
Pastor Walter “Skip” Strick-
land has known what his call-
ing was since he was a high 
school junior in Tacoma, Wash. 
Strickland, the new pastor at 
Niwot United Methodist Church 
(NUMC), was very active in 
youth ministry and served as 
the conference youth president 
for the Conference Council of 
Youth Ministry for Washington 
and northern Idaho.

It was this drive that brought 
him to Colorado in 1977 after 
he obtained a degree in urban 
planning from the University 
of Puget Sound. Strickland en-
rolled  at the Iliff School of Theol-
ogy in Denver and was ordained 
by the United Methodist Church 
soon after graduation. He’s been 
in Colorado ever since and is a 
member of the Mountain Sky 

Conference of the United Meth-
odist Church.

Prior to coming to NUMC, 
Strickland served as District 
Superintendent for the area 
encompassing Niwot, and was 
previously the full-time pastor 
at Mountain View United Meth-
odist Church in Boulder. 

Strickland retired a year ago 
after serving as an ordained 
pastor for 40 years. “But when 
there’s a need,” he said, “the 
bishop … often call(s) to see if 
we can fill in for a period of time, 
until they can appoint the next 
full-time pastor.” 

Strickland is familiar with the 
area and lives in the south Long-
mont Creekside subdivision. He 
is appointed as an interim pastor 
at NUMC through June 2020. 
Rev. Laura Hehner, the previous 
NUMC pastor, is on medical 
leave and doing well, according 
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A blast from the past 

BOY SCOUTS
It’s been a 
busy year 
for Troop 161
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Lookout Alliance presents effects of oil & gas production

In February, Colorado State 
University played host to the 
Medical Symposium on Health 
Effects of Oil & Gas Devel-
opment in Colorado, which 

featured multiple speakers in 
the scientific, legal and health 
communities. On Sunday, Aug. 
18, The Lookout Alliance, In 
partnership with the Colorado 
branch of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility (PSR), showed 
video recordings of the sym-

posium at the Boulder County 
Public Library. 

Presenters included Dr. Beth 
Ewaskowitz and Dr. Detlev 
Helmig. Last month, Helmig 
gave an in-depth presentation 
at The Left Hand Grange in 
Niwot on the impact that oil 
and gas production has on 
Boulder County’s air quality. 
His findings explained the 
myriad negative aspects that 
fracking in Weld County has, 
even across county lines. 

Ewaskowitz’s presentation 
focused on Volatile Organic 
Compound (VOC) testing 
and sought to analyze health 
impacts while investigating 
the credibility of VOC blood 
testing offered by Genova Di-
agnostics. 

Ewaskowitz, who has a PhD 
in pharmacology, lives in Erie, 
with her family, but recently 

sought to move further away 
from fracking operations. She 
believed that Boulder County’s 
five-year moratorium would 
prevent fracking operations 
from encroaching across the 
county line and found a new 
construction home not far from 
her previous residence. 

After purchasing the home, 
she found out that her son’s 
school in Erie was very close 
to a fracking site. Ewaskowitz 
was deeply disturbed by the 
proximity of the well but, be-
fore making any big decisions, 
decided to do a scientific inves-
tigation of her own. 

Ewaskowitz began to re-
search oil and gas development 
and decided to order a blood 
test on her son before the 
drilling of the Erie well took 
place. She expected his VOC 
levels to be low or zero prior to 

the start of this project. Ewas-
kowitz planned to order VOC 
compound blood test after the 
drilling was underway, and 
compare the findings, but, as 
this scientist and mother so 
candidly puts it, “The prob-
lem that we ran into was that 
I didn’t know what I didn’t 
know.”

Ewaskowitz was shocked to 
see the results of the first test, 
indicating that her son’s levels 
of VOC compounds were in 
the 80th percentile for benzene 
and ethylbenzene. Ewaskowitz 
now had a new objective - to 
figure out the source of her 
son’s high VOC levels.

After meticulous research, 
she discovered that high VOC 
levels in the blood can be gen-
erated by new construction, 
indoor air quality, proximity 

By Abigail Scott

Editorial@lhvc.com
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New NUMC pastor takes community to heart

Photo by Mary Wolbach Lopert

Pastor Walter “Skip” Strickland stands 
beside a banner made by Mrs. Lois 
Sampson, who was both his first grade 
elementary school teacher and his first 
grade Sunday school teacher. Mrs. Samp-
son gave Strickland the banner when he 
was ordained as a pastor and an elder in 
the United Methodist Church. He always 
hangs the banner in his office, no matter 
where that office is.

By Mary Wolbach Lopert
Editorial@lhvc.com

Photo by Joe Brown

Longtime Niwot High Football Coach Paul “Tiny” Koehler (left) was a surprise visitor 
to the Niwot High Media Day Aug. 17. Koehler visited with current head coach 
Jeremy Lanter following the team’s first full-pads practice, which was followed by 
a barbeque and silent auction, as well as a water balloon fight among players, 
parents and fans. For more coverage of the 2019 Niwot Cougars football team, see 
page 13.Continued on Page 9

Photo by Abby Scott

At a recent presentation sponsored by the Lookout Alliance, Dr. Beth Ewaskowitz 
argued that fracking sites like the one pictured here can emit harmful compounds.



FREE MOVIE NIGHT 
AT LEFTY’S

Come join friends and neigh-
bors at Lefty’s Pizza (364 2nd 
Ave, Niwot) on Wednesday, 
Aug. 21 for a free showing of 
Ferris Buhler’s Day Off on the 
big screen out back. The show 
starts at 8-ish (depending on 
how dark it is), and chairs are 
provided. This event is free and 
open to the community.

ROCK & RAILS 
Niwot’s summer concert 

series, Rock & Rails, continues 
its 14th season on Thursday, 
Aug. 22, at Whistle Stop Park. 
Jenn Cleary will take the stage 
around 5 p.m, followed by head-
liner Zimbira. The Mweba-

za Foundation and Boy Scout 
Troop 161  will receive donations 
from the tip jars for the evening. 
The Thursday night concerts are 
free and open to the public. 

DANCING UNDER 
THE STARS 

Dancing Under the Stars 
continues in Niwot on Friday, 
Aug. 23, at 7 p.m. in Cottonwood 
Square (7980 Niwot Road). Join 
fellow dancing enthusiasts for 
a free 45-minute swing dance 
lesson, followed by dancing 
until 9:30 or 10 p.m. The free 
community event continues on 
Friday nights through August, 
alternating salsa and swing 
dancing. Sponsors are Niwot 

Business Association, Cotton-
wood Square, Niwot Tavern, 
Porchfront Homes, DRF Real 
Estate, and Catherine McHale 
Marketing.

YESTERYEAR 
FARM SHOW

The 2019 Yesteryear Farm 
Show will be held on Aug. 23-
25  from  9:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Dougherty Museum (8306 N 
107th St, Longmont). Admission 
to the outdoor show and exhib-
its is free; food and beverages 
are available for purchase. The 
Slepicka family of Niwot will 
have a dozen of their vintage 
vehicles on display, including 
a newly restored 1936 Case CC.

REMEMBER IN 
SEPTEMBER FESTIVAL
The third annual RISE Mu-

sic & Art Festival benefiting 
The J.A.R.E.D. Foundation 
will be held on Saturday, Sept. 
7 from 12pm - 7:30pm at the 
Boulder County Fairgrounds 
(9595 Nelson St., Longmont). 
There will be two music stag-
es, local artisans, food trucks, 
petting zoo, 300 Suns Brew-
ing beer tent and more. The 
J.A.R.E.D. Foundation is a Col-
orado non-profit that provides 
music lessons and scholarships 
to students in need. For more 
information, call 720.375.2870 
or email surinder@educat-
eDrummers.org.

