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Downtown Niwot moratorium extended

Bond construction begins at Heatherwood

At what was potentially the fi-
nal public meeting regarding the 
Niwot Rural Community District 
(NRCD) code update process on 
March 12, when Boulder County 
Commissioners (BOCC) could 
have approved land use staff ’s 
proposed code updates for de-
velopment in downtown Niwot, 
Commissioners Elise Jones, Matt 
Jones, and Deb Gardner instead 
chose to send the team back to 
the drawing board on several 
issues, thereby extending the six 
month moratorium on develop-
ment by another month.

While commercial entities 
at first railed against the mor-
atorium, which led to a host of 
proposed parameters for struc-
tures on 2nd Ave., the irony of 
their latest request to extend the 
moratorium was not lost. The 
twist in sentiment came about 
because, while it’s certain there 
will be a degree of code changes, 
the business owners wanted to 
impress upon the county that 

the layers of limits being offered 
are likely to have an adverse ef-
fect on the financial practicality 
of future projects. Commercial 
property owners walked away 
from the hearing with hope, but 
residents of 3rd Ave. were not 
at all happy with the outcome.

The genesis of the moratori-
um was discontent on the part 
of 3rd Ave. residents regarding 
how the Southpaw Commons 
project came to fruition in 2018. 
Three new residential units on 
the back of that development 
have garages and windows on 
the alley facing into 3rd Ave. res-
idents’ backyards. Residents felt 
their input wasn’t sufficiently 
taken into consideration prior to 
the project’s approval, and in an 
effort to preserve the long-held 
privacy and calmness behind 
their homes, they reached out 
to land use staff for assistance. 
They didn’t, however, ask for the 
moratorium.

Boulder County’s statement 
regarding the initial enactment 
of the moratorium stated, “Staff 
and community stakeholders 

have identified several areas 
in need of clarification in the 
regulation language, including 
provisions regarding mixed-
use development and a need to 
better understand and clarify 
the intensity of development 
appropriate within the NRCD. 
Neighbors have also raised 
concerns with the level of res-
idential development allowed, 
density and design parameters 
and whether the NRCD regula-
tions facilitate the appropriate 
mix of residential, retail, and 
office uses.”

The code update process 
during the moratorium has 
included eight public meetings 
thus far, and resulted in pro-
posed provisions addressing 
both the designated historic area 
of the NRCD and the non-histor-
ic area with specifications for 
design elements, setbacks from 
property lines, lot coverage, 
height limits, and FAR (floor 
area ratio - the percentage of 
above ground square footage to 
lot size).

Using FAR was the most quar-

relsome section of the proposed 
code for business stakeholders. 
Limits on FAR are not being 
proposed for the historic por-
tion of the NRCD. However, the 
area most rife for future de-
velopment, Block 5 (the north-
ern block of 2nd Ave. between 
Franklin Street and Niwot Road), 
would be limited to a FAR of .6.

Tim Coonce, owner of Porch-
front Homes on 2nd Ave. said, 

“What these regulations really 
represent are a 15 percent re-
duction in potential develop-
ment of each lot. I would say, 
continue this moratorium and 
let’s get this right.”

Although the planning com-
mission had removed the only 
line in the proposed changes 
addressing the use of the alley 

By Vicky DorVee
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Boulder County Commissioners listened as 2nd Avenue property owner Anne Postle 
spoke at a public hearing on March 12. 

Senate Bill 181 (SB181) is on 
track to become law, and the bill 
contains the most sweeping regu-
lations of the Colorado oil and gas 
industry in decades, giving many 
who oppose oil and gas develop-
ment, including fracking, cause for 
celebration. Other anti-fracking 
activists believe the bill is simply 
more of the same and doesn’t go 
far enough to reform decades-old 
legislation that impacts the health 
and safety of Coloradans. 

But what would SB181, as 
it stands now, mean to Boulder 
County residents if Governor Polis 
signs it into law near the end of 
this month?

In its most basic form, SB181 
would place more control into 
local authorities. Current law 
gives the Colorado Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission (COG-
CC) exclusive authority relating 
to the conservation of oil and gas. 
SB181 would place more control 
of oil and gas operations into the 
hands of local government. This 
is currently prohibited under 
current Colorado law, which has 
left city and county governments 

What SB19-181 would mean 
to Boulder County residents

By Dani Hemmat

Editorial@lhvc.com
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Heatherwood Elementary 
is getting a much-anticipated 
facelift thanks to a Boulder 
Valley School District (BVSD) 
bond approved by voters in 
2014. This $6.2 million project 
broke ground in February, and 
the essential portions of the 
project will be completed in time 
for school to start this coming 
August. 

During the renovation, the 
building will receive routine 
repair and maintenance, as well 
as security upgrades. Though 
these changes aren’t always 
visible, they are significant. “It’s 

important for the community to 
know that BVSD is investing in 
protecting the buildings and lon-
gevity of the schools,” explained 

Susan Cousins, communications 
specialist for the bond. 

By Jennifer SimmS
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Jennifer Simms

Heatherwood fifth grade band students, under the direction of Drew Iannuccillo 
(center left), practice in the Pit, a common area at the school. Thanks to funds from 
the BVDS Bond, this space will be remodeled over the summer into a collaborative 
learning space called the Den. 
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Growing up Disney

Community Calendar
ROBOTICS

COMPETITION
Up-A-Creek Robotics Team 

1619, comprised of students 
from Niwot, Silver Creek and 
other St . Vrain Valley high 
schools will be competing at the  
FIRST Robotics Competition 
Colorado Regional on March 
22-23 at Magness Arena at the 
University of Denver. Admission 
is free. For more information, 
visit  www.coloradofirst.org.

PARENT EDUCATION
EVENT

Boulder Country Day School 
is hosting Protecting Children 
from Sexual Assault, The next 
presentation in their Parent-
ing Education Series, on Tues-
day, April 9 from 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
The event is free and open to 
the public, but registration is 
encouraged. Visit www.boul-
dercountryday.org for more 
information.

PUBLIC MEETING
Boulder County Transpor-

tation is inviting the public to 
review and provide feedback 
on draft recommendations for 
the Transportation Master Plan 
(TMP) Update. Draft updates 
will be made available for re-
view and comment online, but 
community members can also 
visit with staff in-person at an 
upcoming open house on April 
4 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Ron 
Stewart Parks and Open Space 
Building ( 5201 St. Vrain Road, 
Longmont). For more informa-
tion, visit www.BoCoTMP.com.

BIKE RACE
The biennial Boulder Rou-

baix bike race is returning on 

Saturday, April 6. The 18.7-mile 
circuit course starts at 41st 
and Oxford Road, then winds 
through north Boulder County 
to Hygiene before looping back. 
Racing starts at 8:30 am contin-
ues throughout the day. Local 
traffic will be impacted by road 
closures and delays. For more 
information or to register, visit 
www.dbcevents.com.

CALL FOR
ENTRIES

Boulder Count y Parks & 
Open Space invites photog-
raphers to submit pieces for 
the fourth juried photography 
exhibit featuring county public 
lands. Entries will be accepted 
between May 17 and June 19. 

For more information please 
visit http://www.BoulderCoun-
tyOpenSpace.org/photoshow 
or contact Karen Imbierowicz at 
kimbierowicz@bouldercounty.
org or 303-678-6268..

ALZHEIMER’S
SUPPORT GROUP

Alzheimer’s Association De-
mentia Caregiver Support Group 
meets on the first Wednesday of 
each month from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Niwot United Methodist 
Church 7405 Lookout Road. 
This free service is for family 
members and friends who care 
for and care about people with 
Alzheimer’s Disease and other 
forms of dementia.
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virtually unable to influence 
when and how extraction oc-
curs within their own borders. 

When Colorado’s current 
legal and regulatory framework 
for fossil-fuel extraction was 
written decades ago, drilling 
operations tended to be small-
er, less disruptive, and farther 
from residential areas. Hydrau-
lic fracturing (fracking) was not 
being heavily utilized and en-
vironmental and health effects 
were not known at the time. 

SB181 would remove the 
exemption that oil and gas 
companies have from counties’ 
authorities to regulate noise; it 
would give city and county gov-
ernments land use authority to 
regulate the siting of wells and 
“to minimize adverse impacts 
to public safety, health, welfare, 
and the environment and to 
regulate land use and surface 
impacts, including the ability 
to inspect oil and gas facilities; 
impose fines for leaks, spills, 
and emissions; and impose 
fees on operators or owners to 
cover the reasonably foresee-
able direct and indirect costs 
of permitting and regulation 
and the costs of any monitoring 
and inspection program neces-
sary to address the impacts of 
development and enforce local 
governmental requirements.” 

