremo-
ny was also one last chance to 
celebrate together, after being 
kept apart for so much of the 
past year.  For co-valedictori-
an Olivia DeRose, it was also 
a chance to reflect on some 
of the unexpected lessons 
she learned in and out of the 
classroom.

“This year has taught us 
many things,” the future Ni-
wot Cougar said in a speech 
to her classmates. “Some of 
these things are less import-
ant, such as how to avoid 
having our cameras on during 
class, and how to complete 

five hours of schoolwork in 
under two hours. We also 
learned about the importance 
of community. In a year where 
the world made it so hard 
to connect with each other, 
we managed to do just that, 
even while six feet apart for 
most of it. After a year that 
was difficult for so many, we 
finally made it….And while 
we’re all moving on to differ-
ent schools, I hope that the 
friendships we made here 
continue.”

DeRose’s optimistic tone 
matched the mood of the 
crowd, as they gathered in 
Flagstaff’s parking lot during 
a rare bout of mild spring 
weather to watch the proceed-
ings. The in-person ceremony 

By JOCELYN ROWLEY

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

The Flagstaff Academy eighth grade class of 2021 marked the official end of middle school with a graduation ceremony on 
May 26. Continued on Page 25

https://www.lhvc.com/
https://www.flagstaffacademy.org/
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was a refreshing return to 
normalcy for many, including 
longtime Dean of Students 
Keven Pugh, who noted the 
contrast to Flagstaff’s drive-
by graduation for the class of 
2020 during his opening re-
marks.

“It’s really good to see ev-
erybody get out of their cars,” 
he said. “And I can see faces. 
Dragons, I would like you to 
recognize just what this looks 
like right now, and what this 
feels like right now. Having 
all of the family, and staff, 
and board of directors, and 
your peers, your fellow Drag-
ons, all here together with 
each other is a fitting tribute 
to all of the support that helps 
you get where you are right 
now.” 

For Flagstaff executive 
principal Katie Gustafson, 
the 2020-21 school year was 
filled with extraordinary chal-

lenges for eighth graders, 
but it was also filled with ex-
traordinary accomplishments 
and will undoubtedly lead 
to “wonderful future adven-
tures” for Flagstaff’s newest 
alumni. During her remarks, 
she echoed DeRose’s com-
ments about learning beyond 
the classroom. 

“You asked questions to 
find out how things work. 
You’ve solved numerous 
equations. You’ve written es-
says, read the classics, and 
discuss the causes of war. 
But some of the most import-
ant lessons you’ve learned at 
Flagstaff cannot be taught in 
our classes. You found out 
what makes a true friend, how 
to manage your time, and how 
you learn best. You’ve also 
learned to do this from home, 
even when we all would have 
much rather been together in 
person. Middle School has 
been a time to find out who 
you are and where this life 
will take you. You have a sol-
id foundation, and we believe 

that you Dragons are now 
ready to take flight.”

Niwot High 2021 salu-
tatorian and 2017 Flagstaff 
graduate Siddartha Bushan 
also addressed the gradu-
ates, telling them how the 
school’s core virtues of per-
severance, respect, integrity, 
dependability, and empathy 
had helped him navigate the 
rough-and-tumble world of 
public high school.

“These values helped me 
see opportunities to succeed 
and become the person I am 
today,” Bushan said. “Perse-
verance in particular was im-
portant to me throughout high 
school. Like any endeavor in 
life, there were plenty of dif-
ficult times between school-
work and extracurricular 
activities and personal re-
sponsibility, but the value of 
perseverance I learned here 
at Flagstaff helped get me 
through.”

Gustafson and Pugh then 
recognized several individual 
student accomplishments, in-

cluding the Decade Dragons 
(students who have attended 
Flagstaff since preschool) and 
the 10 valedictorians, among 
them Olivia’s sister Grace 
DeRose and student coun-

cil president Mark Rohklen-
ko, who told his classmates, 
“Success is not final, failure 
is not fatal. It is courage to 
continue that counts.” 

Flagstaff
continued from page 24

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Niwot High 2021 salutatorian and 2017 Flagstaff graduate Siddartha Bushan was 
invited to address the class of 2021 as the alumni speaker.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Kye Toothaker received the Flagstaff Academy 2021 Good Neighbor citizenship 
award. 