GREEK 
FESTIVAL

The third annual Remember 
in September Music & Art Fes-
tival benefiting The J.A.R.E.D. 
Foundation will be held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 7, from 12 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m. at the southwest pavilion of 
the Boulder County Fairgrounds 
(9595 Nelson St., Longmont). 
There will be two music stages, 
local artisans, food trucks, 300 
Suns Brewing beer tent and 
more. The J.A.R.E.D. Foundation 
is a Colorado non-profit that pro-
vides music lesson scholarships 
to students in need. Volunteers 
are needed to help with the 
event. For more information, call 
720-375-2870 or email surinder@
EducateDrummers.org.
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COMMUNITY PET SPOTLIGHT

Niwotians Rooney, Katie and Looby live with owners 
Mona Lilien and Bob Olsen. Rooney loves her toys, 
walks, and swimming, Katie loves walks and cookies, 
and Looby likes to sit on things

We look forward to seeing your pets in our spotlight. Please email your 
photos and captions Editorial@lhvc.com

For quite some time, the 
little town of Niwot has been 
unsettled. Just wanted to ac-
knowledge some folks that 
have been doing the right 
thing and keeping our town 
as it should be, a community. 
Michael and Patty at Old Oak 
Coffee have created such a 
special atmosphere in their 
shop. You walk in and you 
feel you are at home. Music 
is in everyone’s soul and it’s 
great that they have music on 
the weekends. 

Bruce Rabeler - thank you 
for bringing the Songwriter’s 
in the Round to the Old Oak! 
Always such a pleasant crowd 
that gathers and everyone en-
joys listening to the artists tell 
their stories. You get absorbed 
in that, and for awhile, people 
can forget about everything 
that is going on in their world 
and the world in general. Our 
newest addition to Niwot, 
Willowdale, a non-profit put 
together by Andy Mann and 

Nick Dunbar. What a great 
turnout for their first event 
held at the Grange on Au-
gust 9th. Keep an eye out for 
monthly events that they will 
be hosting. Thanks to all the 
businesses that host First Fri-
days as well. The magic and 
charm that Niwot is known 
for is coming back. Thanks to 
everyone that is making that 
happen. 

Cindi Kelly, Niwot
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LEFT HAND LAUREL

Editor’s Note: Due to a pro-
duction error, an incomplete 
version of this article appeared 
in our August 14 print edition. 
The full article appears here. 

Gunbarrel’s Emily Sewell, 
this month’s Left Hand Laurel, 
is a round-the-clock mother, 
with a full-time career. For the 
last eight years, she’s also given 
her time to Voices for Children 
as a Court Appointed Special 
Advocate (CASA), transform-

ing the lives of abused and 
neglected children in Boulder 
County.

Program Director Dana 
Walters said, “Emily has qui-
etly worked to help victims of 
child abuse and neglect recover 
from trauma. She never seeks 
recognition and she doesn’t 
require much direction, but 
she’s always been one of our 
most effective advocates. Other 
volunteers love working with 
her and staff depend on her. “

Boulder County’s Voices 
for Children program was 
established in 1985 by mem-
bers of the Junior League of 
Denver following the launch 
of a national CASA program. 
It’s eye-opening to know that 
more than 1700 Boulder Coun-
ty children experience neglect 
or abuse annually. It’s legally 
mandated that every child 
found to be a victim must be 
assigned a CASA to advocate 
for the child’s best interests.

Sewell and her husband 
Andrew are native Texans and 
met in junior high. Andrew, a 
graduate of CU Boulder, went 

back to Texas to get his degree 
in dentistry. Emily earned her 
undergraduate and master’s 
degrees in anthropology from 
Vanderbilt University in Nash-
ville, TN. The couple would 
often take camping trips to Col-
orado and in 2001 they decided 
to make Gunbarrel their home.
Their ten-year old daughter, 
Eleanor, is a fifth-grader at 
Boulder Country Day.

Sewell is the Chief Financial 
Officer for Bull Publishing in 
Boulder, a health and nutrition 
publishing house primarily 
focused on chronic disease and 
self-management.

Her positive experiences 
working with children on liter-
acy through the Junior League 
of Dallas fueled Sewell’s desire 
to continue volunteering. The 
CASA program was exactly 
what she wanted - to work with 
one child or family of children 
at a time and have a positive 
impact on their lives.

Having the responsibility 
of advocating for children can 
seem daunting at first, but 
Sewell said VFC is successful 

because CASAs go through a 
comprehensive training pro-
gram and have a solid expert 
support system.

“It was probably the best 
training I’ve ever done for life 
in general,” Sewell said. ”It 
teaches you how to talk with 
people and work through 
issues. “

Neglect is the most predom-
inant issue with the children in 
the program and many have 
parents with mental health 
and/or substance abuse is-
sues. Some children have been 
abused physically or sexually, 
and some have parents who 
have committed crimes. Those 
problems may also be com-
pounded by poverty. 

CASA volunteers get to 
know their assigned children 
and then make recommenda-
tions about what they need to 
succeed, whether it’s finding 
the right living situation, ther-
apist or educational support.

Time together can take 
many forms – visitations with 

Photo by Eleanor Sewell

This month’s Left Hand Laurel goes to Gunbarrel resident Emily Sewell for her volunteer 
work with Voices for Children, an organization dedicated to improving the lives of children 
who are victims of abuse and neglect in Boulder County. 

Continued on Page 6

By Vicky Dorvee

Editorial@lhvc.com

Emily Sewell



to highways, gas stations or 
industrial projects. She or-
dered an indoor air quality 

test of her home and elimi-
nated this option based upon 
the results. Her home was 10 
miles from I-25 and her son 
was not often around gas sta-
tions and their pumps. When 
she began to look at fracking 
as an option, Ewaskowitz 

discovered that her son lives 
and plays within a one-mile 
radius of 158 wells, of which 
72 are active. 

With these results and 
information in hand, Ewas-
kowitz testified at a Colorado 
Oil and Gas Conservation 

Commission meeting in Den-
ver on April 30, 2018. She 
presented the results from 
the VOC compound test and 
waited for a response. 

Eventually, the Colorado 
Department of Public Health 
disputed certain aspects of 

the test, namely the treat-
ment method, or lack thereof, 
for the rubber stopper that 
capped the test tube. “As we 
continued to talk for several 
days, they took issue with the 
diagnostic method that was 
used by Genova Diagnostics. 
At first, I felt that they were 
trying to poke holes in this, to 
find some way to explain it to 
make it go away, discard it.” 

Ewaskowitz  knew she 
needed to look into the CD-
PHE’s concerns by compar-
ing the methods from the 
CDC and Genova Diagnos-
tics. She found that the CDC 
methods for VOC testing and 
the Genova Diagnostic test-
ing differed in a few distinct 
ways, including in the way 
they treat the rubber test tube 
stoppers. “They (the CDC) 
feel that the rubber stopper 
in this vacuum tube has the 
potential to off-gas, to an 
extent that they feel that 
there is a need for a special 
cleaning method...that’s able 
to prevent some of that con-
tamination.” 