Other sections of the bill 
include stipulations for the air 
quality control commission 
to review its leak detection 
and repair rules and to adopt 
rules to minimize hazardous 
emissions from extraction op-
erations. University of Colora-
do researchers reported last 
year that Boulder county’s air 
quality suffers when the wind 
carries pollutants from oil and 
natural gas development in 
nearby Weld county. 

Other amendments in SB181 
include a revision of the forced 
pooling statutes, which cur-
rently can force non-consenting 
parties to be part of a drill-
ing operation with only one 
proximate party giving con-
sent. SB181 would change that 
requirement to 50 percent 
of the mineral-rights owners 
consenting to contract with an 
extraction company for forced 
pooling to be enacted.

Majority Leader Steve Fen-
berg, a Democrat from Boulder 
and the bill’s sponsor, said on 
the Senate f loor the day be-
fore the bill passed, “This bill 
does not solve every problem, 
nor does it by any means ease 
everyone’s concerns, whether 
from local governments’ per-
spective, from advocates or 
from industry, of course. But 
I think it is a very major step 
forward.” 

Many activists who have 
been fighting for oil and gas 

industry reform for years feel 
that SB181 is more of a baby 
step than a major step. On the 
surface, it seems that SB181 
would be the answer to the in-
creasing frustration that local 
authorities and activists have 
felt over the past several years 
when they fight oil and gas de-
velopment only to be overruled 
by state law. Colorado Rising, 
the largest oil and gas reform 
group in Colorado, issued this 
statement regarding SB181:

“Colorado Rising is taking 
a neutral position on SB181. 
While it would be immoral and 
unconscionable not to pass this 
bill, it does not go far enough 
to protect communities from 
dangerous oil and gas. This is the 
most powerful bill that we have 
seen come out of the legislature 
in ten years. This is a step in the 
right direction to balance the 
scales of power that have for far 
too long allowed the industry to 
run roughshod through Colorado 
communities. SB181 establishes 
that health and safety are the 
priority and grant local con-
trol to communities, something 
that any other industry would 
be required to fulfill. However, 
this bill leaves much work to be 
done in regards to enforcement, 
accountability and establishing 
definitive health and safety 
protections. Colorado Rising 
will be there to stand with com-
munities.”

OIL & GAS
Continued from Page1
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Local anti-fracking group fractures 

Franklin David Frankfort (1965-2019)

Two of the founding members 
of The Lookout Alliance (TLA), 
Leesah Patt and Amanda Janusz, 
officially severed ties with the 
organization they founded and 
organized after the group and its 
mission were co-opted by LOGIC 
(League of Oil and Gas Impacted 
Coloradans), according to a press 
release from the two women. 

When oil and gas interests 
placed the Heatherwood mineral 
rights’ owners in their sights 
in November 2018, Janusz and 
Patt organized the communi-
ty, recruited volunteers, and 
sponsored a town hall meeting 
attended by nearly 200 residents. 

Both women teamed up with 
several other residents to form 
The Lookout Alliance with the 
goal of collaborating with other 
activist groups to stop fracking in 
Gunbarrel/Niwot and the rest of 
Boulder County threatened with 
oil and gas development. 

Amanda Janusz, a self-pro-
claimed “environmental refugee” 
from Broomfield, moved to Boul-
der County two years ago to es-
cape the large well pads now un-
der construction in Broomfield. 
“After being part of the fracking 
fight in Broomfield, I saw how 
Broomfield City Council negoti-
ated away its citizens’ health and 
safety. We had to move our kids 
away from 84 wells,” Janusz said. 
Leesah Patt and her family have 
been Gunbarrel residents for 21 
years and don’t plan on becoming 
environmental refugees.

Janusz and Patt stated that 
LOGIC soon reached out to 
TLA via LOGIC’s paid organiz-
er, Broomfield resident Laurie 
Anderson. According to Janusz 
and Patt, Anderson guided TLA’s 
leaders to disassociate with other 
anti-fracking groups. Anderson 
and Colorado Rising member and 
Heatherwood resident Tricia Ol-
son guided the group to focus on 
lawsuits, legislation, and regula-
tions. According to Patt, once An-
derson and Olson became staples 

in TLA, the group dynamic shifted 
to reflect the pro-regulation 
strategy and goals of LOGIC and 
Colorado Rising, not the original 
mission of TLA, which was to stop 
fracking altogether. 

Patt and Janusz decided to 
split off from TLA, citing their 
concerns that the group’s mis-
sion had been co-opted by LOGIC. 
They have yet to announce a new 
name for their group. 

TLA representatives issued 
a statement regarding the split, 
stating “the mission of TLA in-
cludes cooperation with other 
groups dedicated to stopping 
fracking. To that end, from its in-
ception TLA has met with mem-
bers of LOGIC, Colorado Rising, 
and East Boulder County United 
(EBCU), seeking to learn from 
those who have been in the fight 
longer. Each of these groups has 
a different philosophy. Contrary 
to the claims of the departing 
members, no outside group 
initiated contact with TLA or 
tried to influence our decisions. 
We have worked to support all 

approaches, and to respect the 
ideas of all members. The depart-
ing members were supported 
by us in pursuing any course of 
action they chose. TLA remains 
committed to a multifaceted ap-
proach that uses all tools at our 
disposal to protect us from the 
dangers of fracking in the long 
and short term.”

Maintaining that the group’s 
leaders were guided by mem-
bers of LOGIC, Patt said, “I put 
everything into this group for the 
purpose of protecting Boulder 
County from fracking.  In the 
blink of an eye, my efforts were 
thwarted and I was usurped. The 
tactics were military in nature 
and well-executed. I underes-
timated the enemy (oil and gas 
companies), and that won’t hap-
pen again.”

TLA member Kimberley 
Rivero said, ”The fight against 
fracking is a long, tough one.  An-
ti-fracking groups need to unify 
and trust one another. Personal 
attacks have no place in this fight 
and will only result in good peo-

ple tiring of the fight too early. 
The Lookout Alliance encourages 
everyone with an interest in this 
issue to get involved with a local 
group that reflects their values. 
We will miss the passion of our 
departing members, but we want 
them to succeed because their 
fight is our fight.”

Gabrielle Katz, another found-
ing member of TLA, viewed news 
of the split as an unnecessary 
distraction from the bigger issue 
at hand. 

“The more divided we seem, 
the more power the oil and gas 
industry has in Colorado, and 
the less likely we are to succeed,” 
she said. “We need to keep our 
focus on the real fight against 
fracking in Boulder County and 
Colorado. In the end, having two 
local groups both focused on pre-
venting fracking in our area will 
benefit the overall fight, but peo-
ple need to understand that all of 
these groups are complementary 
and synergistic, not competitive 
or feuding.”

By Dani Hemmat

Editorial@lhvc.com



(“Where alley access is available, 
curb cuts should not be permit-
ted”) in a public hearing on Feb. 
20, Land Use Department Director, 
Dale Case said, “We recognized 
that opening up the alley to some 
access made sense in order to 
meet other goals.” As a result, Case 
said his staff recommends leaving 
that line in the code amendments.

Block 5 has been a primary 
focus throughout the moratorium 
and curb cuts on that block, where 
vehicles pass over the sidewalk 
to access parking, have been of 
particular interest. Case explained 
the goal of reducing curb cuts is 
to allow for better walkability, 
pedestrian safety, and to provide 
additional parking spots in front of 
each business. Reducing curb cuts 
would necessitate that vehicles 
be allowed to use the contentious 
alley between residential and 
commercial areas.

Case explained that if the new 
codes are adopted, proposed new 
developments on 2nd Ave. would 

have access to their property 
through the alley and “property 
owners would be required to 
bring it [the alley] up to transpor-
tation standards in order to get 
their project approved.” Case also 
said staff is recommending that 
landowners wanting to get rid 
of existing curb cuts should have 
a means to modify their access 
through the alley.

Following Case’s synopsis 
of the code recommendations, 
31 public commenters came to 
the microphone. Eighteen of the 
speakers had a direct connection 
to commercial entities in Niwot, 
12 speakers were residents of the 
town (eight of whom live on 3rd 
Ave.), and there was one speaker 
with no ties to town. Nine com-
ments were in support of the code 
changes as proposed, 20 speakers 
said the suggested codes were too 
restrictive, and two didn’t speak 
directly to the proposed codes.

