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Boulder Symphony Fundraiser raises roof at the Tebo Garage

Niwot Design Review Committee 
Community Meeting: Niles Family Dentistry

The Boulder Symphony held 
its largest fundraiser of the year 
surrounded by the Stephen 
Tebo Car Collection at Tebo Ga-
rage in southwest Longmont on 
Friday, Aug. 12. Guests enjoyed 
food, drinks, and fine music by 
members of the Symphony, 
while touring the Tebo collec-
tion of rare, historic and unique 
automobiles. 

A Bruce Springsteen au-
tographed guitar was among 
the many generous donations 
available for bidding in both 
silent and auctioneer-led live 
auctions.

Niwot’s Tony Santelli, a 
Boulder Symphony board mem-
ber, was among the guests. The 
Boulder Symphony was origi-

nally known as the Niwot Tim-
berline Symphony, but with the 
addition of Devin Hughes as its 
conductor and Santelli on its 

board in 1993, it was reincar-
nated as the Boulder Symphony. 

Getting the Tebo Car Collec-
tion for the fundraising venue 

was a significant achievement.  
"We are very fortunate to have 
it, thank our lucky stars, this is 
a very important fundraiser,” 
Santelli said.

Stephen Tebo, a commercial 
property owner and developer 
from Boulder, has been very 
supportive of communities and 
non-profit organizations, in-
cluding the Boulder Sympho-
ny. Several fundraisers a year 
are held in the garage housing 
his collection.  After collecting 
coins and Western Art, Tebo 
began collecting cars around 
2000. Since then, his collec-
tion has grown to almost 350 
vehicles, including a number 
of unique and desirable collect-
ible cars.

Niwot resident Jim Jones, 
one of a handful of volunteer 

drivers who maintains the cars 
in good running condition, 
gave a tour of the most historic 
automobiles. Jones explained 
that the goal is to drive every 
car once every ninety days.
The most valuable and histor-
ic cars are driven by the head 
mechanic. "I've driven the ma-
jority of the other cars here," 
Jones explained. He explained 
that there is quite a bit of work 
and documentation involved in 
every drive.

The Symphony musicians 
performed in small groups 
throughout the garage as guests 
toured the car collection. The 
event culminated when all of 
the musicians gathered together 
and were joined by guest artist, 

By LEONARD SITONGIA
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Vocalist Carol Calkins was the Guest Artist with the Boulder Symphony

On Wednesday, August 
10, the Niwot Design Review 
Committee held a virtual 
public meeting to review the 
proposed deconstruction of 
the current structure and new 
build of a dental office at 364 
2nd Avenue.The purpose of 
this meeting was to provide 
feedback to the applicant in 
advance, explained Andrea 
Vaughn, Planner for Boul-
der County. “This committee 
serves as a referral agency for 
the site plan review.”

The presenter of the pro-
posed plan for the new Niles 
Family Dentistry building, 
Katherine Willis of Lightwell 
Architecture, noted that her 
material had been revised 
based on the feedback provid-
ed last week at a community 

By LEIGH SUSKIN
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Lightwell Architecture’s sketch of side elevation as of August 10.
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Abo’s Pizza and local businesses 
still reeling one week after fire

Abo’s Pizza and nearby 
businesses are still recover-
ing from the Aug. 6 fire that 
started in the early hours 
at Abo’s. Fire investigator 
Doug Saba explained that 
fire personnel forced entry 
into Abo’s Pizza to confirm 
the building did not have any 
victims. Thankfully, due to 
Mary Jo Wysocki’s quick call 
to 911 upon arriving to open 
Winot Coffee on Aug.10th at 
5:30 a.m., the damage to area 
businesses wasn’t worse.

As of press time, no of-
ficial cause has been deter-
mined, and the fire investi-
gation is still ongoing. This 
is a typical procedure and 
does not indicate anything 
troublesome.

“Fire is very complex, 
and it can take weeks or 
months for the cause to be 

diagnosed,” explained Tanya 
Crews from All Phase Res-
toration. “The challenge for 
Abo’s is that mitigation and 
cleanup can’t begin until the 
case is closed and the scene 
released.”

While no other neigh-
boring business is impacted 
to the degree faced by Jeff 
Riegel, owner of Abo’s, those 
in close proximity face chal-
lenges to their day-to-day 
operations as a result of the 
fire. 

Chico’s Grooming Spa 
owner Wendy Mariscal 
shares walls with Abo’s and 
has been operating fans and 
HEPA filters in her space 
for the past week. One of 
the shared walls is in Mari-
scal’s grooming room, and 
in addition to several days 
of closures, she’s still oper-
ating with extreme caution 

By LEIGH SUSKIN

Continued on Page 9



Volume 26
Issue 332

LHVC .COM

Community

Livia Hall 
Acupuncture  

Call for an appointment today 
303-704-3307 

  

For more info, testimonials, 
 and rates visit 
 liviahall.com 

Untitled 
Event

February 23, 2022 
7–10pm 

The Location 
1234 Main Street, Anytown, State ZIP 
www.example.com

20 years in practice  
Gentle Japanese style 
5 minutes from Niwot 
Regain your health  
Prevent disease!

Advertising 
advertising@lhvc.com 

Email:
editorial@lhvc.com

Interim Editor
Bruce Warren 
Elise Marylander

Production
Nesscel Calara

Managing 
Editor 
Bruce Warren

Business 
Manager/News 
of Record
Vicki Maurer

Left Hand Valley Courier
P.O. Box 652  •  Niwot, CO 80544

Advertising 
Director
Alyson Bell

Reporters
Hannah Stewart
Maria Karagianis 
Katrina Stroud
Kristen Arendt 
Deborah Cameron
Deborah Fowler
Patricia Logan 
Kristin Alger
Vicky Dorvee

Leigh Suskin 
Gene Hayworth 
Yule Peterson
Kathy Trauner
Leonard Sitongia
Kristy Zado
Dana Jones
Sydney Rothstein

Sports Reporters 
Bruce Warren
Jack Carlough

Editorial
303-845-3077

Published weekly in Niwot, Colorado by Left Hand Valley Publishing,
L.L.C. Member Colorado Press Association.