She spoke with multiple 
scientists unaffiliated with 
the CDC and Genova Di-
agnostics that also perform 
VOC testing and was told 
that the rubber stopper was 
not an issue. But the CD-
PHE refused to accept her 
rebuttal. 

But there may be a silver 
lining. Ewaskowitz has un-
covered a possible solution. 
t may be possible for the 
CDPHE to request use of the 
CDC labs to conduct tests 
that follow up on environ-
mental concerns. Ewaskowitz 
explained that if the CDPHE 
does ever decide to move 
forward with this process, 
it would most likely test a 
subset of people. “As for my 
family, we’re not looking 
at moving right now, until 
this is better understood,” 
she said.  “And I’ve been 
asked that before, ‘Will you 
move?’ but here’s my ques-
tion, where?” 

For more information on 
The Lookout Alliance, in-
cluding upcoming presen-
tations, visit their Facebook 
page, https://www.facebook.
com/lookoutallianceboulder.  
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Avid hiker Leslie Madsen 
used to march along to get to 
the top of a mountain and back 
down, treating it like a task to 
be completed. But retirement 
brought a more leisurely pace 
to her treks, allowing her to be 
in the moment and observant 
of her surroundings. That’s 
when she fell madly in love 
with the splendor of flora in 
the high country and wanted 
to bring it home with her by 
way of photos. 

Madsen’s talent for captur-

ing the beauty of wildflowers is 
on display at Niwot’s Inkberry 
Books in Cottonwood Square 
Shopping Center where she is 
August’s featured artist. 

“I play tennis and snowshoe 
and guide for SkiMeisters, a 
private ski club, and swim and 
bike, but my happy time of 
the year is summer hiking for 
flowers,” Madsen said.  

A lot of those flowers are 
now Madsen’s old friends. 
When she meets a new one, she 
researches it to become better 
acquainted, and if she learns 
of a wildflower she hasn’t seen, 
she’s likely to go traipsing 
off to see it in person. In fact, 

traveling to faraway places 
in search of wildflowers has 
become her passion.  

In this, her first-ever exhibit, 
there are close ups of the car-
nivorous Alpine Butterwort 
in Slovenia and the Snow Ev-
erlasting Daisy from her trip 
to Tasmania, along with land-
scapes from around the globe. 
A recent tour of Mont Blanc 
helped to satiate her floral 
hunger for a bit, and resulted 
in weeks of identifying new 
wildflower varieties.

But for that month-and-a-
half when the Colorado high 
altitude becomes an explosion 
of blooms, you’ll find Madsen 
heading up to Indian Peaks or 
James Peak Wilderness area 
early in the morning, either on 
her own or with a few friends, 
in search of flowers until night 
falls. Environmental changes 
like beetle kill and climate 
change have altered habi-
tats and that means Madsen’s 
searches take her higher and 
higher in the mountains. 

“These flowers are tenacious 
and you have to be tenacious 
yourself to find them,” Madsen 
said. “And depending on the 
flower, whether it’s an orchid 
or a high alpine flower, it can 
take them anywhere from a 
few years to a decade to store 
enough energy to bloom. The 
more you research it, the more 

you understand what it takes 
for them to bloom and sur-
vive.” 

Spoken by the ultimate 
flower enthusiast, the devotion 
to her art form is evident in the 
photos she takes as they impart 
the reverence and gratitude she 
feels for each flower’s beauty. 

Each of Madsen’s dozens 
of framed photos on display 
(from $75-$200) is accompa-
nied by the name of the flower 
variety and where it was pho-
tographed. Mostly self-taught 
with some photographic work-
shops under her belt, the iP-
hone 10 with add-on lenses has 
become her go-to camera.

“Wildflowers are gorgeous, 
they’re colorful, they’re expres-
sive, they have personalities,” 
she said, “like the Yellow La-
dy’s Slippers. This is a very 
tiny two-inch flower and they 
fool the bees into coming into 
the pouch thinking that there’s 
going to be nectar. These are 
smart little plants.”

Ten years into her hobby, 

Madsen has become a natural-
ist and an educator, stopping 
to talk with others on the trail 
to point out unique plants 
they may not notice, like the 
toxic Elegant Death Camas. 
This summer she’s making it a 
point to find the Pygmy Wood 
Nymph and she’s risen to the 
top of a two-year waiting list 
for an orchid hunt in Mada-
gascar.

Another fascinating part of 
Madsen’s life is a volunteer gig 
she’s had for ten years with the 
nonprofit Audio Information 
Network of Colorado (AINC), 
where she records readings of 
magazines and newspapers 
for the blind and visually im-
paired. The Left Hand Valley 
Courier is one of the weekly 
papers she reads for her re-
cording of the Boulder County 
News show, so while she’s not 
a resident of the area, she is 
very much in the know. 

AINC is based in Boulder 
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Inkberry Books’ exhibit focuses on wildflowers

Courtesy photo

Nature photographer, Leslie Madsen is August’s featured artist at Inkberry Books in Cottonwood 
Square Shopping Center in Niwot. 

By Vicky Dorvee

Editorial@lhvc.com

Continued on Page 6

www.ColoradoInjuryLaw.com
Longmont Office 

720-494-0444
Denver Office 
303-355-7202

Free case evaluation!
Jessica “Jess” Cash, Partner
Lead attorney in Longmont

and resident of Boulder County

MICHAEL SHURTZ

Great Local References • Fully Insured
mwshurtz@yahoo.com

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
INTERIORS AND EXTERIORS

YEAR ROUND CUSTOM PAINTING

303-910-1674

PAINTING

KAMLA CHOPRA GRI,ABR
Broker Associate | REALTOR

136 2nd Ave, PO Box 814
Niwot, CO 80544

Buying OR Selling, Call me for ALL your Real Estate Needs
303 641 5428

®

“I take commitments to clients very seriously, and that is why many Boulder County 
families have trusted me to find them the perfect environment for them to call home.”

Professional Service With 
Personal Touch
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BEAUTIFUL SETTING

$1,599,000
8955 LITTLE RAVEN TR. NIWOT

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

9002 COMANCHE RD, NIWOT
$825,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

JUST LISTED

Karlynn Spreder 303.517.0026
$470,000

1638 CEDARWOOD DR, LONGMONT

WORKED W/BUYER

 7180 LONGVIEW DR.
$999,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

FABULOUS NEW PRICE

17804 W 53RD GOLDEN
$1,242,000

Mara Yehl 303.579.6879

REPRESENTED THE BUYER

Kamla Chopra 303.641.5428
$620,000

900 ELDORADO LN, LOUISVILLE

NEW PRICE

7988 JAMES CT, NIWOT
$799,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

JUST SOLD

4535 PALMER COURT, LONGMONT
$849,000

Karlynn Spreder 303.517.0026

UNDER CONTRACT

8400 SAWTOOTH LANE, NIWOT
$1,100,000

Phil Booth 303.817.8307

UNDER CONTRACT

833 DAWN AVE, ERIE
$539,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

UNDER CONTRACT IN 6 DAYS

7147 OVERBROOK, NIWOT
$799,000

Deborah Read Fowler 720.378.1217

NEW PRICE

OPEN HOUSE

4655 ASHFIELD DRIVE, BOULDER
$539,000 

Karlynn Spreder 303.517.0026

KAMLA CHOPRA

DONNA JENSENMAYOURA
PHANNADETH

DEBORAH FOWLER ED SPREDER KARLYNN SPREDER KATHLEEN SPANO BONNIE BEAM

MARA YEHL BETSY FOLSOM SHANNON ANDREWS
PALO

ED WEAVER

Sewell is very matter of fact 
in explaining why she does 
this work. It’s because children 
need to be heard and cared 
for and, as she says, “Why 
wouldn’t I help a kid who 
needs that?”