Third Ave. resident Victoria 
Keen said of safety concerns for 
pedestrians crossing curb cuts, 
“There’s no pedestrian study to 
back this up nor have there been 

any accidents reported over the 
past 20 years, yet Boulder County 
seems to be backing up their deci-
sion to open up the alley based on 
this unsubstantiated claim.“

Laura Skaggs, a Niwot resident 
and LID board member, expressed 
her dismay that the “hardest 
problem,” the alley issue, has been 
“completely avoided” by the code 
amendments.  

Skaggs said, “Has all the reg-
ulatory brouhaha been conjured 
up to obscure this main issue? 
Are the FARs, the setbacks, the lot 
coverage, the array of revised code 
details, are these serious sounding 
pretexts as retro-active cover to 
justify the moratorium? Because 
not all that much was broken in 
Niwot, but now a lot is broken in 
town - our trust, our relationships, 
the life blood of a small town. 

“You have put neighbors, land-
owners, volunteers, in an awful 
position. We are seen as choosing 
sides, while you, our local govern-
ment should accept responsibility 
to explain and enforce the legal 
rights that go with the alley. Some-
times private interests have to 

yield to public rights and the alley 
was always a matter of public use 
and public right. It is established 
in Colorado law that no one can 
create any right of adverse pos-
session of public property.“

Concerning the alley behind 
his3rd Ave. house. resident Dave 
Snow said, “Currently three or 
four cars a day pass behind our 
property. The county’s proposal 
to open the alley to business traffic 
will in effect create a busy street in 
our backyard. Twenty-four-seven 
noise, dust, car and street lights 
jammed up against our lot lines 
will utterly destroy our peaceful 
yards.”

“This process has caused a 
lot of turmoil in our little town, 
specifically between the business 
owners and neighbors on 3rd 
Ave.,”  Nick Dunbar, a 2nd Ave. 
property owner said, “I beg you to 
listen to the rest of Niwot and not 
just the people who have so much 
skin in the game, myself included.”

Anne Postle, owner of Osmosis 
Gallery and developer of South-
paw Commons used her speaking 
time to explain how proposed FAR 

restrictions and disallowing alley 
access would affect projects on 
her 2nd Ave. properties. Her first 
graphic was of a mixed-use build-
ing that could not be built if the 
proposed FAR restrictions were 
in place, but which gave a 50 foot 
set back on the alley, citing this as 
a good fit for the community. 

Her second graphic was of an 
allowed project consisting of two 
residential-only buildings with a 
five foot setback on the alley. She 
said meeting the suggested regu-
lations and taking away the better 
option for the town would result 
in “mandated mediocrity.”  

Also presented to BOCC was 
a pictorial representation of 275 
public comments posted on Boul-
der County’s website under the 
NRCD docket. Each comment 
was plotted on a map of Niwot as 
either a green dot for a comment 
in favor of building restrictions or 
as a red dot if the comment was in 
opposition.

“I went through all the letters, 
emails and signatures on group 

In a move that caught some 
stakeholders off-guard, Boulder 
County Commissioners voted 
unanimously at their March 12 
public hearing to extend Niwot’s 
development moratorium until 
April 23 in order to address, 

among other things, concerns 
from property owners about pro-
posed limits on Floor Area Ratio 
(FAR) for the non-historic blocks 
of the NRCD.

FAR is a measure of a building’s 
above-grade floor area in relation 
to the total area of the lot it’s built 
upon. A FAR of 1.0 means that a 
10,000 square foot lot can house 
a combination of structures with 

up to 10,000 total square feet of 
floor space. In its proposed update 
to the NRCD land use code, the 
county is proposing a FAR limit of 
0.6 for Blocks 5 and 6, which many 
commercial developers consider 
“too restrictive.” The current land 
use regulations do not limit FAR 
in any part of the NRCD.

During his presentation to 
the Commissioners at the hear-

ing, land use director Dale Case 
defended the staff ’s use of FAR 
and other direct regulations on 
building size—lot coverage, height 
restrictions, and setbacks—to ad-
dress the scale of development in 
a rural community such as Niwot, 
and said that having a consistent 
standard helps both residents and 
developers by “setting an expec-
tation of what can be developed.”

“We are relaxing some of the 
requirements on the amount of 
parking that’s necessary on a 
parcel for different uses and for 
development, so in order to do 
that and still maintain the char-

acter of the area and not allow 
the parcels to get overbuilt, it’s 
important to have restrictions into 
the actual size and floor areas of 
those buildings. So it’s a tradeoff 
of doing that—not using parking 
as our mechanism to control the 
amount of structure, but actually 
have numbers that people under-
stand.”

He said the staff reviewed 
several factors to determine an 
appropriate FAR for Blocks 5 
and 6, and felt the 0.6 limit was 
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Richard Alan “Dick” Knaus

(August 29, 1928 – December 24, 2018)

FAR restrictions go too far for developers

Image courtesy of Anne Postle

In this graphic, local developer Anne Postle depicts a new development that meets the FAR criteria set in the proposed NRCD 
regulations, but has a very short alley setback and isn’t retail or office friendly.

Image courtesy of Anne Postle

Anne Postle’s graphic showing a hypothetical development with a 1.25 FAR on the 
parcel at 280 2nd Avenue. Though it doubles the county’s proposed FAR of 0.6, 
the building has a 50-foot setback from the alley and continues the “rhythm of 
buildings down the block,” according to Postle.

By Jocelyn rowley

Editorial@lhvc.com
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in keeping with the character of 
the block and the existing scale 
of development, while also allow-
ing room to grow on most of the 
properties. 

“The current floor area ratios 
range from 0.1 to 0.58 at the Niwot 
Inn, so all under the 0.6,” he said. 
“When you look back at the review 

of the Niwot Inn...and what was 
approved, it was a very conten-
tious project. The maximum that 
was appropriate for the district 
at that time was at that 0.58 level, 
and that is some of the justifica-
tion and reasoning behind where 
we went with our number.”

Commercial property owners, 
however, had a decidedly different 
take.

“Decisions are being based on 

numbers, not creativity,” develop-
er Bob von Eschen said during his 
speaking time at the hearing. Von 
Eschen is hoping to develop two 
properties near the junction of 
2nd Avenue and Niwot Road, and 
said that a FAR limit of less than 
1.0 will put those two develop-
ments in jeopardy. “These controls 
will kill these two projects. If I 
leave, if Bradford [Heap, owner 

of Colterra] leaves, who’s going to 
invest the money?”

Local developer Anne Postle, 
owner of three lots on Block 5 and 
the developer behind Southpaw 
Commons, spoke forthrightly to 
the commissioners about what 
she characterized as “the real 
impact of the new rules proposed 
by the land use staff.”

Using illustrations, she then 

discussed three potential config-
urations for a new development 
on the parcel at 280 2nd Avenue—
one that conforms to the FAR 
limits, but has other drawbacks, 
and two that exceed the proposed 
limit, but offer other amenities 
and appear to conform with the 
size and scale of other structures 
on the block. She also decried the 
county’s graphical depiction of 
a 1.25 FAR limit—which is the 
figure preferred by the owners— 
as “deceptive and misleading at 
best,” and “garbage….to mislead 
and frighten the town.”

Before voting to table to pro-
posed NRCD, the Commissioners 
directed land use staff to con-
duct additional analysis of the 
proposed FAR limits and the 
“ramifications” of setting them 
at intervals higher than 0.6 or 
eliminating them altogether. The 
Commissioners also asked staff 
to investigate whether developers 
can be incentivized to offer public 
amenities, such as public patio 
space or landscaping, in exchange 
for a greater FAR limit.
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Courtesy Image

Boulder County land use staff ’s depiction of potential development on the lot at 
240 2nd Avenue that conforms to an FAR of 0.6 and a lot coverage limit of 50 
percent.

Courtesy Image

Boulder County land use staff ’s depiction of potential development on the lot at 
240 2nd Avenue with an FAR of 1.25, which is unrealistic for most of the lots on 
Block 5, according to Postle.

FAR
Continued from Page 4

letters submitted between Sept. 1 
and Feb.19 and first divided them 
into ‘PRO’ the new regulations or 
‘AGAINST’ the new regulations. If 
they included addresses, I located 
them and put them on the map. 
If they didn’t include addresses, 
I googled the name and tried to 
find the address,” Postle wrote 
regarding how the map was creat-
ed. “The dots that are off the map 
were often anonymous letters or 
people with addresses that I could 
not find. If the letter was ambigu-
ous, then I did not plot them on 
the map.”