Find out more about our team at LHVC.com/About

P H O T O  O F 
T H E  W E E K

Photo by Bruce Warren
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Rep. Karen McCormick discusses Veterinary Technician regulation

On June 9, 2022, Gover-
nor Jared Polis signed into 
law House Bill 22-1235, the 
revised Veterinary Practice 
Act that includes regulation 
of veterinary technicians. The 
Colorado Veterinary Medical 
Association (CVMA) and the 
Colorado Association of Cer-
tified Veterinary Technicians 
(CACVT) have worked jointly 
since late 2020 to provide for 
regulation of veterinary tech-
nicians as part of the Sunset 
Review of the Veterinary Prac-
tice Act. 

On Aug. 11, State Rep-
resentative Karen McCor-
mick spoke at the Left Hand 
Animal Hospital in Niwot to 
discuss the new technician 
regulations for those who are 
currently working in Colorado. 
“Now, veterinary technicians 
will have title protection,” 
McCormick said. “This means 
that only those who are regis-
tered with the Department of 

Regulatory Agencies (DORA) 
as a veterinary technician 
can use the title ‘Veterinary 
Technician’” said McCormick. 
“Next, technicians who are not 
interested in registration can 
certainly continue to do their 
job. There is no task restric-
tion for anyone, so they will 
be able to continue working in 
their current roles, but will not 
be able to use the title ‘Veteri-
nary Technician.’” 

Registration of Creden-
tial and Qualified Veterinary 
Technicians will be open from 
Jan. 1, 2023 to Dec. 31, 2023. 
Colorado technicians who are 
eligible to register with DORA 
during that one-year window 
include those who hold cur-
rent CVT credentials from 
CACVT,  have completed an 
AVMA-accredited program 
and have passed the exam. 
After January 1, 2024 tech-
nicians who have completed 
an AVMA-accredited program 
and passed the exam may ap-
ply for registration through 

DORA’s process at any time. 
Rep. McCormick, who is 

also a veterinarian, represents 
House District 11, which is 
the district Niwot is in. She 
hopes to expand veterinary 
capacity in Colorado. This 

includes allowing veterinar-
ians to delegate administra-
tion of rabies vaccinations 
under supervision consistent 
with the Rabies Compendium 
published by the Association 
of State Public Health Veter-

inarians.
For questions regarding 

the Veterinary Practice Act, 
contact Rep. McCormick at 
karen.mccormick.house@
state.co.us.  

By KATRINA STROUD
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Colorado State Representative and veterinarian Karen McCormick lectures at the Left Hand Animal Hospital in Niwot. 

All About the Brass opens Rock & Rails
The Rock & Rails concert 

opener Aug.11 was the high 
energy sound of All About 
the Brass, a Longmont-based 
group. 

The band played favorites 
from a wide variety of genres, 
ranging from James Brown’s “I 
Got You” to “You and Me and 
the Bottle Makes 3” by Big Bad 
Voodoo Daddy to “Smooth” by 
Santana.  Other tunes included 
Blue Oyster Cult’s “Don’t Fear 

the Reaper” with “more cow-
bell” from Niwot native Katie 
Warren, Pat Benatar’s “Hit 
Me With Your Best Shot,” and 
Vance Joy’s “Riptide,” with the 
ultimate “Niwot” lyric, “I wan-
na be your left hand man.” 

Evonne Pierce’s lead vo-
cals were backed by Michael 
Caron on lead guitar, John Ed-
wards on bass guitar, and Car-
ol Hamm on drums. The brass 
section included Mike Pierce 
and Jason Baldwin on trumpet, 
with Warren on baritone. 

The band was impressed 
by the size of the crowd, which 
gathered early to get good seats 
for the headliner, Face. “I 
think that’s the largest crowd 

we’ve played for,” Mike Pierce 
said. He and Warren will re-
turn to Rock & Rails Aug. 18 
as part of the Niwot Communi-
ty Semi-Marching Free Grange 

Band, which opens for Que-
mando. 

All About the Brass can be 
reached at allabouthebrass@
outlook.com. 

Photo by Bruce Warren 

All About the Brass opened Rock & Rails Aug. 11. 

By YULE PETERSON
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vocalist Carol Calkins, who has 
performed in a number of cham-
ber groups and many operas. 

Boulder Symphony board 
member Doyle Albee spoke 
to the gathered guests thank-
ing Tebo for the venue, along 
with conductor Devin Hughes, 
Executive Director Andrew 

Krimm and especially the mu-
sicians who performed that eve-
ning. "When words fail, music 
speaks," said Albee.

Krimm explained that this 
one annual fundraising event 
can provide funding for the en-
tire concert season. Some small-
er fundraisers have taken place 
in the past, such as tea parties 
in Niwot. Putting together this 
event was a large job, Krimm 
said. “I do all the administra-

tion, fundraising, hiring musi-
cians, anything not directly re-
lated to making music, although 
I am a musician,” he said."The 
goal is to raise $30,000. I think 
we did it.”

Krimm described the plans 
for the first concert of the sea-
son. “The first one is September 
17th at the 29th Street Mall and 
it’s music from all of Star Wars,” 
he said.

Tebo
Continued from Page 1
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Niwotian Nick Eliasson finds his favorite car, the original Batmobile. 

Quemando spices up Thursday’s Rock & Rails stage
Residents who’ve been 

fine-tuning their Latin ball-
room dance moves in Cotton-
wood Square will have their 
chance to shine when Que-
mando takes the stage at this 
week’s Rock & Rails. The band 
is well known in the area, hav-
ing performed at the Niwot Jazz 
Festival in June. The band has 
also opened for acts like Sheryl 
Crow at Jazz Aspen Snowmass, 
and Oscar De Leon. We talked 
to Quemando’s founder, Eric 
Schneider, to get a preview of 
this week’s high-energy show. 

Q: Thanks for talking to me 
today. Can you share a bit about 
your passion for salsa and why 
you founded the band?

ES: Sure. I started the band 
a long time ago, probably thir-
teen years or so, after I had 
been going to school forever for 
music. I learned jazz off both 
my parents who were music 
teachers, and then I joined this 
Latin jazz group. After about 
a year I started getting pretty 

good at it and I started having 
my own vision of kind of how I 
would like it to be. That’s when 
I started the band.

We first played at Repub-
lic of Boulder …once a week. 
Then we got a call from Rumba 
(now Centro). People just really 
loved the style of music. Even-
tually we played at the St. Ju-
lian Hotel Happy Hour. It’s one 
of our bigger shows to this day. 