“With my current case, the 
child has made huge strides 

in his own abilities to interact 
normally in the world and be 
a thoughtful person,” Sewell 
said. “It can take a lot of ther-
apy and a lot of work to get 
a kid on track. That’s when I 
think, ‘You’re going to be able 
to go out and have a good life 
because you’ve learned these 

skills.’”
Between cases, Sewell is a 

peer coordinator overseeing 
four or five other CASAs, 
interfacing with her fellow 
volunteers and reviewing their 
case logs.

“CASA volunteers like Em-
ily help build a stronger com-
munity in Boulder County by 
advocating for the needs of 
our most vulnerable children,” 
Walters said. “The work they 
do helps young people who 
have been abandoned by their 
parents to build healthy and 

productive lives and prevent 
bad outcomes like youth home-
lessness, truancy, unemploy-
ment, and addiction.  Emily is 
a leader in this work and we are 
so pleased to be able to honor 
her work as a Court Appointed 
Special Advocate.”

To learn more about Voices for 
Children and becoming a CASA, 
visit: www.vfccasa.org. The next 
volunteer training sessions begin 
in October. Voices for Children’s 
annual Night of Hope fundraising 
gala is Thursday, Sept. 5, at Oskar 
Blues Brewery, Longmont.

LHL
Continued from Page 3

siblings or parents, going 
to a playground or sharing a 
meal. Sewell devotes 
about eight to ten hours a 
month to the children she 
works with.

and is a free service – www.
AINColorado.org. The organi-
zation provides 24/7 program-
ming that’s downloadable 
covering hundreds of publica-
tions. Boulder County News, 

which includes the Courier, is 
aired on Fridays at 7 a.m. and is 
also available via podcast and 
streaming. 

Madsen’s photography ex-
hibit will be on display through 
the end of August. Visit www.
InkberryBooks.com for store 
hours. 

LESLIE MADSEN
Continued from Page 5

taddikentree.com 303.554.7035

You know me, I think there
ought to be a big old tree right
there. And let’s give him a friend.
Everybody needs a friend.
Bob Ross
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833 Dawn Ave, Erie

$539,000

Sold at List Price

JUST SOLD!

Deborah Read Fowler, GRI, CLHMS, CRS
DEBORAH@COLORADOLANDMARK.COM
720.378.1217

SEE MORE ABOUT OUR CURRENT LISTINGS, UPCOMING 

EVENTS & OPEN HOUSES AT DRFTEAM.COM

 2614 Roslyn St, Denver
Represented Buyers

$406,000

2337 Spotswood St, Longmont

$524,000

Represented Buyers

$580,990

5002 Maxwell Ave, Longmont
Represented Buyers

0

3
0

Properties
Sold

0

152
0

Under
Contract

0

3
1

Average Days
on Market

Active
Properties

Price
Range

0 - $500K

$1M - $2M
1 75

0

14
3

9 2$500K - $1M

$2M+
4 - 626

JULY 2019 STATS FOR NIWOT

Tom and Lynne McNamara, July 2019

We were extremely pleased with Deb and her team. The 
service was professional, e�icient, and high quality at all 

times. Her real estate expertise combined with her extensive 
knowledge of local service providers greatly facilitated the 

sale of one property and the purchase of another 
simultaneously. She’s the best agent we’ve ever had!

What Deborah’s clients are saying

KIDS AWAY, TIME TO PLAY!
7988 James Ct, Niwot

$799,000

Sold at List Price

7122 Elm Street, Niwot
Under Contract in 9 days!

$1.43M

(OR HOUSE SHOP)

SATURDAY 8/24, 11AM-1PM

7180 Longview Drive, Niwot

TOUR ALL THREE  HOMES FOR A FREE BOTTLE OF W
INE

7147 Overbrook Drive, Niwot

8955 Little Raven Trail, Niwot

Back to School
TOUR OF HOMES
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School News

www.porchfronthomes.com 
102 2nd Avenue Niwot 

303-44BUILD

          Custom Homes and remodels 
 as unique as the people who live in them 

Named to WALL STREET JOURNAL's
Top 1,000 REAL ESTATE TEAMS in the U.S.

estate

Projects take wing across Niwot thanks to Eagle Scouts 

Niwot’s Left Hand Grange 
No. 9 (195 2nd Ave.) has been 
a community gathering spot 
for more than seven decades, 
and now it’s just a little more 
welcoming, thanks to Brandon 
Hult and the Boy Scouts of 
Niwot Troop 161. Earlier this 
month, the Eagle Scout candi-

date oversaw the construction 
of an outdoor seating area in the 
rear yard, so patrons will be able 
to enjoy the hall’s many charms 
from a sunnier (or starrier) van-
tage point. 

“Members of the grange 
just wanted this area cleaned 
up a little bit, so we talked, and 
then came up with the idea of a 
flagstone patio and picnic table,” 
the Niwot High junior said. “The 

grange had a couple of projects 
in mind for Eagle projects, and 
I was the first one to talk about 
this one with them.”

Completing a large-scale 
service project is one of the last 
hurdles Hult has to clear before 
earning BSA’s highest honor, 
the Eagle Scout Award. To ful-
fill the requirement, the scout 
has to lead each phase of the 
undertaking and it must benefit 
an organization other than the 
BSA. For Hult, this meant not 
just planning and designing the 
10’ x 10’ patio, but also sched-
uling, procuring materials, and 
recruiting a reliable team of 
volunteers. Fortunately, he had 
one at the ready, made up of his 
fellow Troop 161 members.

Hult also had to earn at least 
21 merit badges as he made 
his way up the rankings. As a 
final step before earning the 
Eagle Rank, he will have to 
undergo a BSA board review, a 
process that sounds a bit like 

defending a doctoral thesis. “I 
have to go in front of five or six 
people, and they’ll question me 
and go through all my scouting 
skills and what I’ve learned.”  

Hult will receive the award in 
a formal ceremony next spring, 
where he will be in good compa-
ny. The older Niwot scouts have 
been hard at work in 2019, and 
the 2020 convocation of Eagles 
will be bursting at the seams.

Spring was especially busy 
for Troop 161. In March, Niwot 
junior Evan Law led an effort to 
spruce up the Grange kitchen, 
with the installation of new 
beadboard and a fresh coat 
of paint. Each troop member 
who assisted with this project 
inscribed his name behind the 
board, hoping to leave a curious 
find for a future remodeler.

In April, Niwot junior Jesse 
Horn worked with The Inn 
Between of Longmont to build 
raised garden beds to use for 
growing vegetables. The Inn 
provides transitional housing 
and support services to aid 
homeless individuals and fami-
lies, and the gardens are an im-
portant addition to those efforts. 
Horn was even able to provide 
starter plants to the residents, 
courtesy of Growing Gardens.

Niwot sophomore Raaghav 
Agarwal completed his Ea-
gle project on May 11. A pi-
lot-in-training, Agarwal planned 
the repair, replacement and 

painting of the red and white 
“dog houses” used as navigation 
aids at the Longmont Airport. 