The resulting image shows 55 
out of the 275 comments were 
in favor of the restrictions, 42 of 
those comments were from res-
idents on 3rd Ave., and 220 dots 
opposing the code restrictions of 
which 61 were property owners 
in the NRCD. The remaining 159 
comments were from general Ni-
wot residents weighing in against 
the code restrictions. To see this 
map, visit www.LHVC.com.

Following public comments, 
all three commissioners voiced 
that access to the alley should be 
granted, but they weren’t solidly 
in agreement over the use of FAR 
limits.

Regarding the alley issue, Gard-
ner concluded, “I’m getting the 

sense that we’re really not getting 
this right, because I for one believe 
that we should have access to the 
alley. Laura [Skaggs] was very 
clear that it’s a public right and it 
is public property, and we need to 
be clear about what that means.“

Gardner also said, “What I’m 
hearing, at least from some of the 
business owners, is it feels like 
there’s a cumulative consequence 
of the FAR that maybe is not what 
we intended. I’m less convinced 
that it helps us in the goal of 
reducing mass and keeping the 
character than the other things 
we already have out there around 
lot coverage, setbacks, and height 
restrictions.”

Elise Jones said, “We shouldn’t 
wait for somebody to get hit or 
hurt before we do something 
about it. I want to see how we 
can really incentivize how we can 
get rid of the ones [curb cuts] we 
already have. It makes sense to use 
the alley and I’m so sorry for the 
good neighbors who have lived on 
3rd Ave. enjoying not having that 
alley be used, but it really makes 
sense from a land use planning 
standpoint to use the alley. I think 
the trade-off is for us to mitigate 
that landscape, setback, and fenc-
ing so the impact is as minimal as 
it can be. “

Elise Jones said, “I would go 
with the staff FAR, but allow addi-
tional FAR in exchange for public 
amenities.”

“For me, I want to keep Niwot, 
Niwot,” Matt Jones said.” It was 
always this quaint, cool, quirky 
place and I want to keep it that 
way. I also want to allow for 
change. I don’t know if I want to 
give up on FAR and here’s why - 
the issue here is mass on a lot in a 
quaint place. These issues remind 
me of Louisville and the ‘land of 
the curb cut’ in our city council 
meetings. And boy, you guys ought 
to think about incorporating, 
then you guys could control your 
destiny.”

Ultimately, BOCC responded 
favorably to the outpouring of 
commercial stakeholders’ com-
ments by requiring that land use 
staff prepare an analysis of FAR at 
different levels for specific parcels 
and to explore what opportunities 
exist for FAR to be set higher if 
property owners were to include 
public amenities in their project 
plans.

BOCC also asked staff to use the 
next month to establish a process 
to determine what alley access 
will look like, as well as a method 
for land owners to modify exist-
ing curb cuts. Additionally, BOCC 
asked for clarifications of code 
language that addresses windows 
facing the alley, and lighting and 
parking requirements. 

Following the decision, Jim 
Kalinski wrote an email on behalf 
of 3rd Ave. residents to the Couri-
er, which read, “I believe we saw 

a demonstration of the Golden 
Rule: those with the gold rule. The 
outcome appeared to be predeter-
mined and we were wasting our 
time pleading our case. There was 
no discussion regarding our point 
of view by the commissioners. I 
don’t think there was much hear-
ing at the hearing. The neighbors 
are saddened and a bit angry and 
we’re exploring our options.”

“As painful as the moratorium 
has been for our community, it’s 
worth maintaining momentum to 
resolve so many unsettled issues,” 
Skaggs said in response to the 
tabled moratorium.  “Constructive 
progress in alley usage is a key 
ingredient that was agreed upon 
by the commissioners. But let’s 
also keep code language simple 
and readily understandable when 
discussing projects in town. Com-
missioner Gardner commented on 
eliminating the FAR and relying 
on the more traditional square 

footage, height limit, and setbacks. 
Good idea.” 

Postle wrote to the Courier 
following the meeting, “I never 
thought I would say this after the 
pain our town has endured with 
the moratorium, but extending the 
moratorium is the right thing. We 
need to get this right.”

“This is what democracy looks 
like,” Elise Jones said. “It’s hard 
work and it’s showing up and it’s 
engaging and you guys are doing 
that in spades and it’s really a 
reflection of how much you love 
your community, so that’s a won-
derful thing to see.”

Boulder County Commissioners 
will hold the next public meeting on 
Tuesday, April 23. For additional 
information and to make public 
comments, visit https://www.boul-
dercounty.org/property-and-land/
land-use/planning/land-use-code-
update/dc-18-0004/

MORATORIUM
Continued from Page 4



According to Cousins, the 
school will also receive energy 
efficiency upgrades as part of the 
district’s goal to reduce its energy 
consumption by 20 percent in 10 
years, with a stretch goal of zero 

net energy consumption by 2050. 
To improve efficiency, Heather-
wood will receive new roofing 
insulation, new double pane win-
dows, a high-efficiency boiler and 
an upgrade to LED lighting and 
solar tubes.  

The renovation plans also in-
clude several improvements that 
will directly impact the teaching 

and learning experience. The 
largest change will be the addition 
of an additional preschool and 
kindergarten classroom. Inside 
the existing building, small-group 
workrooms will be created, and 
acoustic partitions will be added 
to the open floor plan, and teach-
ers will receive an audio enhance-
ment system, which will project 
their voice uniformly throughout 
the classroom.  

Planning for the project began 
in 2012 when a BVSD Capital 
Improvement Committee met 
with principals and other stake-
holders to determine renovation 
needs across the district. When 
it was time to plan the project at 
Heatherwood in 2018, a Design 
Advisory Team (DAT) of staff 
and parents met with project 

manager Charles Zachemsky to 
decide how to best use the funds. 
In addition, an innovation team 
of staff members met to decide 
how the school would spend the 
additional $200,000 grant given to 
each elementary school to support 
innovative instruction. 

One proposal from the team 
was the transformation of the 
Pit, a central meeting space at the 
school, into the Den. According to 
Zachemsky, the Den will be a more 
collaborative and user-friendly 
environment. A ramp to provide 
wheelchair access to the gym, and 
nearby rooms, with sliding doors, 
which will provide breakout space 
for group activities and overflow 
space for community programs. 

Second grade teacher Nicole 
Martini was part of DAT and is ex-

cited for the changes coming next 
school year. “We are getting some 
new classroom furniture which 
will really enhance learning and 
collaboration in every grade. Our 
spaces will be designed so kids can 
work together and learning can be 
shared. I also think they will LOVE 
the new playground equipment 
we are getting,” Martini said. 

Cousins reminds the commu-
nity that the school grounds will 
be closed for the summer. She 
also thanks them in advance for 
their patience, as she is certain the 
changes will be worthwhile.

For more information about the 
project visit https://bond.bvsd.org/
projects/Heatherwood/Pages/de-
fault.aspx. Or email Charles Zach-
emsky with questions at charles. 
zachemsky@bvsd.org.
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SUMMER CAMP

DIRECTORY
   April 10th

   and 17th

Advertise your Summer Camp in the 
Left Hand Valley Courier in our Special 

Summer Camp Directories. 

In In our April 10th and 17th issues, Left 
Hand Valley Courier will feature 

articles on summer camps,  
adventures for summer and have a 

Summer Camp Directory.    

If you are interested in running your ad and a 
profile of your unique and exciting summer 

camp, please contact Selene at 
advertising@lhvc.com for more information 

on rates, sizes and options.  

CONSTRUCTION
Continued from Page 1

Proposed parking requirements put renewed focus on Niwot public lot

Stalled plans to build a public 
parking lot west of old town Niwot 
could be getting a jump-start after 
Boulder County Commissioner 
Deb Gardner strongly suggested 
revisiting a county policy that has 
prevented the lot’s developers 
from moving ahead with con-
struction.

During a March 12 Board of 
County Commissioners (BOCC) 
public hearing on proposed up-
dates to the Niwot Rural Commu-
nity District (NRCD) land use code, 
Gardner questioned a provision in 
the 2011 Niwot Transportation 
and Connectivity Plan (NTCP) that 

delays county action to increase 
the town’s parking supply until 
certain utilization thresholds are 
met. According to the most recent 
study, conducted in the summer of 
2016, Niwot’s commercial parking 
zones still have excess capacity.

“We have the criteria that says 
at this point that the parking 
lot can’t be built by the LID, but 
they’ve purchased the property,” 
Gardner said. “What is the process 
for changing those criteria? It 
seems like in some ways it might 
make sense to lower those crite-
ria so they can build the parking 
lot now and everybody else can 
use it.”