Q: That’s some great hustle 
you displayed. Nice. And now 

you’re at Rock & Rails this 
week. 

ES: Yeah, we did a few 
years ago and I brought the 
this huge version of the band. 
I mean I think it was like thir-
teen people or something and 
we barely fit on the same stage. 
I mean we were like sardines 
so it was pretty interesting. I'm 
not bringing as big of a version 
of the band this time. We just 
don’t fit. 

Q: Well, people here are go-

ing to be ready. They’ve been 
practicing. 

ES: Between playing Rock 
& Rails over the years mixed 
with doing that jazz festival, I 
think we've kind of gotten our 
own little crowd up there in Ni-
wot. And then of course, that's 
just close enough to Boulder to 
draw our fans from there also. 
It's a really great show and I’m 
really excited. Oh…and it's al-
ways really fun when we're in 
the middle of a set and then all 
of a sudden, the train goes by 
— just reminds you of what a 
small town it is.

Q: You’re not the first band 
to have mentioned the train. 

ES: It's so nostalgic, you 
know. We always like it. Isn’t 
that why they call it Rock & 
Rails?

Q: So, what other memories 
do you have of playing Rock & 
Rails? 

ES: The second year which 
was really close to the rail-
road track and I brought the 
14-piece version of the band. 

We wound up having a phe-
nomenal sound technician and 
I just remember going out front 
listening to it and thinking 
that I can't believe how good it 
sounds. Quite a moment. 

Q:  That’s a wonderful story. 
So, is there anything else you’d 
like our readers to know? 

ES: Well, I’d like to mention 
that some of us have played 
with each other for twenty 
years now, and we’ve kind of 
turned out to be a family. And 
it’s become a kind of a tradition 
which is cool. Really cool, what 
it’s all about.

Q: Anything else?
ES: Sure, we’re in the mid-

dle of recording with a 17-piece 
version of the band. We’re just 
working on it, getting it pub-
lished. It’s going to be released 
here pretty soon and we’re ex-
cited about it. 

Q:That’s great news. Con-
gratulations – in advance. And 
we can’t wait to see you Thurs-
day.

ES: Thanks.

By DEBORAH CAMERON

Photo Courtesy: Quemando

Quemando brings high energy salsa to this week’s Rock & Rails. 

https://www.lhvc.com/
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The August meeting of the 
Niwot Business Association was 
held Aug. 9 at Niwot Market, 
with 34 members attending. 

The timely topic of fire pre-
vention, emergency prepara-
tions, and insurance coverage 
gave members useful information 
in the wake of the Aug. 6 Abo’s 
Pizza fire in Niwot. Although the 
topic had been planned early in 
July, the presentation by rep-
resentatives of Mountain View 
Fire Rescue,  Leigh Suskin and 
Lindsay Cumberland of Farmers 
Insurance in Niwot was espe-
cially timely.

Mountain View Fire Rescue 
community outreach officers 
explained how to sign up for 
emergency alerts, as well as how 
to handle a possible emergency 
situation. They suggested having 
a “go bag” ready in the event 
of a possible evacuation, and 
stressed the importance of hav-
ing important documents stored 
on a thumb drive. “Ship a thumb 
drive to another relative,” and 
“Put it on the cloud” were just 
two of the many recommenda-
tions made. 

They also suggested fire 
drills for business premises, and 
ensuring that everyone knows at 
least two ways in and out of the 
building. 

Suskin followed up, sug-
gesting that everyone store their 
insurance policy on a thumb 
drive so it is easily accessible 
if a loss occurs. She also noted 
that business interruption insur-
ance is recommended, and that 
although the standard clause 
provides coverage for only 30 
days, coverage for up to one year 

is available. 
In the event of a loss, Suskin 

recommended calling your agent 
immediately to find out what 
help is available, as well as to 
determine the extent of cover-
age and deductibles. She also 
reminded business owners not to 
start remediation work until the 
agent or adjuster has a chance to 
visit the premises. 

In other business, NBA of-
ficers and members welcomed 
new members and reminded 
everyone of upcoming events, 
including
• HoneyBee Harvest Festival 

Aug. 27 with a showing of 
the movie Sister Bee at Left 
Hand Grange at 4:30 p.m.; 

• Why Not Niwot? Juried Art 
Show awards ceremony on 
First Friday’s Sept. 2 Art 
Walk at Osmosis at 6 p.m., 
with a concert by the Niwot 
Community Semi-Marching 
Free Grange Band and an 
artist’s reception at the for-
mer Niwot Rental & Feed 
location;

• Second annual Lobsterfest 
Sept. 3 at Whistle Stop 
Park featuring music from 
the House Blend Band with 
proceeds from the event 
benefiting the Marshall Fire 
Fund; 

• CPR Training by Mountain 
View Fire Rescue Sept. 13;

• Rocky Mountain Christian 
Church’s Shine Prom eve-
ning for special guests on 
Sept. 16 from 6 to 9 p.m.; 

• Sept. 27 Sidewalk Sale for 
Niwot merchants;

• Oct. 2 Niwot Trot 5K spon-
sored by Niwot Elementary 
School’s Parent Teacher Ad-
visory Council. 
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meeting. She began by review-
ing the plan design principles, 
with the first being character. 

Willis explained that the 
Niwot Rural Community Dis-
trict (NRCD 1) was created to 
maintain the character of two 
distinct districts–that of the 
historic district and that of the 
non-historic district of Second 
Avenue in Niwot. According 
to Article 4-116 of the Land 
Use Code, the mission of the 
NRCD 1 is to “provide clear 
guidance for development that 
will; help maintain community 
character while accommodat-
ing changes associated with 
preserving and enhancing 
the community as a thriving, 
semi-rural village center.”

Willis explained that their 
goal is to complement the ex-
isting fabric and character 
of Niwot. “As architects and 
planners, we are taught that 
we should not reproduce what 
was built in the 1900s.” To 
do so would be to create false 
representations that diminish 
the value of actual structures 
built during this era, she said. 
Instead, she is inspired by the 
existing root forms and roof 
details of Historic Niwot. Wil-
lis shared photos of the Niwot 
Wheel Works building as an 
example of how this can be 
done well.