Then, in June, Ben Jones and 
the troop repaired the batting 
cage and painted the storage 
shed at Niwot Youth Sports’ Biff 
Warren Baseball Complex. On 
Aug. 24, Silver Creek junior Cade 
Weihe will lead a team in fabri-
cating hammocks from used fire 
hoses for the inhabitants of The 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

“We’ve been a particularly 
strong class,” Hult said of the 
Troop 161’s numerous Eagle 
Scout candidates. “We’re all pret-
ty close, and we’ve all advanced 
at the same rate, and right now 
we’ve been getting our Eagle 
projects done around the same 
time, which is awesome. We’re 
hoping we can get as many 
Eagles out of the younger gen-
erations coming up as we have 
right now.”

In addition to supporting Ea-
gle projects, troop members have 
also been busy this year assisting 
other community organizations 
and events, including the TLC 
Learning Center and the Niwot 
Community Association.

Niwot Boy Scout Troop 161 
is slated to receive the proceeds 
from the Rock & Rails tip jars on 
Thursday, Aug. 22. Funds raised 
there will help the troop offset 
costs related to scout camp, 
campground registration fees, 
and Court of Honor expenses. 

Special to the Courier

Photo by Greg Hult

For his Eagle project, Niwot junior Brandon Hult oversaw a two-day build of an outdoor 
seating area for Left Hand Grange No. 9. 
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to Strickland, but will not 
return to Niwot when her 
leave ends.

Strickland chuckled that 
the church is known as the 
Niwot United Methodist 
Church on Lookout Road, in 
Gunbarrel, with a Longmont 
zip code. But he added that 
the joke was indicative of 
the church’s history because 
it started on what is now the 
west side of Highway 119, 
then moved into the town 
of Niwot. In the late 1960s, 
when subdivisions were be-
ing established in Gunbarrel, 
the church moved to it cur-
rent location.

One reason Strickland is 
excited to be at NUMC is 
because it is celebrating its 
150-year anniversary next 
spring. He’s looking forward 
to celebrating the church’s 
rich history. “It also allows 
the church to look at its min-
istry now.” He’s looking at 
how the church can reaffirm 
its mission and vision and 
what steps are necessary to 
achieve those goals. 

“First of all, we have a 
real variety of perspectives 
and views, so we celebrate 
that. But at the same time 
we want to be an open and 
inclusive church. Our goal 
right now is to be an open 
church, a friendly church, 
a church where people can 
experience community and 
can feel value for who they 
are and for whom God has 
made them to be.”

He added,  “That  in  a 
world that seems to value 
polarization, we are a church 
that is working towards uni-
fication.” 

He also plans to continue 
the church’s long-standing 
efforts in community out-
reach. “We’re trying to focus 
on helping different non-
profit agencies in the area.” 
These nonprofits include 
Attention Homes in Boulder, 
which was the beneficiary of 
this year’s Soup, Soup and 
More fundraiser, the Boulder 
homeless shelter and several 
international projects. 

Going back to his under-

graduate days, Strickland 
has always been involved in 
“community,” serving as an 
assistant football coach at 
Pagosa Springs when he was 
a pastor there, and currently 
playing mandolin in a local 
bluegrass group. 

One of the Niwot church’s 
slogans is, “Embrace the com-
munity and transform the 
world.” “The congregation 
takes that seriously and I do 
too….” he said. “This church 
is really active in trying to 
make sure its community is 

strong and cared for.”
For Strickland, a strong 

church helps make a strong 
community, “where people 
are cared for, their rights are 
respected. It becomes a more 
healthy community.”

That’s something from 

which everyone can benefit. 
The Niwot United Meth-

odist Church is located in 
Gunbarrel at 745 Lookout 
Road. For more information 
call 303-530-0241.

Founders: Niwot Business Local Improvement District; Bank of the West; Wise Buys Antiques; Niwot Cultural Arts Association; Niwot Business Association
In Kind Sponsors: Niwot Market; Abo’s Pizza; Tool Studios; Vern & Robbie Vinson; osmosis art & architecture; Eldorado Springs Water

 Pullman Sponsors: Bank of Estes Park - Niwot Branch; Warren, Carlson & Moore; Niwot Wheel Works; Farmers Insurance - Leigh Suskin; Colorado Custom Paintworks  
A Special THANK YOU to our Box Car & Conductor Sponsors

Aug  1  Mojomomma/Brigitte Purdy & Bobby Messano
Co-bill (blues)

Aug  15   FACE (all vocal rock)

Aug  22  Zimbira (afro fusion)

Aug  29  Hazel Miller (soul/blues)

Nalani

Jenn Cleary

Tim Ostdiek

Aug  8  Something Underground (joyful rock)

Jackson Cloud Odyssey

STRICKLAND
Continued from Page 1



Heading back to school is of-
ten a mix of emotions for students 

and teachers alike. For many 
students, the end of summer is 
bittersweet, nostalgia for mid-
week sleepovers and late night 
pool parties setting in as soon as 

August rolls around. But there’s 
also something to be said for 
heading back to school. With 
each new year comes the chance 
to see old friends and start fresh 
with a new teacher, a new class-
room and a new perspective. 

Teachers get excited to see 
coworkers again, catch-up on 
summer happenings,and meet 
a batch of new students, alive 
with energy and ready to learn. 
We caught up with some teachers 
from Sunset Middle School in 
south Longmont to learn what 
their favorite back to school 
moments are and what they 
most look forward to about the 
first week. 

Principal Anthony Barela 
describes his favorite part of the 

school year as witnessing the 
students change since the end of 
the last school year. “I love seeing 
the kids. I love seeing their faces. 
You’ll have kids that start off 
with us in sixth grade and they 
just blossom into these amazing 
people.”

Eighth-grade teacher Sean 
McMullen, who earned teacher 
of the year recognition for Sunset 
Middle School in 2018, delights in 
the excitement and eagerness that 
a long summer vacation gener-
ates, stating that his favorite part 
about the beginning of the year is 
“the enthusiasm that the students 
have. It’s fresh. You get to start 
over and learn from what you 
feel like you could improve on.”

Most teachers agreed that 

Sunset’s hallways take on this 
palpable energy that seemingly 
fills the entire school. Assistant 
Principal Mary Ellen Graziani 
explains it perfectly, “My favorite 
feeling is that buzz, that energy 
of all the kids coming in. They’re 
nervous and excited, they haven’t 
seen each other for a while. The 
whole building vibrates with life, 
that’s my favorite feeling about 
going back to school, when they 
all come back.” 

For other teachers, they re-
member what it was like to be 
a kid with a new school year on 
the horizon. School counselor 
Pedro Linsenmeyer remembers 
the feeling like it was yesterday, 
“Growing up in the midwest, 
going back to school was closure 
to the wonders of the Missou-
ri summers - the fireflies, the 
nights playing tag in the heat, 
fishing in the evening for catfish. 
School was just closure to those 
wonderful, fun summer days as 
a kid playing outside. I think it 
is bittersweet. On the flip side, 
it was always a pleasure to be 
back at school, reconnecting with 
friends.” 

Middle school art teacher 
Jason Turner recalls fondly, “As a 
kid, I was excited when my best 
friends were in class with me, and 
finding out my class schedule. 
As a teacher, I appreciate the 
schedules, the regimine. I like 
going back to school and being 
refreshed after the summer.” 

Other teachers enjoy recon-
necting with their “work family”, 
catching up on summer stories, 
and sharing the excitement of a 
new year. Sunset Middle School 
is more than an educational 
institution, but a home away 
from home. Teachers and staff 
consistently strive to make each 
and every student feel welcome, 
respected, and cherished. 