The Niwot LID board acquired 
a two-acre parcel between Mur-

ray Street and the BNSF railroad 
tracks in 2017, but not much has 
happened since. However, the pro-
spective public lot has come under 
renewed focus during the NRCD 
code update process, and it figures 
prominently in the land use staff’s 
proposed parking requirements, 
both as a source of additional 
spaces and “contingency parking” 
in the county’s parking reduction 
scheme.

Nevertheless, land use director 
Dale Case was quick to point out 
during the BOCC hearing that the 
potential new parking regulations 
do not “authorize the parking 
lot on Murray Street to move 
forward.”

“That would be a Local Im-

provement District decision,” he 
said. “What the regulation change 
here does is it allows that parking 
lot to be utilized if and when it is 
constructed to meet the parking 
requirements for development in 
the district.”

Nor does the lack of a lot stop 
any development from moving 
forward, according to Case. With 
parking studies still showing avail-
able capacity in downtown Niwot, 
the proposed  requirements can be 
satisfied with “excess parking on 
the street” for now.

As for revisiting the NTCP 
parking thresholds as Gardner 
suggested, the process for doing 
so wasn’t immediately clear, but 
likely involves an additional pro-

ceeding by the BOCC. 
Commissioner Elise Jones ar-

gued for deferring action on it 
until after more urgent concerns 
in the NRCD update had been 
addressed, prompting Gardner to 
say she would look into the matter 
further herself.

In the meantime, the next 
Niwot parking study could be con-
ducted as early as this summer, but 
lingering vacancies at Colterra and 
the former Powder Keg space may 
prompt the LID board to postpone 
it. In any event, construction of a 
new public parking lot would still 
be subject to the county’s Special 
Review process, and is unlikely to 
begin anytime soon.

By Jocelyn Rowley
Editorial@lhvc.com



Chris Wathen of All-Pro 
Lawns, Inc., has been a sta-
ple in Niwot and Gunbarrel 
neighborhoods for many years. 
Wathen said the business has 
grown steadily since he bought 
it from his father-in-law, Charlie 
Schulze, in 2008. The time has 
come, however, to refine his 
business model.

Wathen said. “We had to sit 
down and redefine what we 
want to do and pinpoint what 
our business is.” Starting this 
spring, he’ll be concentrating 
on commercial buildings, HOA 
maintenance and full landscap-
ing construction from top to 
bottom for both residential and 
commercial properties.

Ricardo Ruiz of Longview 
Mowing will be taking over the 
residential customers. Wathen 

said that Ruiz has 25 years of 
field and management experi-
ence. After working in Califor-
nia, Ruiz moved to Colorado 10 
years ago. He ran the mowing 
and maintenance crews for a 
company in Longmont. Wathen 
feels that the residential cus-
tomers will be in good hands. 

Part of All-Pro Lawn’s new 
focus will be landscaping con-
struction for both new and 
existing homes. “We have a deck 

company, WM Construction, 
and a cement company, Rodri-
guez Concrete. I also have a 
landscape designer, LRS Design. 
He’s an independent designer.”

Wathen said that the com-
pany has been moving in this 
direction for a while. By re-
defining his business model, 
he hopes he can continue to 
provide excellent service to his 
customers.  
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All-Pro Lawns redefines its business

Photos courtesy by All-Pro Lawns

Above are the before and after pictures of a backyard and deck that have been revitalized by All-Pro Lawns.

Whiskers & Tails

Pet Sitting

Whiskers & Tails
Pet Sitting

303.581.9990
303.579.6807 (cell)

By Mary Wolbach Lopert
Editorial@lhvc.com



There is a stout little tree that 
dots the landscapes throughout 
our region. It’s native territory 
spans from Utah and Wyoming 
south through Colorado, New 
Mexico, Arizona and even into 
parts of Texas. Vast expanses of 
land in the Southwest are cov-
ered by its sparse forests. It’s a 
hardy survivor. We often find it 
used in the landscape as a low 
screen tree, functioning to block 
the wind or create privacy in a 
backyard. 

This stout little evergreen has 
a vast history that’s been deeply 
intertwined with both animal 
and human life in the Southwest 
for millennia. 

The pinyon pine or piñon, 
whose latin name, Pinus edulis, 
means edible pine, is an unas-
suming tree rarely growing over 
30 feet in height. But what it 
lacks in stature, it makes up for 
in hardiness and abundance. It 
is a pine that requires little irri-
gation in the landscape and can 
thrive in well drained gravel and 
rocky soils. 

The prized seeds of the pin-
yon pine are familiar to most of 
us as a tasty topping for salads 

or a flavorful addition to pesto. 
Pine nuts have been a popular 
food for many centuries and are 
considered by many a delicacy. 
Pinyon seed harvests in the 
southwest United States have, at 
times, yielded millions of pounds 
of nuts. The nuts also fetch a hefty 
price as high as $40/lb. 

However, over the last few de-
cades the pinyon nut harvest has 
dropped off significantly. Some of 
the decline is due to the availabil-
ity of cheap pine nuts from Asia. 
Make sure to check the label the 
next time you buy pine nuts and 
try to support a local harvester of 
this natural wonder food.

To the Pueblo peoples and 
other Native Americans this 
tree has enjoyed mythical and 
spiritual significance. Its seeds 
represent a life sustaining staple 
in an arid climate. Some forests 
of pinyon could provide yields 
of up to 300 pounds of nuts per 
acre making it a significant food 
source. Often the seeds would be 
ground into flour or stored for up 
to 10 years. They are packed with 
plenty of protein, fats, and vita-
mins, making them an extremely 
nutritious food. 

Along with the nuts, the nee-
dles of the tree were brewed into 
a tea and the inner bark could 
be eaten to provide nutrition 
during tough times. The resinous 
aromatic wood of the pinyon pine 
is commonly burned as incense. 
Prehistoric native peoples used 
the trunks and branches of the 
pinyon pine to construct the 
support structure of pit houses.

We no longer use its wood to 
construct homes, but this tree 
can still bring gifts of abundance 
to our lives. While it takes a 
number of years before they will 
begin to produce seeds they are 
a great addition to any landscape. 
By planting one you will be help-
ing to continue the legacy of this 

quintessential southwest tree 
and will provide sustenance to 
local wildlife.

Josh Morin is an ISA Board 
Certified Master Arborist and 
co-owner of Taddiken Tree 

Company, a locally owned and 
operated company.
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A Buck-et Of Ash

My opinion on pinyon

Courtesy Photo

The nut of the piñon pine.

By Josh Morin
Special to the Courier

Sponsored by



You can’t miss the increasing 
number of nearby fields don-
ning what seem to be modern 
art installations of shiny black 
rectangles slanted toward the 
sun. These masses of photovol-
taic panels are solar farms and, 
while their orderly appearance 
in place of the usual disarray of 
plant life is what captures our 
attention, it’s their purpose of 
collecting power from the sun 
and converting it to electricity 
that’s truly amazing.

But you haven’t seen the most 
awe inspiring type of solar in-
stallation yet in Boulder County. 
It’s the marriage of both agri-
culture and solar structures on 
farmland, dubbed an agrivoltaic 
system.  Byron Kominek intends 
to bring the first of its kind to our 
area when he builds Jack’s Solar 
Garden on farmland at 8102 
North 95th Street.  

There are exciting plans for 
the local enterprise and the ben-
efits for the community are huge. 
Aside from a variety of crops un-
der and around the solar panels, 
the vision of the farm includes a 
pollinator habitat for beehives 
on-site, public art installations, 
collaborative research efforts, 
educational tours, free energy 
to low-income households and 
down the road, community sup-
ported agriculture (CSA).

Kominek’s grandfather, Jack, 
moved to the land in 1972. 
The 24-acre homestead was 
his “retirement farm” after 30 
years of farming on 120 acres in 
Broomfield. Jack passed away in 
1980, but the land has remained 
in the family.

After earning his master’s de-
gree in environmental engineer-
ing, Kominek joined the Peace 
Corps and then became a U.S. 
diplomat with the U.S. Agency 
for International Development 
in Zambia and Mozambique 
concentrating on forestry and 
wildlife conservation. Following 
the completion of his job as a 
diplomate, Kominek and the dog 
he adopted from Africa hiked 
the Appalachian Trail. In 2016 
Kominek settled on his family’s 
farm.

Kominek said, “We’ve been 
doing hay farming forever and 

the family basically pours mon-
ey into the farm trying to keep 
it afloat even though we’re not 
getting any revenue back from 
it. So I was wondering how can 
we make revenue from it?” With 
his background in engineering, 
a penchant for environmental 
consciousness, and farming 
blood in his veins, Kominek felt 
the call to build a solar garden.