“Although our goal is to 
integrate within the character 
of the historic district, our site 
is not located in the historic 
portion. We have different re-
quirements than the buildings 
in the district need to abide 

by,” Willis stated.
What requirements they 

need to embrace is in the code 
section for building materi-
als in the non-historic area. 
In response to feedback from 
the week before, Willis said 
they have made revisions to 
the design. First, they are pro-
posing that brick be the most 
prevalent facade material. The 
second principle is to conform 
with the existing roof styles 
on 2nd Avenue. There is a 
consistent horizontal datum 
established on the block, with 
parapet and flat roof forms. It 
is Willis’ opinion that a gable 
roof would add bulk and pre-
vent views beyond the build-
ing. 

Willis shared her revised 
sketch of the dental building’s 
side elevation and pointed out 
specific changes and details. 

“Now, we incorporate the brick 
columns, and more clearly 
display the brick cornice de-
tails. We use the same win-
dow-to-wall ratio as the Wheel 
Works building. We have also 
incorporated a wrought iron 
guardrail on the second floor 
instead of a glass one. It is set 
back from the cornice with the 
use of a planter.”

Committee member Will 
Hentschel suggested that the 
next step would be to clear the 
deck with questions from the 
committee. “Thank you for lis-
tening to the comments from 
last week and clarifying where 
your design intent is com-
ing from,” he said. “One of 
the concerns that is out there 
is the roof form. It should be 
contextual with the block–ac-
cording to the code. We are 
on Block 5, which basically 
starts at the corner of Frank-
lin Street through 2nd Avenue. 
Any thoughts on how you have 
a contextual response to the 
roof forms there?”

Willis replied that the 
parapet roof is what they are 
responding to, and that the 
horizontal datum is also taken 
into account. She shared that 
they took a holistic view and 
reviewed pictures of the roofs 
on Block 5.

In response to other ques-
tions from the board, Willis 
gave the detail that the plans 
have the building coming in at 
five feet below the maximum 
height (no building in Niwot 
can be taller than the Left 
Hand Grange building), and 
the width is just under 50 feet.

A discussion ensued with 
other board members, in-
cluding Bruce Larsen, Satir 
DeMarco and Kathy Koehler, 
chiming in with their ques-
tions about elevation and 
set-back. Hentchel was most 
concerned that they would be 
blowing their height, and how 
to get over that piece within 
the code.

When opening the floor to 
the community for comments 
and questions, the first ques-
tion was from Euvaldo Valdez.

“We own the property di-
rectly across from the pro-
posed building,” he said.” I’d 
like to talk about the footprint 
of the building overall. You’re 

allowing for eight parking 
spaces within the property and 
three streetside? Did I hear 
that correctly?”

Willis confirmed that there 
are 11 parking spaces planned 
for both tenants and clients.

“Have you given a second 
thought to that?” Valdez said. 
“That’s hardly enough parking 
spots. What effect will your 
lack of appropriate parking 
spots have to the adjacent 
properties?”

Willis said they were with-
in the recommended number 
of parking spaces as per the 
Land Use Code. She went on 
to ask Valdez if he was aware 
“that there are ways to reduce 
the parking by a maximum 
40% reduction, and we are not 
proposing to do that. We could 
do that, but we aren’t going 
to.”

The remainder of the meet-
ing centered around the park-
ing issue, and how overflow 
would very likely end up in 
Valdez’ parking lot. The pub-
lic will have another chance 
to respond to this issue once 
it goes to site plan review, as 
the Design Review Committe 
meeting is only concerned 
with design issues.

To a question about wheth-
er there are additional com-
munity meetings planned 
where the plans can be viewed 
in person, Vaughn explained 
that there are no addition-
al meetings required, and all 
Boulder County meetings are 
still being held virtually and 
not in person.

Several community mem-
bers jumped in to praise the 
plan. “I really appreciate the 
design as an enhancement to 
entering the downtown com-
munity,” remarked Alana 
Reeves. Lara Edwards, Col-
leen Bolls, Sunny Gilbert and 
Megan Rebich expressed ap-
preciation for the architects, 
the Niles family and the De-
sign Review committee, not-
ing that it will enhance the 
Niwot community and elevate 
the aesthetics of the downtown 
area. Brian Faulkner said he 
also appreciated the altered 
vision and called it a “vast 
improvement over what’s there 
now.”
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doors to alternative healing, daily classes, weekend workshops and

special events . We are currently seeking teachers in the movement and
meditation space who are interested in teaching classes in an inclusive

environment to build community and grow together. 
 

Visit unavidaniwot.com for more information or email
kristin@unavidaniwot.com to apply! 

Dentistry
Continued from Page 1

https://www.lhvc.com/
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H O W  D O E S  N I W O T  W O R K ?

Relocation efforts underway for Gunbarrel prairie dogs 
as Celestial Seasonings development moves forward

In July 2021, the Boulder 
City Council greenlighted the 
development of a 9.8-acre par-
cel of land near Celestial Sea-
sonings in Gunbarrel, a long-
time home to a large prairie dog 
colony. Over a year later, the 
first stage of the project is un-
derway. 

The controversial develop-
ment project, which will add 
230 apartments, a cafe, library, 
art space, community areas, 
mobility hub, and green space 
to the land along Spine Road, 
has been a source of tension be-
tween Gunbarrel residents and 
the City of Boulder since it was 
first proposed in 2020. 

Originally, the plot of land 
owned by Celestial Seasonings 
(now Hain Celestial) had been 
dedicated as an open space pre-
serve. From 1999 to 2020, the 
9.8-acre parcel, located just 
to the west of Spine Road and 
east of the Celestial Seasonings 
building, had remained unde-
veloped open space—until the 
development proposal of 2020.

In addition to concerns 
about the new development’s 
impact on traffic, density, and 
the overall quality of life in 
Gunbarrel, during the applica-
tion and review process resi-
dents raised concerns about the 
fate of the land’s existing resi-
dents—a colony of black-tailed 
prairie dogs. 

Throughout the ensuing 
multi-year review process, the 
Gunbarrel Community Alli-
ance, a non-profit organization 
formed in 2020 in response 
to the proposed development 
project, pledged to ensure the 
proper removal and relocation 
of prairie dogs before the devel-
opment of the property.