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Executive Principal Katie Gustafson described Flagstaff’s eighth grade Capstone Legacy Project, the COVID Plane: “The 
journey of COVID is marked on this plane by COVID viruses. The airplane also symbolizes the various electives and learn-
ing opportunities that Flagstaff provides.”

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Members of the Flagstaff Academy Class of 2021 make entrance to the school’s in-person graduation ceremony, held May 
26.
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           LONGVIEW MOWING  
            Highest Quality Lawn & Customer Care   

 
 
 

Mowing — Fertilization — Weed Control 
Landscaping — Planting — Mulching — Rock Placement 
Sprinkler Systems and Repair — Clean-Ups and Hauling 

            RICARDO RUIZ 
                     Enjoy Life 

     303.901.1923 
    rruizasul@gmail.com 

Niwot girls escape with a win at Todd Creek
The Niwot girls golf team 

learned some painful lessons 
about their short games at 
the Longs Peak League event 
at Thornton’s Todd Creek 

Golf Course on May 27. Be-
deviled by lightning-fast 
greens and what were de-
scribed as “challenging pin 
placements,” the Cougars 
gave up some strokes where 
they normally don’t, and that 

was reflected in their high-
er than average final scores. 
Unfortunately, it was also 
reflected in the mood of the 
players, who weren’t much 
in the mood for chit-chat be-
tween shots.

Luckily, it didn’t seem 
to be a handicap for Niwot 
alone, and senior Hailie 
Ostrom (85) and junior Syd-
ney Rothstein (86) finished 
first and second respective-
ly. That was good enough 

to keep NiIwot in first in 
the team standings for their 
fourth league title of the year. 

Niwot wraps up the regu-
lar season on June 3 at Quail 
Dunes in Fort Morgan.

By JOCELYN ROWLEY

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Niwot head coach Ed Weaver and freshman Mina O’Dell watch as Sydney Rothstein hits her drive at the 5th hole at Todd 
Creek in Brighton.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

 Junior Sydney Rothstein found a bunker more than once at Todd Creek on May 
27, but there were a lot to find.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

The Niwot girls golf team put coach Ed Weaver’s diplomatic skills to the test at 
their Longs Peak League tournament at Todd Creek on May 27.

https://www.lhvc.com/
https://www.niwotvision.com/
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MICHAEL SHURTZ

Great Local References • Fully Insured
mwshurtz@yahoo.com

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
INTERIORS AND EXTERIORS

YEAR ROUND CUSTOM PAINTING

303-910-1674

PAINTING

(303) 618-0154

Nominated for Angie’s List
Super Service Award 2007, 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

Geek For Hire, Inc.
ONSITE MAC AND PC
TROUBLESHOOTING 

AND REPAIR

Chris Eddy
Principal GeekSupport@GeekForHireInc.com

Mon - Sat 10am, 2pm, 7pm

GeekForHireInc.com

Cougars fall to league foe Northridge
The Niwot girls soccer 

team faced its first test of 
the 2021 season when they 
traveled to Northridge for 
a match against the unde-
feated Grizzlies, one of the 
Cougars’ opponents in the 
new Class 4A Longs Peak 

League. Unfortunately, the 
Niwot girls couldn’t keep 
up with Northridge’s attack, 
and went home on the wrong 
side of the 3-1 final score for 
the first time all season. Af-
terwards, Niwot head coach 
Jenna Machado said her 
young team has a lot more to 

learn about winning.
“It’s really hard when your 

first actual high level varsi-
ty game is your fifth game of 
the season,” she said. “We 
did a lot of good things to-
night and I think we’ve a 
lot of places to work on. But 
what I am happy about is that 

we did the things we’ve been 
working on this last week. 
But now we need to work on 
speed of play, and being se-
cure in ourselves.”

Senior Maddie Borncamp 
scored Niwot’s lone goal 
against Northridge. With the 
loss, the Cougars moved to 

5-1 on the season and sec-
ond place in the Longs Peak 
League. 
Box Scores
5/27 — Northridge  3, Niwot  1
Cougars (5-1, 4-1) 0 1 — 1
Grizzlies (4-0, 4-0) 1 2 — 3
Goals —  Maddie Borncamp,
Assists — Margoux Boyer,

By JOCELYN ROWLEY

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Senior Kayla Osegueda tangles with a Northridge striker during the Cougars first loss of the year on May 27.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

With a new defensive scheme in 2021, 
sophomore Tiffany Yie has an active 
role on both sides of the field in 2021.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