However, Boulder County 
regulations prohibited that. 
After a year of “pestering” the 
county, as part of the most 
recent agricultural land use 
code amendments in November 
2018, the county added a new 
provision allowing community 
solar gardens, a co-location of 
agriculture and solar energy, on 
farmland.

Two weeks before the coun-
ty’s official approval for solar 
gardens, Kominek saw a rare 
opportunity to bring his dream 
to fruition, so he rolled the dice 
that county codes would change 
in his favor and paid the $750 
application fee to Xcel Energy 
to submit a bid for their Solar 
Rewards Program.

Kominek learned Jack’s Solar 
Garden had won the bid with 
Xcel on Dec. 1. 

The community also has an 
opportunity to win from the 
project. Jack’s will be adding 
1.2 MW (megawatts) to Xcel’s 
energy grid, and if you’re on the 
Xcel Energy grid, becoming a 
subscriber to Jack’s will benefit 
your electric bill through offset 
credits.

According to the projected 
timeline, beginning this fall 
five acres of the farm will be 

covered with an array of 3,000 
six-foot long solar panels set 
in rows 17 feet apart. Each will 
track the sun from east to west. 
The energy generated from 
those panels can service 250 to 
300 households on Xcel’s grid, 
Kominek said.

Construction of the project 
is funded by the public signing 
on as subscribers. How much 
each subscriber may buy in 
for is a calculation of previous 
usage, and is then translated 
into a number of panels in the 
garden. Xcel in turn credits the 
subscriber’s monthly energy bill 
in proportion to their percent-
age of the total energy produced 
on Jack’s.

Kominek is planning for sig-
nups to open in April. Each sub-
scription is tied to the person, 
not to their home and may be 
transferred to other people or 
organizations. Subscribers pay 
upfront for five, 10 or 20 years 
of benefits.

As megawatts are put into 
the system, Xcel pays the solar 
garden. Those funds are used for 
the operation and maintenance 
of the solar-powered system. 
Terms of Xcel’s agreement with 
the solar garden dictate that the 
project needs to be transmit-
ting energy by mid-2020, but 
Kominek’s timeline is shooting 
for energy to start flowing by 
Dec. 2019.

The garden is partnering with 
researchers from the National 
Renewable Energy Labs (NREL), 
the University of Arizona, and 
Colorado State University, whose 
scientific teams will be instru-
mental in deciding where and 

what to plant under the panels. 
Research done on the farm 
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NCA kicks-off 2019 
membership drive

www.NeighborhoodTechServices.com 303-817-5755

Audio - Visual Integration 
Security Systems
Smart Sprinkler System Controllers

Smart Thermostats and Smoke Alarms
Smart Garage Door Openers, Doorbells & 
Door Locks

PC, Mac, Phone and Tablet Support

Neighborhood Tech Services

Master Your Home Technology

taddikentree.com 303.554.7035

You know me, I think there
ought to be a big old tree right
there. And let’s give him a friend.
Everybody needs a friend.
Bob Ross

Jack’s Solar Garden is getting ready to energize the community
By Vicky DorVee

Editorial@lhvc.com

Photo by Vicky Dorvee

Jack’s Solar Garden founder, Byron Kominek displays schematic plans for turning 
what was once a family hay farm into a community agrivoltaic farm, supporting 
solar energy, crops, and research. 

Continued on Page 10
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Niwot hires Kevin Clark as new athletic director

will tell scientists how to best 
co-locate solar energy with 
agriculture, how bees do in the 
environment, the most efficient 
height of the panels, and irriga-
tion methods.

Jordan Macknick, Lead En-
ergy-Water-Land Analyst with 
NREL explained that Kominek 
reached out to NREL because 
the organization is a pioneer in 
the field of solar gardens.

Macknick said, “We bring 
a level of scientific rigor and 
research into this project by 
systematically looking at how 
crops and vegetation grow, as 
well as installing instrumen-
tat ions to understand why 
certain plants are doing well. 
We have an ongoing research 
project and funding from the 
Department of Energy where 
we’re looking at this across the 
nation with about 25 different 
field sites across the country.“ 

The garden’s first planting 
will be of the opaque solar pan-
els, which allow no sunlight to 
come through. What’s beneath 
them will only get direct light 
when the sun is at particular 
angles. The added beauty of the 
shaded conditions is a reduc-
tion in water needs.

“Colorado summers are hot 
and can be dry and very in-
tense,” Macknick said. “A lot of 
the crops love this partial shade 
and will actually do better. 
We’ve been able to demonstrate 
that you can get higher yields 
using less water, because the 

plants are not as stressed and 
you have less evaporation.”

Kominek said, “For the first 
few years, the idea is to re-
search what types of crops 
people eat are most likely to 
grow well. And then the hope 
is after a few years to be able 
to work with a CSA or to start 
a CSA to provide food for the 
community.”

A philanthropic benefit to 
the project is that a percentage 
of the total grid capacity will 
provide free energy to select 
low-income recipients in the 
county. Subscribers also get 
the satisfaction of knowing that 
they’re doing a good turn for 
Mother Earth and her inhab-
itants by reducing fossil fuel 
usage and helping to supply 
clean energy.

For those who don’t have 
solar panels on their home, and 
even for those who do, Jack’s 
Solar Garden is the perfect way 
to support locally produced 
alternative energy.

To learn more about Jack’s 
Solar Garden and becoming a 
subscriber, visit www.Jacks-
SolarGarden.com or call 970-
344-8066.If you sign up to get 
updates the website, your name 
will be entered in a lottery to 
win a spaghetti dinner at Old 
Oak Coffeehouse.

There’s an opportunity to 
learn more about Community 
Solar & Agrivoltaics in Boulder 
County at 6 p.m., Wednesday, 
March 27, when Kominek will 
speak, along with presenters 
from Xcel Energy and National 
Renewable Energy Lab at Boul-
der Beer at 2880 Wilderness 
Place, Boulder.
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Karlynn Spreder 303.517.0026
$399,500

3214 LUMP GULCH WAY, ERIE

UNDER CONTRACT

5506 MUSTANG
$619,000

Kendra Bajcar 970.571.0525

UNDER CONTRACT IN 6 DAYSJUST LISTED

613 GRANDVIEW MEADOWS
LONGMONT
$425,000

Kathleen Spano 303.885.0876

NEW PRICE

1646 STONES PEAK DR, LONGMONT
$750,000

Karlynn Spreder 303.517.0026

UNDER CONTRACT

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217
$950,000

8525 WATERFORD WAY

JUST CLOSED

 7180 LONGVIEW
$1,190,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

JUST LISTED FABULOUS
RANCH HOME

8418 GREENWOOD DR
$1,450,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

UNDER CONTRACT IN 2 WEEKS

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217
$1,200,000

541 W CEDAR PLACE

UNDER CONTRACT

33 S BOULDER CIRCLE B109
$395,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

NEW PRICECOME VISIT OUR OFFICE

8400 SAWTOOTH LANE, NIWOT
$1,250,000

Phil Booth 303.817.8307

LOWER SOMERSET

6516 COLUMBINE CT, NIWOT
$1,350,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

UNDER CONTRACT

7042 QUIET RETREAT
$1,500,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

GORGEOUS SETTING

SOLD

2000 MITCHELL PL.,
UNIT 8, DENVER

$330,000
Kendra Bajcar 970.571.0525

KAMLA CHOPRA DEBORAH FOWLER ED SPREDER KARLYNN SPREDER KATHLEEN SPANO

MARA YEHL KENDRA BAJCAR BETSY FOLSOM DONNA JENSEN

 Light up someone's day 
(Maybe yours!)

SOLAR GARDEN
Continued from Page 9



To call a snow day or to not 
call a snow day? That is the ques-
tion that plagues St. Vrain Valley 
School District Superintendent 
Don Haddad anytime it snows 
in the district, and the answer 
to that question does not come 
easy for him. 

“If we cancel school, there 
will be many parents and stu-
dents saying “Why are you can-
celing school? It’s easy to get 
there,’ and if you don’t cancel 
school you get many people 
saying ‘Why don’t you cancel 
school?’”

Superintendent Haddad nev-
er makes the decision lightly. 
When the decision does have 
to be made, he attempts to do 
it before 5 a.m. As parents and 
students wait for the message, 
they may be wondering, what 
exactly is Haddad thinking?

The process begins long be-
fore the morning of the snowy 
day. The school district surveys 
the weather forecasts every 
week and confers with their very 
own weather consultant. Hadd-
ad also consults with Brian Lam-
er, the assistant superintendent 
of operations and maintenance 
who oversees transportation, 
snow plows, and facilities. 