But according to the City of 
Boulder OSMP, which routinely 
handles prairie dog relocations 
on city-owned property, prairie 
dog relocations are logistically 
complicated and expensive, and 
finding suitable relocation sites 
can be particularly challenging. 

In addition to the cost of 

trapping and moving the ani-
mals, many plant communities 
and some animal species such 
as grasshopper sparrows do not 
thrive in close proximity to ac-
tive prairie dog colonies, often 
making it difficult to find suit-
able grasslands to rehome the 
colonies. 

Though faced with initial 
challenges about where to relo-
cate the colony, in the end, de-

velopers Sares Regis Group and 
Allison Management, Inc., were 
able to find a suitable area for 
relocation. 

Smith Environmental and 
Engineering, a private company 
hired by the developers, over-
saw relocating the prairie dogs 
from the property. According 
to the Gunbarrel Community 
Alliance’s Facebook page, from 
July 23 to August 15, Smith En-

vironmental and Engineering 
captured the prairie dogs using 
food to lure them into color-cod-
ed cages in order to keep family 
groups together. The captured 
prairie dogs then were  moved 
to the Rocky Flats National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

Once a nuclear weapons 
manufacturing complex, Rocky 
Flats Plant produced nucle-
ar weapons parts from 1952 to 

1993.  The refuge opened to the 
public in 2018 for recreation af-
ter a $7 billion cleanup effort. 
Now, the 5,237 acres are des-
ignated to preserve and protect 
more than 630 species of plants, 
including the globally rare xeric 
tallgrass prairie. 

The prairie dogs relocated 
from Gunbarrel will join 239 
migratory and resident wildlife 
species, including prairie fal-
cons, deer, elk, coyotes, song-
birds, and the federally threat-
ened Preble’s meadow jumping 
mouse. The refuge also provides 
a protected corridor for migrat-
ing wildlife.

According to Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife, one of the main 
threats to Colorado’s black-
tailed prairie dog population is 
habitat loss and fragmentation. 
The relocation effort in Gun-
barrel is an attempt to preserve 
the colony on suitable habitat at 
Rocky Flats. 

By KRISTEN ARENDT

(303) 530-0844

Contact us for a 
tour today!

Intimacy, connection, play,
joy, a rich meaningful

entry to world of school for
Kindergarten, First, and 

Second Graders. We believe
a heart based education ---

kindness, compassion, being
part of a community --- gives
meaning to academic work.

What does our small
school have to o�er you

and your children?

info@zijiearlyelementary.org
zijiearlyelementary.org

 CourtesyPhoto

Empty traps sit along Sleepytime Drive near Celestial Seasonings after prairie dog relocation efforts concluded. 

 CourtesyPhoto

A resident black-tailed prairie dog near Spine Road in Gunbarrel. 

http://unavidaniwot.com
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People continuously wan-
dered in and out of the historic 
Niwot Tribune building on Sec-
ond Avenue, now home to The 
Wandering Jellyfish Bookshop, 
as the business celebrated its 
first anniversary, and the com-
munity showed up in support.

The bookshop, which large-
ly caters to children’s literature, 
opened last summer in historic 
downtown Niwot. To celebrate its 
one-year anniversary, co-owners 
Carissa Mina and Jerilyn Patter-
son organized a day-long event 
Aug. 13 with multiple activities 
for patrons to enjoy.

“I’ve seen a lot of people 
who come in and support us all 
the time are coming out again to 
support us on the anniversary, 
and it’s amazing,” said Alison 
Cave, lead TWJ bookseller.

Saturday’s event was filled 
with various activities and give-
aways, which included a reg-
ularly-scheduled storytime in 
the Niwot Children’s Park, face 
painting, an author visit and free 
ice cream from Sweet Cow. Near-
ly the whole day was filled with 
chatter and laughter, with many 
residents thanking the TWJ 
team for simply being part of the 
community.

“The community does so 
much to support us and the other 
businesses in town,” said Mina. 
“We hope that we’re giving them 
as much as they’re giving us.”

Perhaps one of the most an-
ticipated parts of the day was the 
author visit from graphic novelist 
Rich Moyer. The author, based 
in Denver, stopped by and held a 
brief Q&A and drawing demon-

stration in the middle of the day. 
The shop was packed with peo-
ple–community members and 
other local authors alike–to the 
point that it was standing room 
only. He said that interacting 
with fans is something he really 
enjoys, and having the space to 
do that at the TWJ was some-
thing he looked forward to pos-
sibly doing again.

While TWJ has certain-
ly made a name for itself with 
its diverse selection of books–
which include many by POC 
and LGBTQ+ authors, as well as 
local authors and banned books, 
the shop has also made a mark 
on the community with its array 
of events and resources for the 
community.

“We’re going to be focusing 
really hard on providing a lot 
more community events,” Pat-
terson said. “I’m also working a 
lot with schools right now to get 
authors connected so that kids 
can meet [them] and learn about 
writing.”

She also teased that she’s 
reached out to a “big author,” 
and that Cave, who’s in charge 
of many youth outreach pro-
grams, is working to organize a 
dungeons and dragons group for 
teens.

Short term goals for the TWJ 
team include developing writ-
ing workshops for both adults 
and students and simply getting 
more involved in Niwot events. 
Both Mina and Patterson have 
served as volunteers at Rock & 
Rails.

“We’re really looking forward 
to continuing to get in our com-
munity and watching the kids 
grow up,” said Mina.

7980 Niwot Road  -  Niwot, CO 80503
(303) 652-8082

www.bankofestespark.com

The Wandering Jellyfish anniversary bash
By HANNAH STEWART

Photo by Carissa Mina

The Wandering Jellyfish Bookshop loves getting to know Niwot children and hosts three story times throughout the week 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.

Photo by Hannah Stewart  
The Wandering Jellyfish Bookshop loves bringing in authors, like graphic novelist Rich Moyer. They hope to inspire 
young readers and writers by setting up meet and greet opportunities.

https://www.lhvc.com/
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for the safety of her two- and 
four-footed customers. 

Immediately following the 
fire, Blessings Day Spa own-
er Julie Stenz and area busi-
nesses established a Go Fund 
Me page (https://gofund.me/
b8403f46) to help Riegel 
start the process of rebuild-
ing, address any immediate 
employee needs, and meet 
insurance deductibles. At 
the same time, Stenz’s busi-
ness is still closed due to the 
fire and smoke.