 Nora Hayden and the Niwot defense 
couldn’t catch a break in Niwot’s loss 
to Northridge on May 27.

http://niwotlaw.com
https://geekforhireinc.com/
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EXPLORE OUR CURRENT LISTINGS AND MORE AT DRFTEAM.COM
BUYING, SELLING, OR INVESTING? 
ANY PRICE RANGE - CALL DEB! 720.378.1217

14354 W 88th Dr, Arvada
O�ered at $579,000

Stunning Townhome
621 Pleasant Lane, Boulder

Coming Soon at $1.5M

Charming Character Home
8422 Grenwood Dr, Niwot

Sold at $1.5M

Sold Above Asking!
7177 Overbrook Dr, Niwot

O�ered at $899,000

U/C in 4 Days!

8801 Spring Creek Trl, Niwot
Sold at $1.369M

Sold in 16 Days
8823 Spring Creek Dr, Niwot

Sold at $1.375M

Sold O� Market - Stress Free
240 3rd Ave, Niwot

O�ered at $990,000

Gorgeous Craftsman Home
8324 Greenwood Dr, Niwot

O�ered at $1.5M

Stunning Custom Home

Featured Testimonial
We listed our home with Deborah right before the covid lock down 

began. With the restrictions to show our home Deborah took extra steps 
to show it through virtual tours, exceptional video's and photos of our 

home along with flyers. She was creative, thought out of the box to 
show the home. We were extremely impressed with her check list prior 
to listing, including an inspection, environmental tests, and recapping 
utility information of the year prior. Buyers are provided with answers 
to any questions basically before they would ask. She takes an active 

roll in the community and is very highly regarded. I wouldn't use 
anyone else! Thank you Deb for helping us get our house sold.

T O Toole, Niwot 2021

Just Listed

Under Contract

Just Sold

Just Sold

Under Contract

Just Sold

Under Contract

Coming Soon

NIWOT HIGHT SCHOOL

SUNSET MIDDLE SCHOOL

NIWOT ELEMENTARY

FLAGSTAFF ACADEMY

SHEPHERD VALLEY

CO N G R AT U L AT I O N S

Graduates
 to all the

Best wishes for your next adventure! 

Please join us for a 
fundraiser, trivia and 
curry night at Niwot 
Wheelworks to support 
COVID relief in India.

Tickets are $45. Includes  
curry dinner catered by 
Meenas Restaurant.

Monday, June 14th  6:30 - 8:30pm

Fundraiser
India

COVID RELIEF
for

For tickets
and more info
scan me

https://www.lhvc.com/
https://www.drfteam.com/
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Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Members of the Class of 2021 stand during the May 29 commencement ceremony at Niwot High School.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Principal Eric Rauschkolb presided over the ceremonies as more than 270 Niwot 
High graduates gathered for the final time.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Senior Marco Ramirez and his parents at Niwot’s graduation ceremony on May 
29.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Graduates-to-be wait patiently for their chance to shake hands with Principal Rauschkolb and receive their diplomas during 
Niwot’s graduation ceremony on May 29.

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Salutatorian Izzy Tuck, valedictorian Victoria Isuani, student council president Ben Goff, IB valedictorian Carter Kruse, saluta-
torian Siddartha Bushan, and senior Lucy Lu posed for photos before the ceremony.

Graduation
continued from page 14
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STUDENT-ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Micah Sheats

7980 Niwot Road  -  Niwot, CO 80503
(303) 652-8082

www.bankofestespark.com

In his final stretch at Ni-
wot High, the dreaded se-
nioritis has eluded pitcher/
outfielder Micah Sheats on 
the baseball diamond. 

His two-way talent 
shined on May 22 when he 
pitched a six-inning shutout 
and hit a home run during 
a 12-0 mercy-rule victory at 
Thompson Valley. 

The performance was 
nothing new as Sheats owns 
an over .300 batting average 
in 52 career games through 
May 30. As a freshman in 
2018, Sheats hit .311 and 
played in all 23 of Niwot’s 
games. He followed that 
season up with a team-lead-
ing 10 extra-base hits as a 
sophomore. 

With a degree now in 
hand, Sheats will soon ven-
ture to Lewiston, Maine to 
play baseball at Bates Col-
lege. 

Sheats attributed his 
success to his teammates, 
which include nine other 
seniors, for vitalizing his 
senior season. 