If a snow day is still a possi-
bility, but hasn’t yet been called, 
administrators will drive around 
the greater Longmont/Erie/Car-
bon Valley/Mead/Lyons/Niwot 
area and will survey the roads. 
These teams look for an excess 
amount of snow, icy conditions, 
low temperatures that could 
prevent the buses from running, 
or anything that could impact 
the power at the schools. 

Haddad will also call the 
neighboring school districts, 
such as Boulder Valley, Thomp-
son Poudre, Adams 12, etc., to 
see what decision they are going 
to make. He will also call the City 
of  Longmont  and other munic-
ipalities. By doing this, Haddad 

is able to gauge whether the 
city plows will be able clear the 
roads and if other officials be-
lieve the roads are safe enough. 

If all of these factors present 
as problems, Haddad makes the 
decision to call a snow day with 
the operations team, and then 
he calls the communications 
department, where they will 
send out the notice to parents 
and other various media outlets. 

Obviously, this process is very 
involved and takes numerous 
factors into consideration. How-
ever, Haddad stressed, “We make 
our decisions purely on safety.”  

Eric Rauschkolb, the princi-
pal of Niwot High School, said 
that the school receives a “phone 
call very early in the morning.” 
The other administrators notify 
staff and begin to reschedule 
sporting events and other school 
activities. Although there’s no 
financial cost when it comes to 
canceling school, he said not all 
families can easily accommodate 
the last minute change to their 
schedules. 

When the conditions are bad, 
Haddad has the option to cancel 
school all together or to simply 
call a two hour delay. Haddad 
says that “delayed starts can be 
more problematic.” The factors 
that would designate a delayed 
start would be a dramatic im-
provement in the conditions or 

that the snow plows from the 
City of Longmont and the other 
municipalities determine that 
they can clear the roads by then. 
These factors do not usually 
occur and calling a delayed start 
can be more of an issue because 
parents may not be able to drop 
their kids off at the later time. 

The decision to call a snow 
day is not made without careful 
consideration and an ultimate 
result is made with the priority 
being the safety of students and 

their families. As for high school 
students who may be scared of 
driving to school in snowy or icy 
conditions which may exist in 
particular areas of the district, 
“If you and your parent believe 
it’s not safe… you’re totally 
welcome to stay home and your 
absence will be excused without 
any consequences.”

If you have any additional 
questions about the process, feel 
free to contact the superinten-
dent’s office at 303-682-7205.
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Canceling school is snow easy decision

SUMMER CAMP AT BCD 
Day Camp for ages 3–5
Specialty Camps for ages 5–12 
Afternoon Camp for ages 5–8

We have camps that are sure to excite the artist,  
athlete, chef, scientist, musician, and more in your child.

Located in Gunbarrel
bouldercountryday.org/summer
State of Colorado licensed and ACIS accredited

School News

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Superintendent Don Haddad of the 
St. Vrain Valley School District consid-
ers several factors when determining 
whether to cancel school due to 
weather.

By Katie Rowley
Editorial@lhvc.com
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Boulder Country Day 
celebrates the fine arts

   

Aidan Peairs
S T U D E N T - AT H L E T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

March can be a tense time 
of the year for ambitious high 
school students waiting on 
college acceptance letters, 
but so far that hasn’t been 
the case for Niwot’s Aidan 
Peairs. The Rotary Student of 
the Month has already been 
accepted to two of the top 
schools for his intended ma-
jor, so he isn’t exactly hurting 
for attractive options.

“I applied early to Harvard 
and got deferred, and I’m 
waiting for Columbia, Cornell, 
Brown, Tufts, NYU, Johns 
Hopkins and Vanderbilt,” he 
said. “My number one is prob-
ably Harvard or Columbia, 
I keep going back between 
the two. I’m not too stressed 
about it though, because 
CU and Georgia Tech are 
both really good aerospace 
schools, too.”

While he awaits official 
word on his post-graduation 
fate, Peairs is keeping busy 
both in and out of the class-
room. A gifted student, he 
has adopted a hybrid AP/IB 
schedule for his senior year, 
and carries three of each class 
on his Niwot schedule, includ-
ing AP biology and computer 
science and IB French and 
English.

“IB is definitely more writ-
ing focused and free-range,” 
he said of the competing 
college prep curricula. “AP 
is more a traditional class 
set-up, and the exams are 
part-multiple choice and 
part free-response….With 
languages I definitely like 
IB better, which is why I 
stuck with IB English and 

IB French. For sciences, I like 
AP better.”

He is also active in the 
Aeronautics Program at the 
St. Vrain Innovation Center, 
where he is taking a class 
in Unmanned Aircraft Vehi-
cles (UAV) Engineering and 
Design. In that class, which 
Peairs said is his favorite, 
students get hands-on expe-
rience researching, designing 
and constructing experimen-
tal aircraft.

“It’s like an introduction 
to aerospace engineering,” 
he said. “The main goal of 
the right now is to create a 
plane that will fly and carry 
supplies. It’s based on a real 
life idea to carry medical sup-
plies to villages in Uganda. So 
we have to create something 
like that to fulfill the design 

challenge and go through all 
the different stages.”

Peairs also spends much of 
his time outside of the class-
room pursuing his interest in 
aerospace and aircraft, which 
he eventually hopes to turn 
into a career. He is a member 
of Niwot’s Aviation Club and 
the Aeronautics Club at the 
Innovation Center, which he 
described as similar to the 
UAV design class, but “more 
free-range.”

His interest in aircraft 
doesn’t extend much beyond 
models, however. Though in-
trigued by flying planes when 
he was younger, Peairs said 
he now thinks being a pilot 
involves “too much sitting.”

Peairs didn’t get a chance 
to do much sitting while pur-
suing his Eagle Scout rank, 
which he achieved earlier this 
year after earning nearly 30 
badges for accomplishments 
in financial management, 
family life, outdoor pursuits, 
and personal fitness.

For his community service 
project, Peairs directed a 
small group in building two 
xeriscape gardens at the ad-
ministration building for the 
Lefthand Water District, an 
endeavor that taught him as 
much about project manage-
ment as it did caring for the 
environment.

“It was a good opportunity 
to learn how to work with 
different groups of people, 
and how to arrange people 
to get a job done in a timely 
manner.”

Courtesy Photo

Niwot senior Aidan Peairs was recently 
honored at the Niwot Rotary Student of 
the Month. 

By Jocelyn Rowley
Sports@lhvc.com

7980 Niwot Road  -  Niwot, CO 80503
(303) 652-8082

www.bankofestespark.com

FREDERICK D. ROSS
Broker Associate 

303.819.0099
iMPACT Group at Your Castle Real Estate
fross@watershedmarketinggroup.com

Having built a home and raised a family in Somerset 
Estates I am very familiar with the discerning tastes 
of Niwot Buyers and Sellers.

Let’s talk about your home.

Named to WALL STREET JOURNAL’s Top 1,000  
REAL ESTSTE TEAMS in the U.S.

MICHAEL SHURTZ

Great Local References • Fully Insured
mwshurtz@yahoo.com

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
INTERIORS AND EXTERIORS

YEAR ROUND CUSTOM PAINTING

303-910-1674

PAINTING

Photo by Diana Emerson

March 11 to 15 was Fine Arts Week at Boulder Country Day School. Students in kin-
dergarten through eighth grade worked with artists-in-residence in the areas of dance, 
drama, and ceramics. Seventh graders JP Mancin and Bo Howenstein (pictured) are 
working with artist Todd Redmon on a ceramic project. Arts Week is an annual week-
long event that BCD strongly believe improves the quality of the education they provide. 
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March 20 to April 1

S C H E D U L E

"Within 10 minutes of   
 Niwot and Gunbarrel"

Niwot brings back loaded lineup to defend state tennis championship

Niwot head coach Aimee 
Keronen knows that it won’t be 
easy to defend the Class 4A state 
tennis title, but with eight re-
turning starters plus a handful of 
talented newcomers, she knows 
it’s not exactly a longshot, either.

“We’re still in a good posi-
tion,” she said about the upcom-
ing 2019 season. “We definitely 
have some holes we need to 
fill, but the girls are using it for 
motivation. They got that taste of 
winning and want it back.”

Winning is just about all the 
Cougars did last season. Led by 
nationally-ranked Lucy Lu at No. 
1 singles, the Cougars went 11-1 
on the season and then stormed 
through the Class 4A state tour-
nament, ultimately dethroning 
nine-time defending champion 
Cheyenne Mountain to capture 
their first team title in a decade. 
Along the way, Lu and seven 
other Niwot players also picked 
up individual state titles.