“I’ve consulted an air 

quality specialist, did a deep 
clean, and had both a build-
ing inspector and All Phase 
Restoration out,” Stenz con-
fided. “All Phase will return 
Monday. This is a wellness 
spa where people come to 
relax and be pampered. It is 
a five-sensory experience. I 
wanted to go through all ef-
forts possible to make sure 
that when my guests return, 
there’s nothing that would 
compromise their experi-
ence. We’ve learned so much 
through this process.”

Stenz is relieved to have 
good insurance coverage for 
these circumstances. 

“Landlords usually re-
quire tenants to carry two 
million [dollars] in liability 
[insurance], but those aren’t 
the claims a business own-
er is most likely to have,” 
explained Yule Peterson of 
Farmers Insurance in Niwot. 
“Claims typically come from 
day-to-day operations, so 
you want to make sure you’re 
covered in case of fire, water, 
smoke, cleanup/restoration 
and business interruption.”

Stenz plans to reopen 
Aug. 16. She is currently in-
stalling air quality monitors 
in the spa.

Boulder County 
Transportation updates

Photo by Leigh Suskin

Abo’s Pizza in NIwot remains closed due to a fire Aug. 10. 

Several transportation is-
sues that could affect Niwot 
residents and visitors are in 
the news.

The Regional Transporta-
tion District (RTD) has ap-
proved a five-year plan that 
is the largest overhaul of 
the system since the 1970s. 
However, the plan is to re-
turn service to only 85% of 
pre-pandemic levels. Not 
all services will return from 
being suspended during the 
pandemic.

RTD’s changes will in-
clude returning the FF2 ex-
press bus between Boulder 
and Denver to service, along 
with the LX bus service be-
tween Longmont and Denver. 
On the other hand, the Y 
route between Boulder and 
Lyons will not be returning to 
service. In Denver, the light 
rail lines C and F are perma-
nently suspended, although 
the rails will continue to be 
used by other routes.

A new plan called “Mo-
bility & Access for All Ages 
& Abilities” was adopted by 
the Boulder County Board 
of County Commissioners 
(BOCC) on July 28. It sup-
plements the BoCo Transpor-
tation master plan to provide 
for the multi-modal transit of 
people with special needs.

Among the recreation 
shuttles this year, there is 

bus service to Estes Park. 
The route from Lyons is $3 
one way. It serves as an en-
try ticket to Rocky Mountain 
National Park, too, if you’re 
headed that way.

The state-wide e-bike re-
bate program will begin in 
January 2023. $12 million in 
funding was approved by the 
Colorado Legislature for this 
program, which will be ad-
ministered by the Colorado 
Energy Office. Keep an eye 
on their website for upcom-
ing information about apply-
ing for rebates. 

On Aug. 4, the BOCC ap-
proved a ballot issue to ex-
tend the expiration date of 
the transportation sales tax 
of 0.1% from 2024 to 2039.

The repaving of 2nd Ave-
nue in Niwot is still planned 
for this summer, but no date 
has been finalized. The work 
should take two or three days, 
according to county officials. 

We are half-way through 
RTD’s Zero Fare for Better 
Air which is in effect during 
the month of August, Colo-
rado’s highest ozone season. 
This is a state-wide initiative 
funded by the Colorado Leg-
islature in partnership with 
the Colorado Energy Office, 
which provides free trips on 
RTD bus lines and many re-
gional public transportation 
services, such as the FLEX 
bus line between Boulder, 
Longmont and Fort Collins.

By LEONARD SITONGIA

ABO’S
Continued from Page 1



Volume 26
Issue 3310

LHVC .COM

WCM
Warren, Carlson & Moore, LLP

Attorneys at Law

BOULDER NORTH
Kamla Chopra

Broker Associate, GRI, ABR
Relocation Specialist

Niwot United Methodist Church
Embrace the Community, Transform the World!

SINCE 2002

https://www.lhvc.com/
http://niwot.com/
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Kore That Awakening 
Purchase Completed

NHS 50th Anniversary

The Niwot Cultural Arts 
Association’s effort to raise 
$25,000 to purchase a sculp-
ture from Ukrainian artist 
Egor Zigura was a success. 
NCAA Treasurer Vicki Maur-
er reported that the funds 
have been transferred to Zig-
ura’s agent, based in New 
York, to complete the pur-
chase. 

The NCAA’s sculpture 
park committee, Lisa Rivard, 
Anne Postle and Jill Whit-
ener, set out to raise enough 
money to purchase the sculp-
ture for Niwot’s Sculpture 
Park at the southwest cor-
ner of Niwot Road and 79th 
Street, on April 1, 2022. 

Fundraising events and 
many private donations 
produced approximately 
$20,000 for the fund by June, 
and the donations required to 
reach the goal came in July.

Diane Trister Dodge, who 
lives north of Niwot, offered 
a matching grant of $2,500 
toward the purchase of the 
sculpture if other donors 

could raise the same amount. 
On July 26, she presented 
a check to the Niwot Cul-
tural Arts Association for 
$2,500, which completed the 
$25,000 needed to purchase 
the sculpture. 

Dodge wrote, “It is a 
beautiful sculpture, and I 
am making this contribution 
to honor my paternal grand-
mother, Esther Popkin, who 
was born April 15, 1889 in 
Kiev, the youngest of ten 
children. Many of her older 
siblings came to America, 
and one brother brought Es-
ther to the United States. She 
lived with him in Jersey City, 
J.J., and worked to repay him 
for her passage to this coun-
try, until she met my grand-
father, Jacob Betcher, who 
had emigrated in 1905 from 
Prodno, Poland.”

She enclosed her grand-
mother’s wedding photo.

The purchase is the first 
in a planned series of annual 
purchases by the NCAA, and 
the Ukrainian artist’s work 
was already in the sculpture 
park when the war broke out 
with Russia. 