“All my recent success 
has definitely been a credit 
to my teammates,” Sheats 

said. “We’ve had trouble 
with our defense this year 
but as of recent they’ve re-
ally been picking it up, both 
on offense and defense. To 
have basically an entire 
roster of seniors that we’ve 
been growing up with and 

playing together, it’s essen-
tially a brotherhood.”

Sheats added that lead-
ing by example is how he 
hopes to develop and lead 
his younger teammates. 

Even though Niwot holds 
a 2-8 record through May 
30, Sheats believes the 
Cougars’ camaraderie will 
produce a few more wins as 
summer arrives. 

“We haven’t had a super 
successful season up to this 
point, but as we’ve shown, 
we’re starting to turn it 
around,” Sheats said. “I’m 
really hopeful for the next 
five games. Regardless, 
we’re going to have a great 
time playing them because 
we’re out of school and it’s 
summer.”

Before being promot-
ed in 2017, Head Coach 
Adam Strah taught physi-
cal education at Niwot El-
ementary where he met the 
then third-grader Sheats. “I 

probably tied his shoes at 
some point,” Strah joked.

About a decade lat-
er, Strah has now watched 
Sheats develop into a four-
year varsity starter with a 
college career on the hori-
zon. 

“He brings a lot of gifts 
to our team,” Strah said. “I 
think he’s going to continue 
that on to the next level as 
well.”

Sheats, who is a member 
of Niwot’s National Honor 
Society, said he is looking 
forward to the academic 
side of college in addition 
to playing baseball. He is 
interested in studying eco-
nomics at Bates. 

“I’m looking forward to 
that academic rigor,” Sheats 
said. “I’m super stoked to 
see what it has to offer. I’m 
also excited for baseball. I 
was recently in contact with 
the team and they want to 
win.”

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Longtime Niwot varsity baseball player Micah Sheats is headed to Bates 
University.

By JOCELYN ROWLEY

https://www.lhvc.com/
https://www.bankofestespark.com/
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HOUSE PAINTING

Michael Shurtz Painting

Residential & Commercial - Interiors & Exteriors
GREAT Local References

Fully Insured & Fully Vaccinated
mwshurtz@yahoo.com    303-910-1674

CARRIER

The Left Hand Valley Courier is looking 
for a carrier for the monthly Niwot route. 

There are openings for substitute carriers. 
Candidates must be self-starters with 

transportation, available on a moment’s 
notice, and be able to pay attention to 

No Delivery details. 

If you are interested, please email editorial@lhvc.com.

TILE WORK

Josh Thompson - Thompson Tileworks. 

High-quality, custom tile work, repairs, 
remodels, new installations.    Local, 

dependable and insured.  Free estimates.  
(303) 877-7526

HELP WANTED

Housekeeper and Yard Worker

Need Experienced Individual Housecleaner 1x mo. $25/hr
Also need experienced person for Light yard work: 

Gen. Cleanup, weed pulling etc. 1x week. $15/hr
Jill or Mark 303-956-6949 (call or text)

HELP WANTED - 
NIWOT ROCKIN RAILS

Rock & Rails summer concert series needs 
help with Parking & Security. 
Thursdays 4-10 pm.  $14/hr.

Contact Gil at 303-834-0619

got really interested in them. 
And I’d love to take them again. 
They were just really interest-
ing. 

LHVC: You mentioned 
that you were involved in the 
school’s robotics team. Obvi-
ously, with the COVID, it was 
hard to have in person competi-
tions during the past 12 months. 
What was the final year of ro-
botics like?

SB: We were scheduled to 
have in-person competitions 
this year, but they canceled 
them back in January, since 
they figured COVID wouldn’t 
improve enough, and it didn’t. 
So what they did instead was 
they created sort of at home 
challenges, or challenges you 
could do in your own school, or 
in our case, we have a separate 
building. Right now, we just do 
them in our own building, film 
them and upload them. And 
that was just time-based main-
ly, on who can do some obstacle 
courses, who can navigate the 
fastest. And I worked on that. 
In particular, I helped work on 
a navigation system using cam-
eras to track the robot. And we 
actually ended up having the 

fastest times in the world for 
two of the five challenges and 
the second fastest time for the 
third challenge.

LHVC: Did you miss the in 
person competitions?