Just a sophomore, Lu is back 

at the helm for Niwot again this 
season, and, thanks to a year-
round competition schedule, 
“hasn’t missed a beat,” according 
to Keronen.

“I consider her the player to 
beat again at state,” the coach 
said. “I think most likely it will 
come down to her and Josie 
Schaffer from Kent Denver. In 
fact, I predict right now that will 
be the final.”

Returning to the varsity ros-
ter but in a new role is junior 
Tehnley White at No. 2 singles. 
Last season, she was one-half 
of the top doubles pair, and 
finished fourth overall at state. 
White is new to singles this 
season, but Keronen said her 

“mental toughness” makes up 
for a lack of solo experience.

“She doesn’t really get super 
frustrated or upset with herself. 
She doesn’t fold under pressure, 
and you never count her out in a 
point. I think she’s going to fit in 
that spot really well. She’s going 
to have some tight matches, but 
I think she can handle it.”

Also in a new role is lone 
senior Rachel Drake, the other 
half of last year’s No.1 doubles 
pair. She’s back in the lineup at 
No. 3 singles, where she played 
as a freshman and sophomore.

“I think she’s comfortable 

Photo by Susan Drake

Senior Rachel Drake will help lead the charge for Niwot as they prepare to defend 
their 2018 Class 4A state tennis championship.

By Jocelyn rowley

Sports@lhvc.com

Continued on Page 14

www.porchfronthomes.com 
102 2nd Avenue Niwot 

303-44BUILD 

          Custom Homes and remodels 
 as unique as the people who live in them 
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Ni- wot cheer squad jumps into
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BIGTASTE.
From fine dining to breweries, a tavern, Mexican, Chinese, Italian, pizza, sushi 

and casual lunch options—there’s something for everyone any time of day. 
In Spring and Summer enjoy patio dining, 

live music, events and entertainment…and even parades.

For a small town, we have some big dining options!

niwot.com/taste

[ UNOFFICIALLY]
AWESOME

SMALLTOWN.

And if you need to work up 
an appetite, you should try
our great walking, hiking 
and biking trails![ [

and likes being in that position,” 
Keronen said. “She’s that much 
older and that much more ma-
ture, and I’m expecting a good 
season out of her.”

The coach said she is still 
fine-tuning the doubles pairs, but 
likes what she sees so far out of 
the new top pair of Emily Creek 
and Catherine Xiao, who played 
at No. 4 and No. 3 doubles respec-
tively last year. Keronen said the 
two complement each other well 
and she is excited to see their 
progress over the season.

Keronen is also excited about 
freshmen Anna Sallee and Geor-
gia Lang, the latter of whom is 
the younger sister of former 
Niwot tennis standouts Spencer 
and Harrison Lang. Keronen 
said the ninth graders are both 
“super-competitive,” but also a 
little “weird.” 

“They’re weird in the sense 
that they’re freshman, but you’d 
never guess that they’re fresh-
men. They don’t seem nervous 
and they just go out there and get 
the job done. Normally, I wouldn’t 
put two freshman together, but 
maturity-wise, they’re solid.”

Also returning to the team are 
veterans Lily Sieben and Maedee 
Trank-Greene at No. 2 doubles, 
and Annie Heinritz at No. 4 dou-
bles. She is paired with junior 
Esme O’Rourke, who is new to the 
varsity squad this season.

Lingering winter weather 
has played havoc with Niwot’s 
schedule in the first weeks of 
the spring season, but the team 
has had success in early matches 
against Valor Christian (5-2) and 
Monarch (5-2). Northern League 
matches begin after spring break, 
but the Cougars will also get a 
chance to see some formidable 
non-conference foes in Cherry 
Creek and Kent Denver in April.

In the end, Keronen stopped 
short of guaranteeing the Cou-
gars would win the title for a 
second straight year in 2019, but 
she makes a very convincing case 
that they could.

“I would not count us out,” 
Keronen said. “It’s going to be a 
lot of work, and a lot of things are 
going to have to fall into place, 
but I would say we’re definitely 
a team to contend with.”

TENNIS
Continued from Page 13
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Dr. Stacy Goresko is a Certified 
Autism Consultant, Best Selling 
author with 17+ years of expe-
rience working with families 
and individuals with autism 
and/or related developmental 
challenges. 
Expertise in social relation-
ships and behavior. Call for a 
free initial phone session. 720-
290-2707, www.TheSocialDiet.
com, Stacy@TheSocialDiet.com

AUTISM/ADHD 
SERVICES

C l a s s i f i e d s

The Left Hand Valley Courier is looking for  route & substitute 
carriers to deliver the Courier door-to-door. Candidates must be 
self-starters with transportation, available on a moment’s notice and 
pay attention to No Delivery details.  If you are interested in filling 
in, please email editorial@lhvc.com. 

ROUTE & SUBSTITUTE CARRIERS

DOG WALKING, SITTING AND TRAINING

Animals are my passion. Dogs really are man’s best friend. Please call if I can help you out. Your pet will 
be loved, cared for and fit. Longtime resident of Niwot. Stacy Goresko, Ph.D.  720-290-2707

High-quality, custom tile work, repairs, remodels, new installations.  Local, dependable and insured.  
Free estimates.  Josh Thompson - Thompson Tileworks.  303-877-7526

TILE WORK

Classified Ads - Business or Personal
The Left Hand Valley Couri-

er Classifieds ads - $21 flat rate, 
8 lines (6 words per line).

Send a check with your ad, name and 
phone number to the Left Hand Valley 
Courier, P.O. Box 652, Niwot, CO 80544.

Contact advertising@lhvc.
com with questions.

The deadline for the ad is the Thurs-
day prior to next week’s publication.

HOUSEKEEPING

Marilyn’s House Cleaning 14 years experience, excellent references 
available. I currently clean for 10 Niwot, Boulder and Gunbarrel homes. 
One person cleaner. Detailing is my specialty.
720-810-2036

MICHAEL SHURTZ
PAINTING:

Residential & Commercial
Interiors & Exteriors

GREAT Local References
*Fully Insured*

mwshurtz@yahoo.com
303-910-1674

PAINTING
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GARDEN RENOVATIONS
LANDSCAPING

A full-service design and build 
company in Boulder Country 
for 28 years doing plantings, 
irrigation, patios, walls, walk-
ways, etc.
Call/text Joe @ 720.243.1520; 
Email: joe.reichert@jmtown.
org; 
Website: gardenrenovations.
pro

Local references

LANDSCAPING

Boulder County’s Finest European Auto 
Specialists for 34 Years!

Quality Sales, Service & Parts Since 1984

MERCEDES BENZ • AUDI • BMW • PORSCHE • VOLVO
MINI COOPER • VW • LAND ROVER • JAGUAR

Locally owned
and operated! www.gunbarrelmotors.comOff the Boulder / Longmont Diagonal

303.652.3040283 2nd Ave., Niwot

www.lhvc.com
EDITORIAL@LHVC.COM

• Aeration & Fertilization • Complete Lawn Care • Fall & Spring 
Cleanup • Full Landscaping Services • Rock • Mulch • Flagstone Work 

• Tree & Shrub Planting • Shrub Trimming/Shaping • Tree Removal  
• Hauling • Boulder Placement • Cedar & Vinyl Fencing

303-776-7632
Highly Reliable & Personal • Commercial, Residential & HOA • Fully Insured Professionals
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Niwot track weathers more last minute changes

NOW OPEN
OPEN DAILY - 8:00 - 2:30

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

For a second straight week, the Niwot track and field team found itself without a weekend venue after weather and field condi-
tions forced a last minute cancellation, this time of the Windsor Invitational on March 16. Fortunately, the Cougars were able to 
find more than a dozen other teams in a similar predicament, and a local school in Longmont willing to play host, resulting in the 
NoCo Qualifier #1.

Niwot won the team title on both the boys’ and girls’ sides handily, with Emrick Wells and Taylor James once again the Cougars’ 
top performers. In the boys 4x800 relay, junior Ben Klingbeil anchored Niwot’s team, which took third overall in the event, with 
a time of 8:59.23.

NIWOT STUMBLES AT MEAD

Courtesy Photo

Niwot junior Lauren Cranny (3) couldn’t stop in time to avoid a collision with Mead 
goalie Brea Encinas during their game on March 15. Niwot eventually fell to the 
Mavericks 4-0, and dropped to 0-3 on the season. 