Erika Schimmel loved blank 
notebooks. “I always liked blank 
notebooks because it was the 
beginning of something and I 
was going to fill it in.” A new 
school year provides a similar 
table  --- tabula rasa — each stu-
dent’s mind clear from a relaxing 
summer, ready to absorb lessons 
from favorite teachers, who are 
also recharged after a much-de-
served break. 

LEFT HAND VALLEY COURIER Wednesday, August 21, 2019Page 10

Sunset Middle teachers enjoy the first week back

From Your First Home to Your 
Lifelong Home, Bank of Estes 
Park can assist with all your 
mortgage needs! We offer:

This material is not from HUD or FHA and the document is not approved by the Department of HUD or any Government Agency. 
HUD does not approve the material presented. This material/ presentation is intended as educational and informational only. 
This does not constitute an offer to lend or to recommend available products. Bank of Estes Park is not endorsed by nor acting 
on behalf of or at the direction of the US Department of Housing and Urban Development, the Federal Housing Administration, 
the US Department of Agriculture or the Federal Government. Copyright© 2019 Bank of Estes Park NMLS #784809. CA: Licensed 
by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act, License #4130289; IL: Illinois 
Residential Mortgage Licensee LMB #0005759.; KS: Kansas Licensed Mortgage Company, License SL-0000472; MN: This is not an 

offer to enter into an agreement. Any such offer may only be made in accordance with Minn. Stat. 47.206(3) & (4); NV: NV Mortgage Banker License #4195, NV Mortgage 
Broker License #4196; OR: License Number ML-4807. To check the license status of your mortgage broker, visit www.nmlsconsumeraccess.

St. Vrain Branch
501 S. St. Vrain, Suite 100

Estes Park, CO 80517
(970) 577-1234

Niwot Branch
7980 Niwot Road
Niwot, CO 80503
(303) 652-8082

Contact us today to find which mortgage program is best for you!

Main Bank
255 Park Lane

Estes Park, CO 80517
(970) 586-4485

Conventional Mortgages • Jumbo Mortgages • VA Mortgages
FHA Mortgages • USDA Mortgages • Reverse Mortgages
Low Credit Score and Sub-Prime Options

bankofestespark.com • Bank of Estes Park NMLS #784809

Photo by Abigail Scott

Sunset Middle School in Longmont bustles with incoming students ready to start a new school year. 

By Abigail Scott

Editorial@lhvc.com
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Local Girl Scout troops Reach for Peak

 

niwotyouthsports.org  

Join us for a season of fun! 
Register Now for NYS  

Flag Football 
 

For boys & girls pre-K through 8th grade 
                                

                                                                                                                     Games begin September 22 
 

 

To learn more & to register go to:              

   

 

COLORADO  DRIVING  INSTITUTE 
  Serving the Left Hand Valley since 1993 

    Back  to  School  Sale 
30 Hour Online Course – $70.00 

2 Hr. Lesson (behind the wheel) - $130 
 

COLORADODRIVINGINSTITUTE.COM       303-818-7623        

Girl Scout Troops 70179 and 
73928 joined forces and spent 
the weekend at Sky High Ranch 
in Woodland, Colo., competing 
at the 32nd annual competi-
tion, Reach for the Peak. Six 
Boulder girls Gracie Summers, 
Sophia Jones, Kennedy Banks, 
Karissa Murra, Claire Arveson, 
and Bennett McDannell joined 
20 other teams in a test of 

scouting skills that included 
first aid, orienteering, lashing, 
fire building, campsite set-up, 
survival skills, knots, blade 
skills, and a cooking competi-
tion. Their 50s themed dinner 
included five cooking methods 
and a “TV dinner” menu of 
Salisbury Steak, mashed pota-
toes, green beans, biscuits on 
a stick, and cookies baked in a 
cardboard oven. 

It was the first year these 

12-year-olds competed against 
other girls ages 11 to 19. Their 
months of preparation and 
years of studying paid off as 
they had a great finish, win-
ning the Marmot award. They 
utilized teamwork and tapped 
into their strong leadership 
skills without any assistance 
from adults to “Reach for the 
Peak.” The girls all plan to 
return to the competition next 
year.

Special to the Courier

(303) 618-0154

Nominated for Angie’s List
Super Service Award 2007, 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

Geek For Hire, Inc.
ONSITE MAC AND PC
TROUBLESHOOTING 

AND REPAIR

Chris Eddy
Principal GeekSupport@GeekForHireInc.com

Mon - Sat 10am, 2pm, 7pm

GeekForHireInc.com

2017-06 - GFH 1-8 MOUNTAIN EAR.pdf   1 4/12/2019   9:31:10 PM

Courtesy Photo

 Local girl scouts Gracie Summers, Sophia Jones, Kennedy Banks, Karissa Murra, Claire 
Arveson, and Bennett McDannell competed in the 32nd annual Reach for the Peak 
scout competition earlier this month. 
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Flagstaff Academy (K-12) 
of Longmont is beginning 
its new school year with the 
launch of a unique initiative - a 
PBIS, which stands for Positive 
Behavior Incentive System. 
The school-wide program was 
created to dovetail with five 

essential qualities the school 
will be bringing to the fore-
front. Dubbed Dragon PRIDE, 
an acronym for perseverance, 
respect, integrity, dependabil-
ity and empathy, these core 
values will be stitched into 
every aspect of the school from 
classroom curriculum to extra 
activities and will consciously 
focus on character education. 

Flagstaff communications 
director Lisa Trank-Greene 
said reframing the school’s core 
values through Dragon PRIDE 
was the result of direct input 
from parents and students who 
wanted to better represent and 
promote the school’s virtues. 

Trank-Greene said the new 
program is fun and approach-
able and kids will have an 
easy time connecting with 
it. The PRIDE program will 
become very familiar by way 
of new graphics and posters 
throughout the school. An-
other advantage of espousing 
the PRIDE program is how 
well it supports the school’s 
restorative justice process at all 
grade levels.  

Flagstaff middle school 
principal Katie Gustafson 
said, “Dragon PRIDE will be 
highlighted each month in 
school assemblies and lessons, 
which are age-appropriate. 
We will also feature service 
opportunities, aligned to the 
school’s strategic plan, which 

will incorporate grade level 
and classroom projects, as well 
as service opportunities from 
our student leadership groups 
- Student Council and National 
Junior Honor Society.”

Trank-Green said she could 
see through social media out-
lets that the summer break 
wasn’t all vacationing for 
teachers.  Lots of posts were 
of staff attending training pro-
grams so they could come 
back well prepared for the new 
school year. 

In June, Gustafson, Execu-
tive Director Wayne Granger 
and other middle school staff 
members traveled to Washing-
ton, DC to attend the National 
Schools to Watch Conference 
and formally receive the honor 
of being a national School to 
Watch. The school was one of 
five Colorado middle schools 
to be awarded this honor in 
2019 and is the only Colorado 
charter school with this desig-
nation. 

“We continue to grow and 

strengthen our technology ed-
ucation,” Trank-Green said. To 
that end, the school has hired 
teacher JR Kerbel to work with 
elementary students in the 
SMARTlab, and it has expand-
ed opportunities to develop 
robotics skills. In addition to 
offering an after-school robot-
ics club, Flagstaff has added 
a robotics class to its elective 
options. 