STAFF REPORT

Photo courtesy of Niwot High School

Former Niwot High School teachers, coaches and staff members were invited to take a tour of the school by Principal Eric 
Rauschkolb as part of the school’s 50th Anniversary activities. The school has undergone several renovations over the 
years, including several recent changes. Attending were (front row) Diane Broestl, Eric Christiansen,

(middle row) Sheryl Groves, Peggy Pfannenstiel, Robert Sargent, Jan Swanson, Paul ‘Tiny’ Koehler, Marylin Jackson, Teresa 
Stephens, Dorothy Keller Kielian, Eric Rauschkolb, (back row) Dave Beyer, Bob Bote, Greg Kielian, and Bill Stephens. 
Dorothy Keller Kielian coached girls basketball at Niwot when the sport became available to girls. Koehler coached football 
at Niwot for many years, including a state title in 1990, and also coached track. Bote coached baseball at Niwot for many 
years, earning five state titles, and also coached football and basketball. Bill Stephens coached baseball at Niwot before 
moving to Skyline High School. 

Photo by Bruce Warren

Diane Trister Dodge made a donation to the purchase of the Kore That Awaken-
ing sculpture in memory of her grandmother, and enclosed her grandmother’s 
wedding photo.
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               WARREN, CARLSON & MOORE, LLP 

                          Attorneys at Law  

                Serving the Community Since 1975 
       www.niwotlaw.com  303-652-2433  

““IIss  tthhiiss  HHeeaavveenn??  NNoo,,  iitt’’ss  NNiiwwoott..””  

Niwot Boys Tennis off 
to a solid start

Niwot Boys Tennis Coach 
Aimee Hites returns with 
high expectations for her 
youthful but experienced 
squad. 

“Our goal is to win state,” 
Hites said. “We’re super 
young, and super talented.” 
The Cougars started off with a 
7-0 win over Frederick High 
School Aug. 11, and have al-

ready seemingly picked up a 
second victory by forfeit as 
Skyline High’s team report-
ed only three players out for 

By BRUCE WARREN

NES Sidewalk

Photo by Bruce Warren  
Road construction work is almost complete on Walker Road, with a new 
sidewalk and curb added to the east side of the street leading to Niwot 
Elementary School from Niwot Road. 

(303) 618-0154

Nominated for Angie’s List
Super Service Award 2007, 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016

Geek For Hire, Inc.
ONSITE MAC AND PC
TROUBLESHOOTING 

AND REPAIR

Chris Eddy
Principal GeekSupport@GeekForHireInc.com

Mon - Sat 10am, 2pm, 7pm

GeekForHireInc.com

Photo by Bruce Warren   
Niwot Boys Tennis will be young, but includes returning state No. 2 singles player LiChen Liao (left). Others pictured 
(l to r) Luke Weber, Oskar Hansen, Sebastian Moy and Charlie Kirtland.

Continued on Page 15

https://www.lhvc.com/
https://geekforhireinc.com/
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Niwot boys soccer beginning new season with 
increased hunger

Stop by our second Longmont branch at 17th & Hover (by Starbucks™)
to find out how we make a DIFFERENCE in our COMMUNITY.

2318 17th Ave. - Unit D, Longmont, CO 80501 1-800-984-0010
Bennett - Flagler - Keenesburg - Downtown Longmont - NW Longmont - Wiggins

highplainsbank.com

HERE when you need us  
      •  Talk to who you want. Our employees answer our phones. 
      •  Chat with an ACTUAL bank employee on our HPBGO app during business hours. 
      •  Visit our branches in person from 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM, Monday – Friday.
      •  ¡Se habla Español!
 
FEE-FREE Checking accounts
      •  No monthly maintenance fees or minimum
          balance requirements.
      •  No overdraft fees for returned checks.
      •  Interest-bearing checking accounts.
      •  Surcharge-free, national ATM network. 
 
KEEP it Local
      •  Community-driven decisions support
          local small businesses and nonprofits.

Open an Account Today!A DIFFERENT KIND OF BANK

In what could have been 
considered a transitional sea-
son following the graduation 
of eight seniors, the Niwot 
boys soccer team continued 
its winning ways last fall and 
reached the second round of 
the Class 4A state playoffs.

Last season was fun, said 
seventh-year head coach Ste-
phen Dimit, but the Cougars 
are now setting the bar a little 
higher.

“This is a hungry year,” 
Dimit said. “They had a lot 
of fun last year, but I think 
they also really want to build 
on what they started. That's 
a great place to be coming in 
and we have a lot of return-
ers. They've been fired up for 
quite a few months actually 
right now.”

Of those returners, Dimit 
was impressed with how many 
of them have taken a greater 
leadership role. He was par-
ticularly excited about the 
leadership he is expecting 
from Orlando and Aldo Lopez 
in their senior year. The Cou-
gars also have a pair of senior 
goalkeepers in Matthew Han-
sen and Javier Amaya, who 
are “always big leaders,” ac-
cording to Dimit.

Niwot’s roster holds nine 
seniors to begin the season, 
and with seven returning ju-
niors lending their wisdom as 
well, the Cougars are antici-
pating a successful season. 

“The boys are setting their 
expectations higher,” Dimit 
said “They've seen teams be 
really successful in the past 
and they want to be one of 
those too. In this case, this 
year, it's not even really me. 
This is player-driven right 
now and they're pretty excit-
ed.”

The two biggest returning 
scorers for Niwot are juniors 
Jett Feiner and Miler Ver-
beck, who tallied 10 and five 
points, respectively, as soph-
omores. 

“Both of them had really 

good springs with their club 
teams [and] scored a lot of 
goals,” Dimit said. “They're 
both really creative players 
hungry for goals. They are a 
few of I think the many that 
are looking to fill in some of 
the goal-scoring this year.”

Class of 2022 Niwot grad-
uate Azael Marrufo’s produc-
tion may be the toughest to 
replace with his whopping 18 
goals out of Niwot’s 39 goals 
scored last season. But, quick 
turnover is a part of high 
school sports, and Dimit said 
losing a star player is nothing 
new for Niwot. 

“It seems like every year 
we have a great goal scorer 
or two or three even gradu-
ate, and I think the guys have 
learned now that they're not 
looking around for somebody 
else to show up,” Dimit said. 
“They've seen it happen so 
many times. Somebody's al-
ways going to figure it out and 
I hope that this year, it's five, 
six, seven guys that are really 
lighting up the scoreboard.”

Senior Eric Walker is an 
intriguing candidate to be 
one of those new producers. 
After watching Walker help 
Niwot’s 4x400-meter track 
and field unit to a state title 
in May, Dimit decided to put 
that speed to use and quickly 
converted him from a defend-
er to a forward. 