SB: Definitely. The in per-
son competitions were really 
fun to go to. It was just a great 
experience. But I feel like they 
did a pretty good job with the 
home competitions. They really 
tried to keep people engaged. 

LHVC: Is robotics some-
thing that you'd be interested in 
pursuing in college?

SB: There is a robotics club 
that I'm thinking of joining, be-
cause it just sounds fun. I real-
ly enjoyed working on robotics 
initially, just because the pro-
gramming sort of comes to life. 
And that there's an actual robot 
you can see, and review every-
thing that you've programmed.

LHVC: Are you doing any-
thing fun this summer before 
you head off to the University of 
Illinois?

SB: This summer, I'm actu-
ally working on an internship at 
a robotics company. 

LHVC: Is it Lefthand Ro-
botics? I know it was just re-
cently sold. Has that changed 
operations there much? 

SB: It is. it just changed 
what we're working on because 

now we're not working on the 
product when we used to sell. 
We're now working on stuff for 
Toro. But it's overall pretty sim-
ilar.

LHVC: What do you like to 
do when you're not in school or 
building robots?

SB: I like to program things 
in my free time. I've worked on a 
bunch of like side projects, pro-
gramming-wise. One thing that 
got me interested in linguistics 
was a couple of years ago, I 
worked on a project where I was 
using a computer algorithm to 
look at the difference between 
languages and determine how 
similar different languages 
were. I spent quite a few weeks 
on that. I ended up creating a 
whole website to display it.

Then I’ve also programmed a 
lot of games, especially this last 
year with COVID. That’s a thing 
I've done for the robotics team 
and just with friends. And then 
we played them since we can't 
meet up. 

LHVC: Are you interested 
in going into game design or 
anything like that? Or is that 
just just more of a fun hobby?

SB: It's just more of a fun 
thing. I'm not sure I'd want to 
do it as a career.

well academically. I was able to 
communicate with people vir-
tually, which I’m really grateful 
for, but for people who aren’t 
able to do that, that would be a 
huge struggle.

LHVC: What are your plans 
for after graduation?

JM: Right now I’m planning 
on going to the University of 
British Columbia in Vancouver. 
It has a college of sciences, so 
I’ll start there, but you apply to 
majors in your second and third 
years.

LHVC: Do you have any 
idea which majors that you 
might be interested in?

JM: Not totally. I’m thinking 
something maybe like math or 
computer science

LHVC: What drew you to 
the University of British Co-
lumbia?

JM: Well, a couple of things. 
I have some family there, which 
is one part of it. But also, a lot 
of schools outside the US and 
in Canada, do a co-op program, 
where you go to school for five 
years, and you can work for 
some of the terms. And any-
way, I thought I really liked the 
sound of that.

LHVC: Do you see graduate 
work in your future? Or what 
would you like to do after col-
lege?

JM: Part of me likes the idea 
that, although I don’t think I’ve 
studied deep enough in any one 
field to know that I really want 
to do that. I’ve done a decent 
bit of programming through the 
Up-A-Creek robotics team, and 
through all I have done at the 
Innovation Center. And so that 
might take me to a graduate de-
gree. The idea sounds nice.

LHVC: So what do you want 
to do for a career?

JM: Part of me wants to be-
come a computer programmer, 
but also, I think there’s a lot 
of ways that you can use pro-
gramming in a non-traditional 
engineer role. And so I’m hope-
ful one thing I can do at UBC 
is take some of the classes and 
see if there’s a niche area where 
technology could be applied. 

LHVC: So what do you like 
to do when you’re not in class? 
Or what clubs or activities were 
you involved in?

JM: Robotics is probably 
one of the biggest things for me, 
but also, early in my school ca-
reer, I started taking classes at 
the Innovation Center... That 
role sort of turned into an app 
development job that I’m work-
ing on right now. And outside 
of that, there’s robotics. I didn’t 
play sports throughout high 
school, but I did join the boys 
tennis team in my junior year. 
That was actually so much fun. 

Bushan
continued from page 21

Magee
continued from page 21
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For a small town we have a lot of heart.

Come let your heart experience our great little town.
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BIG HEART.
SMALLTOWN.

We also have great independent stores, restaurants, coffee shops,
art, sculpture, history, and an outstanding children’s park.

NIWOT.COM/HEARTDIAGONAL HWY

NIWOT ROAD

LONGMONT

BOULDER

https://www.lhvc.com/
http://niwot.com