“We’ve got such a fantastic 
robotics program that we’ve 
sent at least one to two teams 
each year to the world robotics 
championships out in Ken-
tucky. We participate in the 
district’s robotics tournaments 
and we’re one of the hosts of 
the tournaments, which is al-
ways incredibly well attended 
and well received.” 

This year marks the second 
consecutive year that Flag-
staff’s special education pro-
gram has been awarded the 
title of an “Exceptional Charter 

Wednesday, August 21, 2019

We’ve Got

Perseverance Respect Integrity Dependability Empathy
Celebrating 15 years of Excellence Every Day!

Limited Spaces Open for the 2019-2020 School Year! Learn more at flagstaffacademy.org
• 2019 Colorado Trailblazer and National School to Watch

• Colorado Shines Quality Rating Level 5 Preschool 
• Small Class Size and Dedicated Staff

• Greenhouse Classroom and Garden
• Robotics, SmartLab, Elementary Science Lab

Flagstaff Academy’s pride front and center this year

 Courtesy photo

Second grade teacher Kimberly Lewis displayed the new Dragon PRIDE poster to an 
assembly of students on the first day of school at Flagstaff Academy in Longmont. 

Continued on Page 14

By Vicky Dorvee

Editorial@lhvc.com
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SportS

Boulder County’s Finest European Auto 
Specialists for 34 Years!

Quality Sales, Service & Parts Since 1984

MERCEDES BENZ • AUDI • BMW • PORSCHE • VOLVO
MINI COOPER • VW • LAND ROVER • JAGUAR

Locally owned
and operated! www.gunbarrelmotors.comOff the Boulder / Longmont Diagonal

303.652.3040283 2nd Ave., Niwot

August 21 to August 30

"Within 10 minutes of   
 Niwot and Gunbarrel"

Niwot football prepares for 2019 season

When head coach Jeremy 
Lanter took over Niwot’s foot-
ball program, he began a mis-
sion to build great young men 
and to get students involved. 
Now in year three, he is doing 
just that. More students are 
coming out to play football 
and there is a buzz around the 
program. 

In Lanter’s mind, a success-
ful season isn’t necessarily 
determined by wins and losses. 
These student-athletes aren’t 
playing for multi-million dollar 
contracts and Lanter’s perspec-
tive is often forgotten at the 
high school level. 

“I tell our kids all the time, 
it’s not about the results, it’s 
about the person we become 
in the process,” said Lanter. 
“...If we judged everything 
based on a record, I don’t think 

that guys like Thomas Edison 
would’ve ever changed the 
world because he certainly had 
more losses than he had wins.”

Coming off a 3-7 season, the 
Cougars are trending upwards 
with a renewed sense of pur-
pose. Their belief is growing as 
a squad while using the lessons 
of last year to develop into bet-
ter football players, and people.  

“One of the biggest things 
I feel like our kids learned is 
that they can be successful, 

that they can have confidence 
that what they’re doing and the 
work they’re putting in has a 
direct connection to the results 
that they want,” said Lanter. “A 
lot of the buy-in and the hard 
work came because they got to 
experience what success was.”

The success that Lanter 
speaks of came from an impres-
sive season at the junior varsity 
level. According to Lanter, the 
lower level team compiled a 
6-4 record, which was the first 
winning season in 12 years. A 
talented young group of Cou-
gars is a great sign of future 
success and brings hope to the 
program.

“That was a great group of 

kids that we had, and we still 
have a lot of expectations of 
them doing well at the varsity 
level,”  Lanter said. “Hope-
fully, the added confidence 
helps.”

At the varsity level, the 
talent starts with junior quar-
terback Ayden Bartko. The 
third-year starter possesses 
a great arm and has shown 
improvement reading his pro-
gressions according to Lanter. 
Complementing Bartko will 
be senior running back Liam 
Flanagan who ran for 702 yards 
and 5 touchdowns last year.

“We had a great summer 

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

Seniors for the 2019 Niwot Cougars football team are (from left) Erick Fernandez, Jonathan Miranda, Jarrett Noterman, Liam 
Flanagan, Blake Bair, Andrew Greve, Zach Coblentz, Matt Bitterman, Liam Flanagan, Izaiah Golden, Julian Molina, Daniel Torres, 
Jovani Lopez

By Jack Carlough
Editorial@lhvc.com Continued on Page 16
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A strong upper class will 
help the Niwot Cougars boys 
soccer team vie for a Northern 
League championship. Led by 
head coach Stephen Dimit, the 
Cougars have the leadership 
and work ethic to make 2019 
exciting.

Finding consistency was 

something the Cougars strug-
gled with last year. A talented 
but young team produced a 
9-7-1 record, good enough for 
fourth in the Northern League. 
Fortunately for the Cougars, 
they’ll be returning their lead-
ing scorer from last year, ju-
nior Keegan Stobbe, as well as 
juniors Ismael Dominguez and 
Aidan Martin. 

“They’ve been playing to-
gether for a number of years 

now,” Dimit said. “...They’re 
a really dangerous trio, they’re 
quick and they’re smart, and 
they’re all really, really aggres-
sive, I think I’d put them up 
with anybody in the state.”

Along with the dangerous 
trio is junior Connor Grant. 
According to Dimit, he’s devel-
oped into a strong midfielder 
and big things are expecteed in 
2019. Senior Jared Osteen is also 
one of Niwot’s more talented 
players.

“Osteen is another player 
who started a lot of games but 
he’s never looked better,” Dimit 
said. “The game has just kind of 
slowed down for him, he does 
something pretty amazing ev-
ery practice right now.”

One of the few question 
marks for the team is the goalie 
position. The team graduated 
three-year starter Mario Munoz 
last season and according to 
Dimit, the spot is up for grabs 
in 2019. He’s looking towards 
senior Panhco Rodruguez or 
junior Malay Gangwar to bat-
tle for the position. The Cou-
gars will have about a week of 

practice to determine who will 
claim the ever-important goalie 
position. 

“These guys worked really 
hard in the offseason to become 
better,” said Dimit. “It’s been 
exciting to kind of see a lot of 
that new skill and that new 
understanding of the game 
kind of show up, particularly 
between the sophomore and 
junior year.”

A strong season is well with-
in this team’s capabilities, and 
so is the drive to improve. “I 
think the expectation to win is 
always there,” said Dimit. “But 
you know for me, this is what I 
tell the guys, a successful season 
is more than that, you’re just 
getting better every single game 
and generally you know we’re 
in a spot where if we can do 
that, the wins are gonna come.”

At Dimit’s side will be veter-

an assistant coach Brett Butrick 
and first-year assistant with the 
boys, Belle Morel. Butrick will 
head the junior varsity program 
and Morel, who also coaches 
the girl’s soccer program, will 
be leading the freshman/soph-
omore squad. Dimit will have a 
little more time this year, as he 
will be stepping away from the 
girl’s program where he was 
head coach for three seasons. 

“I think people should come 
out and watch us because we’re 
fun,” said Dimit. “…We play 
entertaining soccer, I think 
anybody that wants to come 
out and enjoy a game, we go 
out and try to win every single 
game, we win or we lose in 
style.”

The Cougars will kick things 
off next Tuesday, August 27th at 
Brighton High School. 
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Niwot boys soccer has the leadership to go far

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Has the summer heat got you beat? 

We can help!  
We offer low-cost Acupuncture & Herbal treatments. 