“He's going to go out and 
try to be a goal-scorer because 
we figured one of the faster 
kids in the state might be re-
ally fun to watch up there,” 
Dimit said. “He's made some 
huge steps in his new position 
this year, so we're…excited 
to see what happens.”

Dimit added that he is 
also excited to watch junior 
Josh Ary and sophomore Jay 
Scharfe, both of whom are set 
to make their varsity debuts 
at outside back. 

Taking a look at the Cou-
gars’ schedule, five of their 
six non-league opponents 

By JACK CARLOUGH

Photo by Bruce Warren  
Niwot junior Bo Gardner goes on the attack in a scrimmage against Fairview on Niwot’s new home soccer/football 
field.  

Continued on Page 15
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- includes -
welcome cocktail, 
lobster and sides, 
designer cookies 
and ice cream, 
souvenir glass

$95
ADULT

- includes -
lobster mac and 

cheese, sides, 
designer cookies 

and ice cream, juice 
box and goody bag

$35
CHILDREN

12 & under

LOBSTERFest

SILENT AUCTION & 100% OF PROCEEDS GO TO MARSHALL FIRE SURVIVORS

LIVE MUSIC
TIM STILES &

THE HOUSE BLEND BAND

WINE, BEER
& COCKTAILS

available for purchase

4-8 pm
SATURDAY, SEPT. 3RD

Whistle Stop Park

Sponsored by: 

NBA & LID

Visit Niwot.com for more details
on our town and upcoming events

scan me
FOR TICKETS

https://www.lhvc.com/
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tennis for this week’s match. 
Things will get tough-

er with Alexander Dawson 
School on Aug. 18, followed 
by Class 5A powerhouse Val-
or Christian the next day. 

Hites is assisted by Keith 
Wilcox again, although both 
of his sons have now gradu-
ated. 

Senior Luke Weber re-
turns to lead the way at No. 1 
singles. Junior LiChen Liao 
is back at No. 2 singles, hav-
ing won the state title a year 
ago at that position. “He’d 
probably be number one any-
where else in Boulder Coun-
ty,” Hites said. 

The No. 3 singles spot is 
“still up in the air,” accord-
ing to Hites. Freshman Char-
lie Kirtland, who moved to 
Niwot from Seattle, current-
ly holds the spot. “He came 
here last spring and did a 

tour of the school,” Hites 
said, so she had an idea of 
his interest and talent. 

The No. 1 doubles team, 
so far, consists of freshman 
Oskar Hansen and sopho-
more Sebastian Moy. Moy 
played No. 2 doubles for the 
Cougars last year.  Both Han-
sen and Moy are in the battle 
for the No. 3 singles spot but 
they may stay at No.1 dou-
bles, which Hites describes 
as a position where a lot of 
teams stack some of their 
best players. “They’re really 
good together,” Hites said of 
Hansen and Moy. 

The No. 2 doubles team 
is likely to be senior Ryan 
Gray and junior Kyle Da-
vidson. Gray played No. 1 
doubles last year, but he is 
now the NIwot High School 
Student Body President, 
which will make demands on 
his time. Hites noted Gray’s 
move down to No. 2 doubles, 
“is really good for our team” 
given the level of competi-

tion from newcomers. David-
son will be back in a familiar 
position as he played No. 2 
doubles last year. 

Ollie Jones, a sophomore, 
moves up to No. 3 doubles 
from No. 4 doubles a year 
ago and is joined by another 
sophomore, Tyler Chivkoba, 
who moved all the way up 
from the JV squad. 

Rex Wallington, a sopho-
more, returns at No. 4 dou-
bles and is joined by junior 
Lahritz Strazenbach, who 
played No. 3 doubles last 
season. 

Two other players are also 
in the mix for varsity posi-
tions and may swing between 
varsity and JV. Tavi Soni, a 
junior who played No. 3 dou-
bles last year, and Manan 
Gangwar, a junior, will be 
pushing for varsity positions. 

“We only had two seniors 
graduate,” Hites said. “Add-
ing those two freshmen has 
made a big difference. 

HOUSE PAINTING

Michael Shurtz Painting
Residential & Commercial - Interiors & Exteriors

GREAT Local References
Fully Insured & Fully Vaccinated

mwshurtz@yahoo.com    303-910-1674

REPORTERS WANTED

The Courier is looking for community-minded reporters 
to write Sports, Community and General News articles.  
Previous writing experience and the ability to meet a 
deadline required. A knowledge of AP Style is helpful.  

For more information contact editorial@lhvc.com.

Marilyn’s House Cleaning
14 years’ experience, excellent references available. 

I currently clean for 10 Niwot,
Boulder and Gunbarrel homes. 

One person cleaner. 
Detailing is my specialty. 

720-810-2036

HOUSEKEEPING

TILE WORK

Josh Thompson - Thompson Tileworks. 
High-quality, custom tile work, repairs, remodels, new installations.    

Local, dependable and insured.  Free estimates.  

GREAT ONCE A MONTH JOB
DELIVER THE COURIER

$98 - $315
Help spread the news about your community by delivering 

The Left Hand Valley Courier once a month.
Gunbarrel and Niwot routes available.

Candidates must be detail oriented self-starters with transportation. 
Interested?  Email vickim@lhvc.com or call 303-845-3077

were playoff teams last year: 
Pueblo West, George Wash-
ington, Denver North, Cen-
taurus and Silver Creek, with 
only Wheat Ridge missing 
out on the postseason. Niwot 
opens at Pueblo West on Aug. 
18 and 4A/3A Longs Peak 
League play begins Sept. 22 
against Northridge.

“The non-league schedule 
is going to be a real test this 
year,” Dimit said. “We went 

out and we found some teams 
that I think will be contend-
ers this year. Pueblo West is 
usually a second-round play-
off team in most years, as are 
many others... It's just a real-
ly good set of challenges for 
us. We learned last year that 
if you want to go far, you have 
to test yourself early and grow 
from that.”

Veteran Brett Butrick (ju-
nior varsity) and Raeanne 
Sanchez (C team) will head 
Niwot’s lower levels as part of 
Dimit’s coaching staff.  

SOCCER
Continued from Page 13

TENNIS
Continued from Page 12
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