 

Southwest Acupuncture College Clinic 
 

6630 Gunpark Drive Boulder, CO 80301 
Call today!!    303-581-9933 

Appointments range from $19.25 - $31.25 

School in Special Education” 
by the National Association 
of Special Education Teachers 
(NASET). Flagstaff Academy 
is one of 21 schools across the 
nation to be given this award. 

The NASET website states 
that this recognition “is the 
h ighest  honor  a  char ter 
school can achieve through 
our professional association. 
The recognition is bestowed 

on charter schools that meet 
rigorous professional crite-
ria and have demonstrated 
truly exceptional dedication, 
commitment and achieve-
ment in the field of special 
education.”

“Our goal is always that 
we want to do better and 
keep serving our community 
as best as we can,” Trank-
Green said. “The challenges 
of education these days are 
multi-faceted. We’re trying 
to really up the social-emo-

tional learning component 
for all of our students, as 
well as wellness, and having 
a healthy work and learning 
environment.”

Prior to the start of the 
school year, more than 300 
lunch bags were assembled 
by teachers and staff during 
a team-building exercise.  
The lunches were donated 
to HOPE for Longmont, a 
nonprofit organization that 
works to help the homeless 
population. 

FLAGSTAFF
Continued from Page 12

Photo by Jocelyn Rowley

2019 Seniors: (back row, from left) Austin Borncamp, Connor Carlson, Andy Worrell, 
Jared Osteen, Nicholas Haratsaris (front row) Ethan Hansen, Caleb Serrette, Manuel 
Soto, Chris Yan, Daniel Cho (front) Pancho Rodriguez (photobomb) Keegan Stobbe

bouldercountryday.orgbouldercountryday.org

Preschool through Middle School
Preschool through Middle School

SEEN. KNOWN. LOVED. 

Experience BCD on a personal tour. 

bouldercountryday.org

MY TEACHER GETS ME.
The moment I REALIZED

By Jack Carlough
Editorial@lhvc.com
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C l a s s i f i e d s

TILE WORK
High-quality,  custom tile 
work, repairs, remodels, new 

installations. 

Local, dependable and insured. 
Free estimates. 

Josh Thompson - Thompson 
Tileworks.

303-877-7526

MICHAEL SHURTZ
PAINTING

Residential & Commercial
Interiors & Exteriors

GREAT Local References
*Fully Insured*

mwshurtz@yahoo.com
303-910-1674

PAINTING

New Niwot Watercolor Prints
by Jane Langdon

Sold exclusively at
Wise Buys Antiques.

LeftHandGallery.com

NIWOT WATERCOLOR PRINTS

Jack’s Solar Garden is seeking subscribers!
Family-owned, local solar power production.

Contact Byron Kominek to learn more:
byron@jackssolargarden.com

Niwot residents can ask for a discount.
www.jackssolargarden.com

LOCAL COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDEN

Left Hand Valley Courier Classifieds  
 $21 flat rate, 8 lines (6 words per line).

Send a check with your ad, name and phone 
number to P.O. Box 652, Niwot, CO 80544.

Contact advertising@lhvc.com with questions.
The deadline for the ad is the Thurs-
day prior to next week’s publication.

Enrich your family with another culture. Now you can host a high school exchange 
student (girl or boy) from France, Germany, Scandinavia, Spain, Australia, Japan, 
Brazil, Italy or other countries. Single parents, as well as couples with or without 

children, may host. Contact us for more information or to select your student.

The Left Hand Valley Courier is looking for  route & substitute 
carriers to deliver the Courier door-to-door. Candidates must be 
self-starters with transportation, available on a moment’s notice 
and pay attention to No Delivery details.  If you are interested 
in filling in, please email editorial@lhvc.com. 

ROUTE &
SUBSTITUTE CARRIERS

PET SITTING

Pet sitting in my Niwot home 
(or yours.) Rest assured that 
you pet will be loved on and 
exercised daily. Back fenced 

patio with looking out to 
open space . Please contact 

Stacy Goresko, Ph.D. Certified 
dog trainer (and kid trainer 
) 720-290-2707 or email at 
Stacy@TheSocialDiet.com.



with our offense,” Lanter said. 
“We’ve looked more explosive 
than we have in the two years 
since I’ve been here. ...Our kids are 

growing, the offense is becoming 
more familiar to them, and they’re 
figuring out how to make plays.”

Offensive coordinator and 
quarterback coach Stan Matsuna-
ka will have plenty of weapons to 
put points on the board. Seniors 
Jovani Lopez and Erick Fernan-

dez will anchor the offensive 
line and the receiving corps will 
be highlighted by senior Jarrett 
Noterman and juniors Isaac Fisk 
and Julian Bell. 

On the defensive side of the 
ball the Cougars are resetting their 
line with four of their five starters 

graduating. Senior linebacker 
Julian Molina is expected to lead 
the group, but will need a few less 
experienced starters to step up. Of 
those include junior noseguard 
Jesus Amaya, who racked up 
24 solo tackles last season. Also 
expect junior safety Jordan Byers 
to make an impact. 

On the sidelines, Lanter is 
fortunate to have a total of 14 
coaches on his staff, including 
his younger and older brother. 
It’s a family affair at Niwot and 
the Lanters hope to spread their 
wisdom. Jeremy will be aided by 
his younger brother Link Lanter, 
and the oldest of the three, Cory 
Lanter. Also notable, Link comes 
to Niwot this year from Roos-
evelt High School, where he was 
nominated for assistant coach of 
the year. The two will be splitting 
defensive coordinator duties.

“We basically had to start over 
with our defensive group,” Lanter 
said. “That’s been interesting to 

watch, and having Link on staff 
has added a whole different di-
mension to what the line is doing. 
They look as good as they have 
since I’ve been here.” 

The expectations are set and 
the Cougars are ready to get start-
ed. A solid group of student-ath-
letes will be representing Niwot in 
hopes of building their character 
and winning a few games along 
the way. 

“The thing that gets me excited 
is we have, and every coach that 
we have come on says this, we just 
have really wonderful kids, win or 
lose,” said Lanter. “I don’t put all 
my stock in winning and losing 
football games, but building good 
men and we have a bunch of just 
really really great young men.”

 The Cougars will kick off their 
season Friday, August 30th at 7 
p.m. at Everly Montgomery Field, 
taking on George Washington 
High School. 
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7980 Niwot Road  -  Niwot, CO 80503
(303) 652-8082

www.bankofestespark.com

FOOTBALL
Continued from Page 13

Celebrate

local
tASTE WHAT‘S SO DELICIOUS ABOUT COLORADO.......................................................

.....................................

This Week's Local Produce

SUPPORTING LOCAL FARMERS AND PRODUCTS & BRINGING 
NIWOT THE BEST QUALITY HEALTHY FOODS SINCE 2002

NIWOTMARKET.COM 

Celebrate Local with a Fresh Caprese Salad featuring
      Dooley or Kilt Organic Tomatoes   $3.99 lb. 

      Kilt Organic Basil -  $6.99  3 oz. 

 Quality Fresh Cut
Right From Your Local Butcher

This Week’s Flavorful cut
USDA  Choice

Fresh Rib Eye Steak
$12.99 lb. 

Landscape Construction & Design • Grounds Maintenance • 
Aeration & Fertilization • Spring & Fall Cleanup • Full 

Landscaping Services • Rock • Mulch • Flagstone Work • Tree 
& Shrub Planting • Shrub Trimming/Shaping • Tree Removal • 

Boulder Placement • Retaining Walls • Cement Work

Commercial & HOA Fully Insured Professionals

www.allprolawninc.com




